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ADVERTISEMENT 



It will be perceived by the first sheet or two 
of this work, that tiie autlior, ou commencing his 
taBk, had no expectation of finding the materials so 
abundant as they afterwards proved. 

The existing works of reference are, Pyne's 
Royal Residences, Ashmole's History of the Order 
of the Gaiter, Hakewell's History of Windsor, 
Barnes's Life of Edward III., Potc*s Windsor, and 
Mr. Britton's Architectural Works ; but the books 
affording collateral aid to the student are far too 
numerous for mention. 

It was the author's iutcution, without any parade 
either of reading or writing, to present in a small 
compass every thing really worthy of notice con- 
nected with Windsor Castle ; and he trusts that 
his work will be found, in this respect, as useful in 
its literature as it is ornamental in its illustrations. 
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CHAPTER L 



King Arthur and Ibe Knighte of the Round Table— Origin of Modem 

Chivalry — i^shmole's Eulopum of Knisjlitliood — CoTinection of the 
subject with the History of Windsor Castle — Derivation of the Name— 
William tho Ntmnan— The Pawnbioker and the Crusader. 



If palaces are " poems in stone," Windsor 
Cabtle is an epic of chivalrv. Tijerc be heterodox 
persons, we know, who put not thoir trust in King 
Arthur, or who, while believing in the Knights of 
the Round Table, give them altogether another 
locality ; but for our part, we would take the word 
of the renowned chronicler. Sir John Froissart, for a 
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greater matter tban this. It is a high advantage 
to have a central spot where history and tradition 

meet. The authentic story of Windsor may begin 
only witli tlie Norraaii William; but there is a 
vista stretching lar away — 

*'0*cr tlic dark rc reward and abysm of time," 

which it is as dolightful, and, it may be, as profit- 
able, to contemplate. 

The knighthood of King Arthur, how{>vor, must 
be regarded rather as a prediction of chivalry than 
the thing- itself ; which did not arise, in tangible 
shape, till about the pn-clse epoch of the erection of 
Windsor Castle. The authors who have combated 
so fiercely on the question of the antiquity of 
chivalry, have contested, as is usually the case, about 
a mere name. They have confounded the institu- 
tion of the Holy Order with vassalage and feudal 
tenure, which existed long before. In our own day, 
Mr. Pennie, a n^lected man of genius, wonders 
that any one can be so *'silly" as to suppose chivalry 
a comparatively modem institution, since, among the 
Germans in the time of Tacitus, "there was great 
emulation among the followers who should staud 
highest in the princes' or chiefs' fa\ our, nor did 
any onn liositate to be seen among these attendants 
and followers ! " * \V hitaker, on the other baud, is 

• Britain's Hi»toriod Dnuna, p. S35. 
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tatiBfied with making the order originate with King 
Arthur in the sixth century. "It was the first," says 

he, "tliat had ever been instituted in the island; and 
it has been since imitated by all the nations on the 
coutineut. By means of this association, Arthur 
mixed among the provincials a general glow of 
ingenuous heroism : the first spirit of chivalry that 
ever appeared in Europe." But O'llalloran denies 
the impertinent assumption with huge disdain ; 
asserting, that Arthur established in Britain only 
what had been for ages the gloiy of Ireland ! 

The military class, in all ages, and in :dl nations, 
from the Hindoos to the Germans, have bad their 
ceremonies and investitures ; but chivaliy, in the 
sense osnally understood by this word, there is 
every reason to believe, originated amidst the dis- 
orders of the eleventh century, when monarchy 
was a mere name, the best part of Europe being 
parcelled out among independent chieis, who led 
their followers to war and pillage, at their pleasure. 
These were the true giants and dragons of romance; 
and it was the mission of the first knights to put 
down, by the strong hand, a power which there was 
no public law capable of restraining:. Chivalry 
was a species ot priesthood, and its ceremonies 
were taken as closely as possil)le from tiiose of the 
holy sacraments. Baptism lent its white robes, its 
bath, and its godfather ; confirmation gave birth to 
the accolade ; the viaticum to unction ; confession 
and communion were common to both ; the head 

B 2 
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of the knight, as well as the priest, was shaven in 
front, and his hair cut round. They both enjoyed 
privileges of nearly the same kind; and the knight, 
by buying or selling chivalry, could render himself 

guilty of siiuoiiy. 

In Eus^land, knights were at first created by 
liiiili (iicriiitaries of the church, and this custom 
continiK'd for some time after the conquest, when it 
was forbidih'u hy a fjy nod, held in 1 10*2, although 
the ri'li<riouH. ccreiuoiiics still continued. These 
were performed with great solemnity at the creation 
of two hundred and sixty-seven knights at <me 
time, when Kdward 1. held his famous Whitsun- 
tide. 

Let not the reader think these details irrelevant ; 
for upon these depend, in no small degree, the 
honour and dignity of our Castle. Bather let him 
peruse, with all due reverence, the eulogium pro- 
nounced upon chivalry by Mr. Ashmole, in his 
history of that most noble Order, the cradle of 
which was Windsor. 

** In the dignity, honour, and renown of knight- 
hood, is included somewhat of magnificmce more 
excellent than nobility itself; which, mounting the 
royal throne, becomes the assertor of civil nobility, 
and sits adjudge at the tribunal therefore. Knight 
is noted hy Camdeu as a iiarne of dignity, but 
baron is not so. For if heretofore a baron liad not 
received knighthood, he was written plainly by his 
Christian name, and that of his family, without 
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vny addition but that of Dominus, a term attributed 
to a knight ; and, in ancient chaiteTs, the titles and 
names of knights may be seen set before barons. 
It bestows gentilily, not only upon the meanly bom, 
but upon his descendants, and increases the honour 
of those well descended. Hereunto agrees the 
common law : if a villain be made a kuight, he is 
thereby immediately enfranchised, and consequently 
accounted a gentleman; agreeably to the Roman 
law, where the donation of a gold ring ennobled a 
slave. Maecenas died a companion of that order ; 
even kings and princes look upon it as an acces- 
sion — their other titles showing dominion and 
power, tiiis their valour and courage. Geysa, king 
of Hungary — Leopold, marquis of Austria — Otta- 
cher, duke of Stiria — Frederick, duke of Austria 
and Stiria — Godfrey, duke of Brabant, with Henry 
his son — Peter, king of Arragon — the emperor 
Henry III., our William Rufus, King Edward III., 
Henry VI., Henry VIL, Edward VI., Lewis XI., 
Francis I., kings of France, and others, received 
this dignity at the time they enjoyed their other 
titles. And though it is said the sons of the French 
king are knights as soon as they receive baptism, 
yet are they not judged worthy the kingdom, unless 
first solemnly created. And we elsewhere find, that 
the royal heirs of Arragon were suspended from 
the crown, until they had received the honour of 
knighthood. And after the Norman conquest, our 
youug princes were sent over to the neigh bou ring 
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kings to receive this honour. Thus our king, 
Henry II., was sent to David, king of Scots, and 
knighted by him in Carlisle ; and Edward, at the 
age of fifteen years, to Alphonsus XL, king of 
Castile, for the same dignity. In Hke manner did 
foreign princes repair hither to receive the honoiir 
from our kings ; — as Malcolm, king of Scotland, 
and Alexander, son of William, king of Scotland, 
knighted by our King John, anno 1212. So was 
Alexander III. by our King Henry III., at York, 
anno 1252, and Magnus, king of the Isle of Man, 
by the same king. All which sufficiently demon- 
strate the great renown of knighthood, and the 
honour and esteem which was ever had for that 
order." 

To understand the liistory of Windsor Cattle, it is 
necessary to conn3rehend the spirit and institutions 
of cliivalry. In its modern origin — for, in com- 
pliance wilh the matter of fact prejudices of the 
day, we shall leave King- Arthur in the back-* 
groimcl — it was the den of a monstrous Dragon, 
who lay coiled in the midst of its almost impene* 
trahle woods, whence he issued ever and anon to 
ravage and devour the country. Succeeding him 
came certain smaller monsters, who sometimes felt 
the hmce of the knight-errant, even in their forest 
lair; and after them the preux chevaliers them* 
selves held high carrouse in the now stately halls 
of Windsor, whence they sent forth troops of the 
brave into all quarters of the world, to the rescue 
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of distressed damsels, and the consolation of for- 
lorn widows. 

The Dragon, par excellence, was the brave 
Norman, who had no sooner crossed the channel, 
and possessed himself of a great kingdom, as easily 
as a robber ttikes a purse upon the highway — (and 
in somewhat the same fashion) — than he lool^ed 
round in search of a site, for an employment quite 
as necessary as war. William's conquest of England 
would not have been worth the trouble, had it not 
been able to furnish him with a forest for hunting ; 
and it fortunatdy happened, that this important tfeit* 
<2sraft(m was found at the distance of only a pleasant 
ride from his capital. The Saxon princes, whose 
dynasty he had brought to a bloody elose^ had 
formerly a palace in a low situation in the domain, 
which now drew his attention ; but this had been 
granted by the Confessor in the early part of the 
century to the monks of Westminster. William, 
however, had no ditEculty in getting bacic the 
prize, in lieu of which he assigned some lauds in 
Essex to the monastery. With better taste than 
his predecessors, he chose a bold brow of the 
Thames for the site of his hunting seat ; and, 
according to the manners and necessities of the 
times, the seat, as a matter of course, was con- 
structed as a fortress. The Saxon name of the 
tenitoiy is supposed to have been Windleyhopa, 
derived, as Camden supposes, from the winding 
shores of the river. This was gradually changed 
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into Wyndlechera, softened by Leland into Winde- 
lesore, and comipted us into Windsor. The 

fortress of William, in order to distinguish it from 
the other, was called New Windsor, and the sit« of 
the palace of the Saxon kings is Old W indsor to 
this day. 

We arc sorrv to he able to give the toiiowing elo- 
quent remarks, upon this reign as a quotation from 
an unknown book. Tbej are from the pen of our 
friend Thomas Roacoe, and occur in a publication 
projected by him, with the view of illustrating 
Windsor Castle. The speculation failed at the 
commencement, though, we need hardly add, not 
for want of talent. 

" Though firmly seated on his throne, and hold* 
ing his royal hunts and revels at his new palace* 
fortress of Windsor, while his fierce chiefs possessed 
themselves of England's baronial seats and wide 
domains, it was in vain the conqueror sought, by 
fbsteriu*^ repeated rebellions, to strike a last blow 
at the liberties of tlie country , The iittcmpt re- 
coiled on his own hcud ; for tlie example spread 
from the Anglo-Saxon eliiefs to his own baruns, to 
his own rebellious - on-, and to his own household. 
It is true the splendid prize of tlu; adventurers was 
parcelled out with lavish hand ; military lines of 
fortresses and castles were stretched over the allotted 
districts, and Norman lords took up their stations, 
like sentinels in a newly captured city. * Woe to 
the conquered !* might have been the motto in* 
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scribed on the conqueror's banner, that waved over 
town and tower, when the sun shone, and fniits 
and harvest no longer ripened for the liopeless 
countryman. A gloomy silence reigned over plains 
and valleys : instead of the evening carol and the 
old British sports, were heard the toU of the 
curfew bell, the heavy tramp of Norman horse, 
and the voice of the sted-clad foreigner, debarring 
the light of heaven, and ecnisigning the people to 
their nightly tomba. 

" It was then the roots of our feudal system struck 
deep into the soil ; and upon military proscription 
was founded that grand and noble system of here* 
ditary honours, which raised England to such a 
pinnacle of fame, gave her a new national exist- 
ence, a new aristocracy, and a new church ; all the 
advantages of a constitution and popular f^Qvem- 
ment, the envy of the world. It is tlm^. bv the 
wise decrees of Providence, that good springs out 
of evil, that British freedom retained its energy in 
the very heart of tyranny, when England appeared 
like one vast military settlement, as now the mili- 
tary farms and colonies of Russia ; its broad 
domains held only at lordly pleasure, or granted, 
for the luxury and enjoyment of the conquerors, in 
perpetuity to the wild animals of the forest. *Siet 
pro raiUme vobmtas,* seems to have been the only 
Norman law put into full force during the first 
half century after the conquest." 

William, at his death, bequeathed his possessions 
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to his two sons ; England to William, sumamod 
Rafus, and Normandy to Robert Neither of these 

princes is mentioned, at much length, in con- 
nexion with Windsor ; and it may be sufficient, 
therefore, to say that tlie former was a famous 
pawnbroker, lending money upon kingdoms, and 
that the latter, responding to the call of Peter the 
Hermit, which was at that time heard echoing 
tliroughout Europe, pledged his patrimony to his 
brother for ten thousand marks, and set forth for 
Jerttflalem as a Pilgrim of the Cross. 



CHAPTEB IL 



Jnt^fment apon tibe Coiii|imioi^« flunily— ^^omplctioo of Um flat 
OMtle— RemoTal tnm. Old to N«w WiDdBoi^Rognl etoqucnoe— The 

bereft father — "He never smiled ^igaia" — l&UlDeit «f the 
Private Wan— OeneiBl Confuuoa. 

On the death of William Rut us in the new forest 
by the hand of Walter Tyrrel, it was observed, as 
a singular fact, that not only Richard, an elder 
brother of the king's, had been gored to death Yyy 
a stag, but that Riehaid, his nephew, had lost his 
life in the same place, and in the same means. All 
men now exclaimed that thia was a judgment upon 
the conqueior^s cruelty, in diiying forth the people 
of that rich and noble district, to make room for 
his game, and that heaven had signalized its ven- 
geance by 80 many fatalities in the lives of his 
descendants. Rufus, at his death, was only iu the 
fortieth year of iiis age, and had reigned thirteen 
years, during which he had completed several un- 
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finished portions of the first Castle of Windsor, 
erected by his father ; and so decorated it with the 
spoils of the forests, that it resembled rather a vast 
establishment of gamekeepers, than a royal palace. 

Prince Heniy was with his brother in the forest, 
at the moment he fell slain by an arrow ; and, 
hurrying to Winchester, he first secured the royal 
treasure, drawing his sword, and threatening Bre- 
teuil, the then charicellor of the exchequer, (an 
easy office,) with iii^truit death, if he reiused to 
obey. He had to contend, however, with serious 
difficulties. Robert, invited by a large body of the 
nobility, landed in England; and the two brothers 
at the head of large armies, found themselres en- 
gaged in deadly strife. The next morning had 
decided the fete of a throne; but by the unanimous 
interposition of common friends, an adjustment of 
differences was arranged. This enabled Henry 
subsequently to invade Normandy, where a decisive 
battle was fought, in which he took Robert and his 
only son William prison^ and committed them 
to strict custody. 

Having now leisure to consolidate his throne, 
and, by wise recrulations, to attach to him tlie 
great interest.- (it tlie =tate, tlie aristocracy. «iiid the 
army, he directed his attention to the royal castle 
at Windsor ; the additional portions of which, 
b^un both by the Conqueror and W^illiam Rufus, 
especially the lighter parts, adapting it for princely 
residence, were yet in a half-finished state. To 
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Henr}' Beauclerk it was first indebted for assuming 
the character of a palace ; and it was considerably 
augiiieritctl and strengthened by artificers broiicrht 
over from Normandv. On the completion of tlitse 
"many goodly ljuililingf-, and having well fortified 
the wliolo, we arc told that, in the tenth year of his 
reign, he summoned thither all his chief nobility, 
and held his Whitsuntide with great state and 
magnificence. 

**In the year 1110/* says Holinshed, "Henry re- 
moved his court from Old to New Windsor, which 
has ever since continued to be one of the chief 
royal palaces, and is the principal summer residence 
of our present gracious sovereign, who, besides the 
princely domain of Windsor, retains in his own 
hand some of the neighbouring manors, and the 
adjoining hundred of Brag, Gookham, Begnhurst, 
and Ripplemere." 

lii 1127, this monarch also held his Whitsuntide 
here, when David, King of Scotland, and the 
English barons, swore fealty to the empress Maude, 
the king's daughter. He was married at Windsor 
to his second queen, Adelaide, daughter of God> 
frey, duke of Louvaine, in 1 122. 

But the disputes with Anseim, and the clergy, 
and the court of Rome, allowed Henry 1. but little 
time to devote to the pleasures of royalty. With 
the aid of the court of Rome, the malcontents 
fomented conspiracies and insurrections both in 
England and his extensive dominions on the con* 
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tinent. Threatened with rebellion and ezoommu- 
nication, he was at length induced Co adopt con- 
ciliatory meaflures by the earnest a])pcals of his 
sister, the countess de Blois, a lady of singular 
piety, who was terrified, it is said, at tlio imminent 
risque lier brother rau of eternal perdiiiou. The 
French king also presented young William, who 
had made his escape, L>€fore a o;encral council 
assembled at Rhoim«, and inveifflicd against the 
injustice of Henry iu detaining his father, duke 
Robert, one of the most distinguished champions 
who had borne arms for the cross, under the special 
protection of the holy see. But Htnn,-, with 
equal vigour and dexterity, despatched his English 
bishops to the synod, with orders to gain the ear of 
the pope and his fiivorites with liberal donations ; 
cautioning them at the same time not to admit any 
further claims. ** Hasten/' be said ; " salute pope 
Calixtus in my name ; listen to his apostolic pre- 
cepts; but beware how yon bring any of bis new 
monitions into my kingdom i" The plan suc- 
ceeded; and, after a conference held the same 
summer between these two wily belligerents, in 
which the king had recourse to similar means, his 
holiness facetiously observed, "that of all men 
with whom he had ever had the pleasure to con- 
verse, Henry of England was beyond comparison 
the most eloijuent an<l persuasive." He next de- 
feated tlic T rench in a great battle at Brenncville, 
commanded by prince WilUam, the son of iiobert, 
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who fought with the utmost biayeiy. Henry waa 
in imminent danger, being wounded in the head 

by Crispin, a gallant Norman ; yet still undis- 
mayed, he arose and struck his enemy to tlie 
ground, when his English soldiers, animated hy the 
sight of their monarch's bravery, again charged, 
and ptit French, Normans, and Burgundians to 
the rout. Lewis himself escaped with the utmost 
difficulty in this memorable action; and yet we are 
told that, out of nine hundred horsemen, wearing 
heavy armour, two only were Blain. The armour, 
in fact, worn by the knights was almost a com- 
plete protection. The great slaughter was among 
the peasants ; although, it must be confessed, these 
took every opportunity of running in among the 
iron-sheathed combatants, when they saw one of 
their tyrants unhorsed, and lying helpless but un- 
hurt upon the earth, and then searching for a chink 
in his armour, th^ stung him to death with their 
long knives. 

Henry I. was now one of the most powerful 
monarchs in Christendom ; yet all his good fortune 
and public prosperity could not protect him from 
thoee closing mischances and calamities that seemed 

to pursue his race. At the moment of his highest 

success,— just reconciled to his family, — admired 
and applauded, if not beloved, by his people, — 
one incident di p^i^ od his remaining years of hope 
and repose. He lost his favourite f*on, attended by 
a hundred and forty young noblemen, of the most 
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distiiiguished {amilies in England and Normandy, 

ail of whom, as well as his natural daugliLer the 
countess of Perche, were lost in their passage home, 
only a few hours after the safe arrival of the kiug. 
He is said to have swooned at the intelligence, and 
was never afterwards seen to smile. 

It is this incident which called forth one of the 
moBt beautiful efiusions of Mrs. Uemans: — 

The bark that held u prince went down, 

Tli« tweeping wftTM rolled on ; 
And what waa &i^and'a gknkras crown 

To him that wept a son ? 
!Ie lived— for life may Ion" he bonto, 

hrc sorrow break ita ckain : 
Why oomet not death to thove who mcmni f 

Ha wmt oniled tgaia 1 

There stood proud forma ftMHind lito Umne, 

Tlif stately and the bmve, 
But which could fill the place of one. 

That one beneaUi the weto f 
Bebn him pMwd the yooag end fidr. 

In pleasure's reckless tiaiB, 
But seas dashed o'er his son'a hqgbt hair* 

Ue never smiled again. 

He sat where festal bowls went round. 

He heard the minstrel sing ; 
He law (be teuine/e tioIoi eiowiied, 

Aaaidei Uie Ui^ly f^g* 
A murmur of the restless deep 

Waa blent with every strain, 
A voiee of irinde Ant woiild not deepy-- 

Hfl never aniled again 1 
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Hearts, in that time, closed o'er the tmce 

Of vawi moot fondly poured, 
And stimnigett took the kiuinaB*! pkoe 

At many a joyous board ; 
Graves, which tnjr !nvc had brithctl with tean» 

Were left to heaven's bright rain, 
Fraili hopsB wrao horn for oCber jeon^ 

He never muled ^gain I 

Henry was paiticulariy att&ched to his new 
pftlace-residenoe of Windsor, and as fond of hunt- 
ing in its forests as his predecessors. He aug- 
mented their precincts, already too greats and also 
the forest laws. To kill a stag was as criminal as 
to murder a man; and all dogs kept on the borders 
were mutilated. He executed justice with rigour, 
and theft was first made capital in liis reign ; he 
granted a charter to London, and did imicli to 
suppress tliose deadly feuds and liberty of private 
revenge tiiat often deluded the streets of tlie city 
with blood. During the reign of Stephen, we find 
mention of Windsor Castle under the title of Mota 
de Wiadetore, — the fortress, — in the surety of peace 
entered into between that prince and Henry II. 
Besides a disputed succession, the high clergy 
exacted terms still more destructive of public peace 
and of the royal authority. The lords assumed 
the right of fortifying their castles, maintaining a 
military establishment, and defending themselves 
against all enemie8,not excepting the king. The laws, 
bad as they were, losing their force, these edifices 
spread rapidly on all sides; and each province, 

c 
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county, aii l district, became so numy petty sove- 
reignties, whose teudal chief's exercised the roval 
prerogative of declaring war against eacli other. 
Each noble had liis vassals, and licentious merce- 
naries and adventurers flocked to join them from 
all quarters. Supported by mutual violence and 
rapine, the unhappy people were the general prey. 
The wars of the nobles were pursued with unex- 
ampled ferocity ; they levied contributions, and 
coined money; while the inferior gentry and the in- 
habitants were reduced to purchase their protection, 
comply with their exactions, and eren aBsist them 
in plundering their neighbours. 

The appearance of one castle, in any part, im- 
mediately led to that of its rival ; and the aristo- 
cratic power rose to its utmost height during the 
reign of a prince, who, having usurped tiie throne, 
was obliged to tolerate in his supporters the same 
injustice and violence to which he owed his power. 

It is instructive to read by what a slender tenure 
landed, and nearly all other property, were held, 
during times wlien one half tlu; citizens of London 
would turn out against the other half, and, headed 
by men of note — sometimes by the mayor himself— 
deliberately proceed to break open and pillage the 
houses — when untrained bands, and armies of rioters, 
were afoot on a given signal, setting all authority 
at defiance — and when apprentices, trades, gentles, 
nobles, and ecclesiastics, once together by the ears^ 
kept the old city and its demolished watch and 
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ward in one wild uproar — one aBtouiiding din. Can 
we be surprised to hear that very few of the estates 
in Berkshire, or elsewhere, continued long in the 
same £unilies, (even in those that possessed them at 
the period of the conquest,) when the general 
surrey contained in doomsday*booh, and, begun by 
Alfred, was continued ? 

The Windsors, indeed, retained the manor of 
Hayboume for throe centuries, but their other 
estates had iiiucli earlier passed into other hands. 
The Mortimers also held several manors in the 
same county during several generations. Fitz 
Aneulf's descended from the Pajanel* to the baro- 
nial family of Somery, and eventually became 
divide among coheirs. The Musards were fortunate 
enough to possess their estates till the reign of 
Henry 111. And soon after the foundation of 
Reading Abbey, though it became possessed of 
several manors in the county of Berkshire, it, too, 
subsequently shared the fate of so much lay, as 
well as clerical property. Fuller accordingly oth 
serves, in his quaint language, ** that the lands of 
Berkshire are veiy skittish,** and apt to cast their 
ownors, which he imputes not so much to the 
unruliness of the beasts as to the unskilfulness of 
the riders ; and expresses a hearty wish that the 
Berkshire gentry may be better settled in their 
saddles, so that the many sweet places in this 
county might not be subject to so many muta- 
tions. And this amusing author's remark might 

c 2 
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have been apjilicd, witli ('<|iial justice, to other parts 
of Euglaiid iiiidcr a t-vstcin of perpetual changes 
and transitions in her political, as now in her 
monetary, alarms and revolutions. 

Of this truth we scarcely need the shade of the 
venerable surveyor to assure us, when he observes, 
that " many neat houses and pleasant seats there 
be in this country, both on the Hennel and Thames^ 
such as Aldennaston, Englefield, &c. These still 
rank among the most distinguished in the country, 
in which also may be placed Bascot Park, Holme 
Park in Sunning Padworth-house, Pusey-houee, 
Sandlefi^rd, and Swallowfield.*' " Gardeners/' con- 
tinues the antiquary, complain that some kinds 
of flowers and fruits will not grow prosperously, 
nor thrive kindly, in the suburbs of London. This 
they impute to the smoke of the city, oflensive 
thereunto. Sure I am, that ancient gentry iu this 
country, sown thick enough in former times, come 
up but thiu in our age/* 

" Of names whicli were in days of yore. 
Few remain here of a groat etore." 

It was even then remarked as singular, that not 
one family descended, in the male line, from any 
of the gentry enumerated in the former lists, was 
left in the country ; and it was believed that Sir 
H. C. Englefield was the only person so descended 
who possessed any estate in it. 
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During the bitter wan between Stephen and the 
empress Maude, Windeor Castle does not appear 
to have received any accession of strength or 

beauty ; but was considered fortunate to have 
escaped the devastations of tlie times, not having 
sustained even a siege. On the subsequent peace, 
being now held in point of iraporfanee, the second 
fortress in the kingdom, it was committed to the 
safe custory of the valiant Kichard de Lucy. After 
Ins accesuon to the crown, Henry II. held his 
Easter at Windsor in 1 1 70 ; where he entertained, 
with great ms^ificence, William, king of Scot- 
land, and his brother David» — both of whom after- 
wards, by the fortune of war, became his prisoners, 
and who had now come to congratulate him as 
Mends, on his return iW>m Brittany. 
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Pre-eminently a])k' and enlig-htenetl as he was, 
Henry 11. was not equal to the fearful cnsi:^ ni 
which he found himself, by tlie revolt of his three 
sons, supported by tiie king of France ; his re- 
fractory barons, the more dangerous hostility of 
Thomas a Becket, and the intrigues of bis own 
court. He found himself reduced to propose terms to 
so many enemies, and secure his throne and safety 
by associating with him his son in the cares of 
government In order to give greater dignity to 
the ceremony,* the king himself officiated at table 



It aj)])L;irN that silk c^rmpnt"' vrrro then known in England, and 
that the coronation robes of the young king and queen cost X87 
IQt. 4d,, in money of that age. 
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as one of the tetinue ; and observed to his son, 
" that never king was more royally served." " It 
is nothing extraordinary," returned the prince to 
one of his courtiers, *' if the son of a count should 
serve the son of a kino." However happy a 
pleasantry, — and even in one sense a complimeut, — 
the saying was regarded as a sign of his amhitious 
temper, and his conduct justified the supposition. 
In less than a year afterwards, this indulgent 
Either had the deep mortificatioii to behold his son, 
his royal colleague and successor, in the train 
of King Lewis of France, his mortal enemy, at- 
tended by his two brothers. The meeting between 
the two rival monarchs, and the rebellious sons, 
was a strange and painful one,— especially to the 
mind of the king, susceptible at once of the noblest 
and most tender impressions. Still he appeared 
rather as a dictator and conqueror, than a sner for 
peace; for, single-handed, he had just discomfited 
all liis adversaries. Foiled and beaten at every 
point, Lewis, and the rebellious sons of this truly 
great monarch, appeared covered wifli humiliation 
and confusion ; a shade of the deepest sorrow 
passed over his countenance as they advanced ; on 
kneeling to crave his pardon, he raised them up ; 
and, feeling for their disgrace, he proposed to them 
such terms as they might have been ashamed to 
ask, and could have been dictated only by the 
strongest parental affection. 

During the king's absence, the famous Richard 
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de Lucy, governor of Windsor CaBfcle, and guardian 
of the realm, distinguished himself by his victories 
no less than his royal master. The king of Scot^ 

land, who had so recently participated in the 
festivities of the castle, with his brother, and 
enjoyed with his younger brother the pleasures of 
the chacc, and tlic mure animating exercise of the 
jonst, thought projjpr to break the truce, and com- 
mitted great devastations in Northumberland. En- 
trusting bis charge of the castle to a faithful officer, 
the brave go\'LrTior of Windsor resolved to dis- 
charge the higher duties confided to him by his 
sovereign, and marched promptly in pursuit of the 
Scottish king. He attacked, and drove him before 
him, compelling him to enter into new and humi- 
liating terms. He then turned his arms against 
the Earl of Leicester, one of the bitterest enemies 
of the king, and who had personally threatened 
his life, and now at the head of a large body of 
Flemings, supported by numerous malcontents, 
invaded his kiiigdoni. Though inferior in force, 
the noble govt rnor drew out and harangued his 
men ; " calling to mind the heroic conduct of their 
monarch, — tlie treachery of his sons and allies, — 
that his eyes were upon them, — and his hopes of 
terminating the glorious labours in which he was 
BO long engaged rested upon them/' Nothing 
could resist the ardour of the Englbh ; the un- 
wieldy mass of Flemish (many of them artificers) 
was broken at the first shock; ten thousand are 
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said to have been put to the sword, the Earl of 
Leicester was made prisoner, and the rest sub- 
mitted on terms of being permitted to return to 
their coimtr}'. 

But the guardian of Windsor CasUe, and the 
kingdom had still a host of enemies to contend 
with. Though ably seconded by Geoffrey, bishop 
of Lincoln, the king's natural son by the fair 
Bosamoiid} and difltingaiahed alike in the cabinet 
and in the field, he had difficulty to stand his 
ground, till the return of his royal master. 

At the expiration of the truce, the king of Scot- 
land again broke into the northern proyinces, at 
the head of eighty thousand men ; while Henry's 
rebellious sons and nobles impeded the exertions of 
De Lucy ou every side. In tliis emergency, the 
king hastened his return ; and, landing at South 
ampton, he first proceeded to Canterbury, in order 
to make atonement at the tomb of its deceased 
arclibisliop, Thomas a Becket, in compliance with 
the popular superstition of the times. On ap- 
proaching the church, he dismounted, walked bare- 
foot, and, prostrating himself before the saint's 
shrine, continued in prayer, fasting the entire day, 
and watching the holy reliques by night. Then, 
appearing before a chapter of the monks, he took 
off his robes, put a scourge into the hands of each, 
and, baring his shoulders, submitted to the lashes 
inflicted in succession by the holy brotherhood. 
Next day he obtained absolution; and, ou reaclung 
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London, received iiitellifjcnce of a great victory 
over t!ie Scots, obtained on the very day of his 
absolution, which was generally regarded as a con- 
firmation of Iiis sincere reoonciliation with heaven, 
and with bis dead enemy. 

In the last great and important battle, William 
of Scotland was himself taken prisoner, and con- 
ducted — no longer a guest — ^to the castle he had 
before visited in very different circumstances. 
Having cjuelled the diBturbances in England, Henry 
entered upon another campaign In Normandy, 
which he conducted with equal rapidity and suc- 
cess. He again received the submission of his 
sons, but was careful tu ^rant them less favourable 
conditions than before, confining them to a limited 
pension, and separate castles wfiich lie granted for 
their place of residence. He exacted also seven; 
terms from tlie king of Scotland, as the price of 
his liberty, which he granted unconditionally to 
more than nine hundred knights who had been 
taken prisoners. William, having so repeatedly 
broken his engagements, was required to do hom- 
age for Scotland, and all his other dominions, and 
engage that all his barons and bishops should take 
an oath of fealty. He was to deliver up the for- 
tresses of Edinburgh, Stirling, Berwick, and Rox- 
burgh, till the due performance of the articles. 
Henry subsequently received the homage of the 
whole kingdom in the cathedral at York ; and 
farther required the king and states to uiai^e a 
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perpetual cession ot" tlic fortresses. By tliiis taking 
advantage of his good fortunp, and the want ot iaitli 
of the Scottish king, he struck the first blow at 
the independence of the country, and opened the 
way for his lucoeflflors. 

Having now displayed all the qualities of a great 
commander and a statesman, he devoted himself, 
with no less talent and capacity, to the duties of a 
legislator. His equitable and enlightened adminis- 
tration soon extended the interests, and secured 
the peace and prosperity of his widely-spread 
dominions. He abolished many ahsnrd and oppres- 
sive laws ; and in the trial by duel or battle, only 
admitted tlie jjarties to challenge by a jury of 
twelve freeholders, as fixed by the laws of Alfred, 
ami of ancient usage in England. Tiiis has never 
been abolislied ; and there is au instance of it even 
up to the times of Queen Elizabeth, lie made a par- 
tition of England into four divisions, and appointed 
justices to go the circuit, which had an excellent 
effect in curbing the violence and injustice of the 
barons, and protecting property. To restore the 
authority of the government and the magistracy, 
he eveiy where aimed at destroying the newly- 
erected castles, and allowed no fortress to remain 
in the custody of men whom he had reason to 
suspect. At the same time, he fixed an assize of 
arms, which required all his subjects to put them- 
selves in readiness, for defending themselves and 
their country. Every man of a certain rank was 
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bound to provide a coat of mail, a helmet, a fshicld, 
and a lance ; for it would appear tliat archery, for 
which the i)eople afterwards became so renowned, 
was yet far from having the reputation it afiterwards 
acquired! and the spear and battle-aze were the 
chief weapons in use. 

The decUning years of this great prince, still 
intent upon his noble and beneficent labours, were 
darkened by fresh grief and trouble. His sons, 
implacable and ungrateful to the last, once more 
combined with their fiither's enemies,— enemies, 
too, whose family discords it had been his earnest 
study to allay. When not engaged in opposing 
their king, they were in active hostility against 
eacli other. But at the castle of Martel, near 
Turenne, Prince Henrj^ was seized with a fever; 
and, feeling the sudden approach of death, ho was 
seized with remorsBj and sent to his fatlier, express- 
ing his contrition, and his desire to behold him 
before he died. Apprehensive, from the former 
conduct of his son, that he had some concealed 
design in view, he conceived it his duty not to 
compromise his safety, by complying with his 
prayer ; but when he heard of his sincere repent- 
ance, and his death, such was the shock that he 
thrice fainted away ; and bewailed his cruelty and 
false fears, which deprived his child of the power 
ol ntniiing his errors, and breathing his last si^li 
ill the arms of an atiectionate father. As if to add 
to the poignancy of his sorrows, the example of their 
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eldest brother's death produced no change in the 
conduct of his surviving sons. They even broke 
out into frc><;h violence; and Geofirey, the most 
subtlo nn(\ treachewms of them all, requiring that 
Anjou should be annexed to his dominions of 
Brittany* fled to the court of France, and levied an 
army to march against his &ther. While thus 
employed, he happened to attend a tournament at 
Paris, where he was run through the body by his 
antagonist. Soon after bis decease, his countess 
was delivered of a son, — the tmfortunate yonng 
Arthur who fell a victim to the ambition of his 
unnatural uncle. 

Richard, also, at the instigation of the French 
king, raised tlie standard of revolt, and even did 
homage to tlie king of France ; tlius involving 
the veteran chief and king, and oue of the ten- 
derest of parents, in a new war with France, and 
all his enemies. 

Here at length his usual military fortune 
deserted him; for he had entered almost heart- 
broken uponthe war he was forced to undertake. 
The cowardice and corruption of his governors^ 
threw a number of fortresses into the enemy's 
hands; and he was compelled to submit to the 
rigorous terms imposed upon him. Asking for 
the list of those lords to whom he was hound to 
grant jjardou, he saw at the head of them the name 
of his son John, whosi- interests he had ever care- 
fully consulted ; so that he bad even excited the 
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of his brothers. Already mortified and broken 
down, the wretched father burst into excIamatioiDS 

ul the deepest despair ; in the words of Job, he 
cursed the day in which he was born, ami while 
weeping over tlie dead, lie pronounced a terrible 
malediction on tlie heads of his surviving children, 
which lie would never afterwards reral. 

In July, 1189, he breathed his last; and the sole 
mourner among his children, who followed him to 
his last home, was a natural son, Geoffrey, who 
had remained in peace, and never offended his 
&ther. Richard went to see the dead body of his 
parent as it lay in state, and, like his brother, was 
struck with remorse at the sight. It was attested 
by the witnesses, that, at the instant he fixed his 
eyes upon the serene and pallid features, blood 
started from the mouth and nostrils; and, im- 
pressed with the popular belief, the prince ex- 
claimed with horror, that he was his father's 
murderer, and vowed to make atouemcnt by all 
means in his power. 

Windsor Castle was the favorite residence of the 
deceased inonarch, — where he held both his court 
and paiiianient, and received both foreign princes 
and his great nobles, with the distinction and 
magnificence becoming a great king. On his 
return from his continental campaigns, honourable 
to him alike as a g^eral and a statesman, he 
lavished peculiar marks of favour on his &ithful 
governor of the fortress and guardian of the realm, 
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the able and enlightened De Lucy. When, in 
1175, he bad united with him his son Henry, in 
his crown and prerogatiyes, the two kings held a 
parliament at Windsor, attended by the judges, 
deputies of counties and districts, and all the great 
officers of the state. Heniy also kept bis ensuing 
Christmas with the rude magnificence and display 
peculiar to the times, and all the ancient sports and 
usages ; in which the nobles and gentry of the sur^ 
rounding country assisted with much splendour, at 
the hunt and tourney, and bestowed lavish gilts on 
the spectators and tha people. After the kingdom 
was parcelled out iuto four jurisdictions, another 
parliament was held at the castle, in 1179, by the 
two kings; and, in 1184, Henrv for the last time 
celebrated his Cliristmas in the same iiail of state: 
his son, who had shared the throne with him, being 
then dead. 
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On ascending the tlirone, Richard I., by liis first 
measures, showed that his repentance for tlie rebel- 
lious conduct he had so repeatedly Ix-en gnilty of" 
towards his father, was durable and sincere. He 
dismissed his former associates and abettors from 
his counsels and regard, holding them ever after in 
hatred and contempt. He continued the ministers 
and all the faithful officers of the late king in their 
respective trusts ; and admitted those to whom he 
bad been attached into his private confidence. This 
behavioury it was observed, in a prince so much 
guided by impulse and passion as Richard Coeur 
de Lion, might justly be ascribed to the most 
honourable motives ; and, perhaps, the ardour with 
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which he embraced the wild project of the crusade, 
was embued with a feeling of religious coutrition, 
as well as a resistleBs lov(! of military glo^^^ He 
confided the formal government of the kingdom, 
during his absence, to the queen dowager, whom 
he released from confinement ; and he showered 
hiB bounties with too lavish a hand upon his brother 
John. 

At the same time, he appointed Hugh dc Pudscy, 
bishop of Durham, and Longehamp, bishop of Ely, 
and also chancellor, justiciaries and guardians of 
the realm ; who^ on the departure of the monarch, 
took up their residence at Windsor Castle, as one 
of the places of greatest strength. While Richard 
thus risked the loss of his kingdom^ making every 
sacrifice to carry through his bold and pious enter- 
prize, his outward bearing — frank, noble, and 
yet with any thing but an air of sanctity — called 
forth some strictures from the preachers of the 
crusade, l ulk, curate of Neuilly, ventured to re- 
prove him to bis face, advising him to reform bis 
vices, especially his pride, avarice, and voluptuous- 
ness, which he had the audacity to term the king's 
three favorite daughters. 

" You advise me well," was Richard's reply ; 
** and I hereby make a present of the first to the 
templars, of the second to the benedictines, and of 
the third to my prelates." 

We shall treat, by and by, somewhat at large 
of the Order of the Garter; but it is necessary 
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to say here, in chronological order, that Richard 
18 supposed by some authorities to have been 
the fiaiunder of the institution. '*Yet/* saith 
the old chronicler, *<in the rery book of the 
first institution which William Dethick» Garter 
Principal King of Arms, (a gentleman very 
studious in every thing relating to honour 
and tlie nobility,) gave mc a sie;lit of, we read 
thus : ' When King Richard 1* d liis armies against 
the Turks and Saracens, Cyprus and Acre, and 
was weary of such lingering delay, while the sief^e 
was carried on with a wouderful deal of trouble, 
at length, upon a divine inspiration, fby tlie aj)j)a- 
rition, it was thou<^lit, of St. (leorge,) it came into 
his mind to draw upon tlie legs of certain chosen 
knights of bis, a certain tuck of leather, such as he 
had then ready at hand, whereby, being reminded 
of that future glory which was then promised them 
if they conquered, it might be an incitement to 
push them on to the behaving themselves with 
courage and resolution, in imitation of the Romans, 
who had such variety of crowns with whkh, upon 
several accounts, they presented and honoured their 
soldiers, that, by instigations of this kind, cowardice 
might be shaken off, and valour and bravery might 
arise, and start out with more vigour and resolu- 
tion.' " 

And he had need of some extniordjiiarv or 
supernatural aid to support bis authority and 
honour, when he left his castle of Windsor in the 
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joint custody of two lord Ijisliops, and one a 
rliancellor, made over eight castles with immense 
territory to his treacherous brother, and sold or 
alienated much of his royal domain?. He had no 
sooner sailed, than the two prelates broke out into 
the most violent animosity, and excited alarm and 
confusion throughout the kingdom. Elated by his 
good fortune, the more wily Frenchman resolved 
to anticipate hifl adyersary ; and as lord chancellor 
and lord bishop, uniting powers both temporal 
and spiritua], and armed with full papal authority, 
he scnipled not to seize his colleague, put him 
under arrest, and confine him close prisoner in the 
tower of the castle of which he bad been left in com- 
mand. He went so far as to insist on the bishop of 
Durham resiguiiig the earldom of Northumberland, 
as the price of his liberty. On receiving intelli- 
gence of this event, Richard despatched letters, 
requiring him to be set free, and reinstated in his 
dignities ; but the chancellor refused to reeal his 
orders ; allcofinG: that, by his rank, he was the best 
and first judge in the land, and withal keeper of 
the king's conscience, and his secret wishes. 

To be governor of the castle, and guardian of 
the realm, this presumptuous prelate now took 
upon himself all the dignity and honours of a 
prince regent, — held his court, his councUs, his 
tourneys, and his hunting parties, with becoming 
magnificence, treated the old nobility with arro- 
gance, and delighted to mortify them by a studied 
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display ol" liis superior j)o\\ ct aud richea. When 
he travelled, he was attended by a guard of fil'teen 
hundred mercenaries ; and the titles of governor ot 
W indsor Castle, and «^uardiau of the realm, drew 
all eyes upon him, and nobles and knights thought 
themselves honoured in l)eing admitted into his 
train. When he stopped at any castle or monastery, 
in his royal progress through the kingdom, his 
retinue, it is stated, was sufficient to devour, in one 
night, the leyenue of several years. 

King Richard, yet detained in Europe, and 
indignant at the repeated accounts sent over of his 
extreme arrogance and ostentation, appointed no 
less than five of the most powerful and influential 
barons to restrain him : the archbishop of Rouen, 
the Earl of Strigil, Geotfrcy Fitz Peter, William 
Briewere, .uul Hugh Bardolf; but the lord elian- 
ccUor, the bishop, the pope's legate, the governor 
of Windsor Castle, and guardian of the realm, — 
concentrating all these jjotfiit ])er«onagcs in one, — 
was more than a fair match tor them all. 

So great, indeed, was the awe inspired by all 
these itinerant dignitaries travelling in the same 
person, such the fear excited by his vigour and 
severity, and respect for his magnificence and 
ostentation, that neither archbishop nor earl ven- 
tured to present the king's mandate; and the 
supreme chancellor, lord of castle and kingdom, 
continued to issue his mandates, as if he had been 
the legitimate despot of the land. But his vaulting 
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ambition at lasf overleaped itself, and fell on tlie 
other side. He threw Geoffrey, archbishop of York, 
into a dungeon ; and Prince John, conceiving it 
now tim(! to step forth, and take the lion's share of 
the country's spoils, exclaimed against thia breach 
of ecclesiastical privilege, and summoned the 
governor to appear before a general council of the 
nobility and prelates assembled at Reading. His 
descent down the wheel of fortune was just as rapid 
as his rise ; and, conscience-stricken and craven in 
heart, he did not even try to rebound. Instead 
of fiiclng his enemies, he retired to the tower of 
London; but taking alarm at the idea of being shut 
up there, he fled in female disguise, stripped of 
all his ill-earned honours, and vainly attempted 
to conciliate and draw Prince John into new 
schemes — ^who rejected all his overtures for the 
single reason, that the " whole is greater than 
a part." 

On the fall of its profligate governor, AVindsor 
Castle was delivered in trust to the Earl of Arun- 
del ; bnt the disorders of England were in no 
degree mitigated, tliougli tlu.' fame of the king's 
heroic actions in Palestine filled every mouth. A 
succession of victories had brought him within 
sight of Jerusalem — ^the object of all his efforts ; 
when the interest and treacher\' of his allies 
arrested his onward career, and left him at the 
mercy of his worst enemies* While the brother 
in whom he had confided usurped his power and 
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ravaged all the land, his bitterest foe, Philip of 
France, abetted him in all his trenpons ; and it is 
even said, received his homage lor the crown of 
England, with a stipulation for part of Normandy, 
After the disastrous tidings of Richard's imprison- 
ment, which filled England with consternation, 
both these princes resolved to carry into force their 
nefarious and dishonourable views. While Philip 
invaded Normandy, John landed in England ; and, 
half by surprise, half by corruption, got possession 
of the castles of Windsor and Wallingford. He 
then set out for London, where he every where 
spread &lse tidings of his brother's death, and 
formally claimed the throne as immediate heir to 
the deceased king. The reports were disbelieved, 
his claims rejected, and the justiciaries, seconded 
by the public voice, took their measures so well, 
that the prince, hnding himself abandoned, with- 
drew nQnm to the French court, and proclaimed 
his alliance with Philip. 

The sufferings of Richard, meanwhile, subjected 
to ail kinds of privation and indignity, lingering 
in an Austrian dungeon, caused the utmost sym^ 
pathy among all ranks of people. Never was a 
royal ransom more cheerfully or more rapidly 
raised; and subsequent intelligence of his free- 
dom, and return, spread the utmost joy throughout 
his dominions, both in England and on the con- 
tinent. He reached London, March 20, 1194, an 
event which inspired so much confidence in his 
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friends, and terror in bis enemies, that the latter 
either threw themselves on his mercy, or sought 
safety by flight ; and his most powerful adversary, 
Philip, wrote the following brief and laconic warn- 
ing to his old confederate John : *< Now, take care 
of yourself, ibr the devil is bmken loose/' 

In the ensuing war, so prompt and decisive were 
Richard's movements, that Prince John, anticipating 
the result, fled from the French, and threw himself 
at his injured brother's feet, and was pardoned, at 
the intercession of tlie queen mother. "I forgive 
him," said tlic frank-hearted monarcli, " and hope 
I may as easily forget his injuries as he will my 
pardon." He was aware of liis character, and the 
atrocious acts that stained his reputation as a sol- 
dier and a man. A shame to knighthood, he bad 
basely betrayed his trust, and his duties on every 
side. In last deserting from the French king, he 
had invited the officers of the garrison to a dinner, 
in the fortress of Evreuz ; and, during the enter- 
tainment, fell upon them, and put them with the 
garrison to the sword. He then delivered up the 
place as a peace-offering to his brother, who now 
knew and despised him. 

One of the singular incidents in the ensuing 
campaign, was the capture of the bisliop of Beau- 
vois, of high military reputation, a good politician, 
and a near relative of l^e French king. Richard, 
who, ever since the fantastic exploits of his bishop 
governor of Windsor, detested these fighting pre- 
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lates, immediately Uirew him into chaina. When 
the pope, at Philip's intercession, demanded his 
liberty, and laid claim to him as a spiritual son, 
the monarch sent to His Holiness the coat of mail, 
all stained with blood, worn by the bishop in his 
last battle. Employing in his turn, the weapons of 
Scripture against that clerical son, who had used the 
arms of flesh against his enemies, he addressed the 
pope in the words of Jacob's sons to the Patriarch : 
** This have we found : know now whether it be 
th}' son's coat or no." Such was the ferocitv with 
which this war was carried on, that, on botli sides, 
they put out the eyes of tlic prisoner?, — and these 
barbarities were continued till the period of 
Richard's death. 



1 



OHAFTEB T. 

King John — Horrible barbarity — Henry III. — Robbery flf the City 
of London — Reflncinent of crm lty — Anecdotes — Original form of the 
Castle — Fortiiications — Description of the diffcrvut stages — Qmnd 
lilQtrancc— Anglo-NomMm wA Aqglo-Suoos. 

Windsor Castle answered more completely the 
purpose of a fortress in tlie time of King John, 
than at any period to v\ h we have yet arrived. 
He took refuge here during- the perilous struggle 
between him and his barons ; and after Magna 
Charta bad been extorted from him at Runemede, 
he retired to Windsor to give loose to his mortified 
feelings, in actions which resemble the freaks of 
iDsanity. He caught up clubs and sticks, gnawed 
them with his teeth, and broke them in pieces, 
interspersing the faroe with oaths and maledictions, 
execratmg his mother, and, like Job, ** cursing his 
day." Soon, awaking from this phrenz} , he gave 
secret orders to have his castle garrisoned, with the 
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view of bieakiiig Mth with his barons, and setting 
tiiem at defiance; but the scheme being discovered, 
he fled to the Isle of Wight, wheie he lived for 
some months with ilshermen-pirates, jcnning them 

in their expeditions. 

When John fhowed liimselt" upon the scene 
again, (for no humau being knew what had become 
of him during tlicse maritime recreations,) his 
subjects called in Louis, the French kino;'s son, to 
th(ur assistance ; and tlie combined army besieged 
Dover and Windsor — the hitter l)ciug bravely de- 
fended by Inglehard de Achie witli a small garri- 
son. Among the traditions of this castle is one 
whicli^ even when related of John, almost exceeds 
belief. He is said to have demanded, as a hostage, 
the son of De Biaouae« a nobleman who had given 
him some ofience. The lady only being at home 
on the arrival of his messenger, she replied, with 
the unreflecting courage of a woman, that **her 
child should not be entrusted to him who could 
slay his own nephew whereupon the ling seized 
both her and her son, built them up in a closet in 
Windsor Castle, and starved them to death ! This 
monster at lengtli proved, by dying, tiiat lie had 
some properties of human nature; and a conti-m- 
porary historian remarked on the occasion — " Hell 
felt lierself defih'd by his admission.** 

Henry III. made large additions to Windsor 
Castle; and such was his anxiety on the subject, 
that, in 1243, a royal commission was issued to 
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Walter de Grey, archbishop of York, directing him 
to proceed with the construction of the king's 
chapel, both in winter and summer, till the whole 
should be completed. This document directs, that 
'* a lofty wooden roof, like the roof of the new work 
at Litchfield, should be made to appear like stone^ 
work, with good cdling and painting; that the 
chapel should be covered with lead, and four 
gilded images be put up in it, where the king had 
before directed images of the same kind to be 
placed ; and that a stone turret should be made in 
front of the chapel, of sufficient size to hold three 
or four bells." 

In 1260, Alexander III. of Scotland, and Henry's 
favourite daughter Mar*]^aret, his queen, visited 
Windsor Castle ; where the latter, being: pregnant, 
remained some time after lier Imsbaijil, and gave 
birth to a daughter. During the struggle between 
Henry and his barons, in which the city of London 
took a part against the king, the young prince 
Edward, on returning from his successful expedi- 
tion into Wales, marched against the citizens, sur- 
prised them in their hive, and seized their military 
chest, containing ten thousand pounds, which they 
had placed for safety in the house of the Templars. 
With this booty he retired in triumph to Windsor, 
where he knew he should be secure. At this period, 
the king and queen resided In the Tower of Lon- 
don ; but the queen, fearing for her safety, would 
have sought her son's protection at Windsor. The 
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citizens, however, in her passage up the river, 
prevented lier from passing through London Bridge; 
they endeavoured to sink the royal barge, and 
compelled her to return to the Tower ; whence, 
however, she sulisequently made her escape, and 
tooi^ sanctuary in tlie palace of the bishop of 
London at Saint PauFs. 

Windsor Castle was at length surrendered to tlie 
barons, but was again taken by Prince Edward. 
The king followed him thither the next day, and 
a stand was made for the royal cause. But this 
was for the time unsuccessful ; and the prince, by 
the treaty of Lewes, became hostage for his father 
and uncle, who had both fallen into ihe hands of 
the barons. He escaped from his guards, however, 
and gave battle to Montford, the chief of the 
rebels. In this engagement, a circumstance oc- 
curred which is higlily characteristic of the time. 
An old man, clothed in undistinguished armour, 
was in front of the enemy's ranks as the prince*s 
forecs came uj), and would have been killed at the 
hr-t lioek, had he not shouted, "Hold! I am 
Henry of Winchester, your king!" He had been 
placed there, by a refinement of ])arl)arity, to 
receive death at the hands of his <a\v\ >on. Mont- 
ford, however, was himself the victim. He was 
slain by Prince Edward, his army routed, and the 
power of the barons being thus broken, peace was 
at length restored to the distracted country. 

Henry UL was a distinguished patron of the 



HENRY III. 



45 



arts. Gotliic architecture attained to high per- 
fection in his reign ; during which, one hundred 
and fifty-seven religious structures arose, including 
the sttperb cathedrals of York, Salisbuiy, and 
Winchester. Henry was ako a great patron of 
painters ; and many of his mandates are preserved, 
giving minute directions for the decoration of his 
palace at Winchester. Among them we find 
rather a singular one, dated 27 Henry UL 29 
October, directing John Maunsel, as the king had 
signified that he had not wages to the amount of 
two hundred marks, to pawn the more valuable 
image of Saint Mary, bat iiiuler coudilioii that it 
.slioiild be deposited in a decent place. Another 
anecdote is told, but of a very diH'crcnt nature. The 
king employed a painter to execute a picture, for 
iiis palace at Winchester, of an eagle attacked by 
his young ones, one of them scarcely tiedged 
striving to pick out his eyes. This design repre- 
sented his own iate, and the crime of ids unnatural 
children ; the youngest — the half-fledged eagle^ 
being his son John, whom he loved the best. 

While Queen Eleanor was residing at Windsor, 
a terrific storm occurred, which blew down the 
chimney of the apartment in which she and her 
children slept, and injured more or less the 
entire edifice. Eleanor, also, sister to Alphonso, 
king of Castile, the wife of Edward I., resided at 
the castle during the life of Henry HI., as well 
as afterwards. Edward I. had four childreu horn. 
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and two who died here. Edward II. and his queen 
Isabella also resided at Windsor; and within its 
wails was bom at forty minutes past five in the 
morning, in the year 1312, and the sixth year of 
his father's reign, the renowned Edward III., sur- 
named, from the place of his birtli, Edward of 
\^ indsor. Four days after, tho royal inlaiit was 
baptized in the chapi 1 of St. Edward ; the king of 
France, and many of the French nobles, requesting 
in vain that he might take the name uf IMnliji, 
When the prince was fourteen years of age, his 
father was assassinated. 

This brings us to an epoch in the history of 
Windsor Castle, at which it is necessary to pause. 

It is impossible to trace the form of the castle 
previous to Edward III. ; and even William de 
Wykeham, the principal architect of that monarch, 
has left behind him no records of the stately &bric 
it was his business to remodel. At its very com- 
mencement, however, we know from Doomsday- 
book, it covered half a hide of land ; and we have 
seen that Henry I. held there the great festival of 
Whitsuntide with regal magnificence. We may 
conclude, therefore, with Mr. Pyne, in his ** Royal 
Residences," tliat Windsor was oricinallv one of 
the grandest of the Auglo-Nonnau jialaces ; and 
as there was* little variety in the design of structures 
of that description at the period of tlip conquest, it 
will not be very difficult to conjure before our 
mind*B eye the phantom of the first castle. 
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The author we have mentioned considers, with 
much pioLiabilitv, tlut in Rocliester Castle may be 
traced the early form of Windsor. It was built at 
the same period, and its ruins stand upon a hill, com- 
manding the Medway, in the same stately manner 
that the gorgeous palace of Victoria looks down 
upon the Thames. The latter was probably built 
at first by an inferior artist, since his name is not 
mentioned in the records of the time ; but, in all 
essential points, the two edifices were probably 
not much unlike. Windsor, then, wc may suppose, 
was strongly fortified with outworks. The entrance 
was approached by means of a lofty staircase, 
defended midway by a barrier, and terminated by 
a drawbridge, commnnicating with the giand 
portal. Arrived at the portal, the stranger by no 
means entered the castle itself. He found himself 
only in a small tower, whence a second avenue led 
him to a second portal, seated in a wall of solid 
masonry, twelve feet thick. This second portal 
was defended by a portcullis, and a pair of pon- 
derous gates. The portcullis was a n-ratinp; of 
timber, strengthened with iron, made to slide up 
and down in grooves of masonry. It filled the 
whole space of the gateway ; and before the in- 
vention of cannon, musi have been an admirable 
barrier. In the massive walls were deep niches, 
containing stone seats for the warders. 

The entrance we have described afibrded the 
only ingress and egress, with the exception of a 
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sally port, or little narrow doorway placed under 
the dra\\ bridue, approached but by a scaling lad- 
der, and conmianded from the staircase the first 
portal, and the machicolations above. Tlii^, however, 
was still considered a weak point; and, therefore, 
the biiildinp;' was so constructed, that even after au 
enemy had insinuated liiniself by the sally-port, 
he was under the necessity, before he could reach 
the grand entrance, of threading a narrow winding 
staircase, which might be defended against him by 
a single man. 

On the ground floor, or the floor under tbe 
grand entrance, there were no windows, and but 
a very few loop-holes about six inches square. 
On the first floor, or the floor of the grand 
entrance, there were still no windows, but narrow 
loop-holes. Here, however, there were spacious 
staircases, communicating with the apartments 
above ; and these were provided with large and 
lofty windows, but placed so high in the wall, 
that a wea2)on projected from below could strike no 
more than their inner arch. Still ascending, there 
was the fourth floor from the ground, where the 
windows were placed as low as the architect's taste 
demanded, there being no longer any danger from 
assailants without. The apartments here, as well 
as the leads of the tower were furnished with 
catapultas, warwolves, balistas, and other engines 
of annoyance. 
The lowest of these floors was about fourteen feet 
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high, and vaulted with etone. It was chiefly used 
for holding stores. The next floor was upwards of 
twenty feet, in licight, and fornied the guard 
cliainlier, and the residence of tlie principal part 
of the ganison. The next, tliirry-two feet in 
height, contained the aparfmrnt>i of tlic connnand- 
ant and iiis family ; and the rciiiaiiiirig Hoor, 
sixteen feet high, was usually tenaoted only by 
machines of war. 

The principal architectural magnificence was 
lavished npon the grand entrance,— the towers of 
which, in some Anglo-Norman castles, contained 
large windows ; but when this was the case, a sort 
of moral defence was had recourse to, which is so 
characteristic of the epoch and the men, that it 
must not be omitted. The dungeon of the prisoners, 
immediately below the vestibule, was opened at the 
roof, so that the missiles of the besiegers might fall 
upon their heads ! 

Such were tlie castk-s with whicli tiie pride 
and fears of the Normans incuinbercd the soil 
of Enghind ; and mch, in all probability, was 
Windsor Castle in its first cjjocli. It cannot ln' 
denied that the denizens ot" tlicsc castles, though 
cruel, bloody, and lascivious — though, in fact, the 
actual dragons and giants of romance, whose trade 
it was to waylay knights, and imprison damsels — 
were in many respects a superior race to those 
they had so unceremoniously "pushed from their 
stools." They were sober, and, when lust or 
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wrath did not interfere, courteous ; while the 
degenerate Anglo-Sazona were clowQB and gluttons. 
It is mentioned, as a proof of the rudeness of the 
latter, that in the reign of Canute, a guest who 
seated himself at the royal table above the place 
assigned to him, was forcibly traosferred to the 
lowest seat, where he was pelted by the rest of the 
coiupauy with bones. 

At the commencement of this description of the 
original form of the castle, we have given an 
engraving of its pieseut appearance, as seen from 
the road between Datchett and Eton ; and annexed 
we now present a view from the Home Park. We 
leave the reader to draw the comparison in his own 
mind between the taste and manners of the four^ 
teenth and nineteenth centuries 1 
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Christian saints — Kinp Edward's Round Table — Tm<1iti i: < f the 
Garter — The fair Maid of Kent — Unsuccessful wooing of Edward — 
The Queen's garter. 

The lapse of time between William the Con- 
queror and Edward 111. had wroug^ht wonders upon 
the national taste and iKitioiial manners. The first 
dawn of chivalry had become full day : and the 
stronghold of a dragon was no longer fit for the abode 
of a preiix chivalier. Edward began his architec- 
tural labours by demolition. The whole of the old 
castle was pulled down, with the exception of the 
three towers at the west end of the lower ward, 
and thesa the work commenced in earnest. The 
progress made in the new structure is not distinctly 
specified, bat may be guessed at by the king's 
letters patent, appointing yarious individuals to press 
artificers, and provide materials. These commence 

B 2 



Digrtized by Google 



52 



WINI>SOR CASTLE. 



in the twenty-third of his reign ; but it was not 
till the tliirtioth that William de Wykeliaiii was 
appointed superinttiKk'iit of the works. In throe 
years after, he was made surveyor-general not only 
of this, hut also of various otiier royal bnildincr*. 

It was not till 1374, that the whole structure 
was completed ; comprising the kius^'s palace, the 
great hall of St. George, the lodgings on the 
east and west sides of the upper ward, the keep, 
ar round tower in the middle ward, the chapel of 
St George, the houses for the custos and canons 
in the lower ward, with the whole of the walls, 
their towers and gates. The zeal of Edward in 
the promotion of these works is made evident, by 
the extraordinary steps he took to ohtain a sufficient 
supply of lahour. The sheriffs of different counties 
were commanded by writs, under a penalty of a hun- 
dred pounds, to furnish a certain number of work- 
men, taking security from them thai ihcy should uot 
leave Windsor without the permission of William 
de M'ykehum, who wab ajipointcd to return the 
saiijc «*"curity into the court of chancery. *' And 
because divers of these workmen, for gain and 
advantage, had afterwards elaud^tinely left Wind- 
sor, and were entertained by other persons upon 
greater wages, to the king's great damage, and 
manifest retarding of his work : writs were there- 
fore directed to the sheriffs of London, with com- 
mand to make proclamation, to inhibit any person, 
whether clerk or layman, under forfeit of all th^ 
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liiul ibrfeitable, from einployinpf or retaining any 
of them ; as al-o to arrest sucii as had so run 
away, and commit them to Nowijate, and, irom 
time to time, to return their names into ciiaucery." 

But it happened, at one time, that the kiii«>'s 
workmen were seduced from their fealty by an 
individual who couUl in nowi=o be brought to 
Bubmit to the royal authority. This was Pestilence, 
who carried otf the constructors of Windsor in such 
numbers^ that the work was almost brought to a 
stand-still. What did the king in this predica' 
rneut? He issued new writs, commanding the 
sheriffs, under a penalty of two hundred pounds, 
to furnish him with others to supply their place. 
The building therefore went on, in spite of Death 
himself; and when the windows were at length 
ready to receive the glnss, certain glaziers were 
kidnapped in like mauucr, and compelled to work 
at the king's wages. 

The Urst, and most important transaction con- 
nected with the new castlt- of Windsor, is the 
institution of the order of the Garter ; and this 
again is connected, although it must be confessed in 
somewhat of a mysterious manner, with that of the 
Round Table. King Arthur died in the year 542 ; 
and no further mention is made of this coU^^ of 
chivalry, till after the Norman Conquest, in the 
time of Stephen. A festival of the Round Table 
was held at Kenilworth by Roger Mortimer, Earl 
of March, in the reign of Edward I., the company 
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conngtihg of a hundred knights and as many 
ladies ; and Edward IIL, with the view of restoring 
this custom^ held a just at Windsor in the eigh* 
teenth year of his reign, and in the nineteenth 
ordained it annually to be kept there at Whitsuntide. 
He is said, furllier, to have placed in the castle a 
veritable Table, two hundred feet m diamuitr, where 
the knights might have their entertainment at his 
expence; and the writers who stand up for the 
antiquity of tlie order of the (iarter, maintain that 
it is identical with that of the Round Table. 

But the old author of " The History of that 
most victorious monarch Edward III.," not satisfied 
with tracing the institution to King Arthur, who 
was crowned in the year of our Lord 516," and 
from him backward to the knights of Gaul, who, as 
we are informed by Atheneus, used to sit at Round 
Tables, in order to avoid contention about places^ 
must needs dive into still remoter antiquity. It 
is well known to those, quoth he, " who have read 
any thing of the heathen learning,"— that it was 
the custom of the Samothracians to initiate certain 
personages into the mysteries of the potent gods 
Axierus, Axeocersa, and Axiocermo, which " it was 
piacular for any but those wlio had been initiated 
so much as to name." The ceremony was per- 
fonned l)y tying a blue or purple hand round the 
body, and its effect was to secure the initiated from 
tiie power of tempests. Thus, wiien the Argonauts 
were in peril at sea, Orpheus had recourse to these 
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mag-ical ceremonies ; and afterwards it became a 
custom with the Greeks, when similarly situated, 
to invoke the Samothracian Cabiri. Thus when 
Ulysses is nigh perishing at sea, Leucothea pre- 
aente him with a blue band, with these words : — 

** Bcliold this sncred arure fillet here : 
Hind tills brnr.'itb tliy breaat and nerer fear 
'l°o drowiij or suticr iiurm, though storms appear." 

But wliat has this to do with the order of the 
Garter ? A great deal. If any one be ignorant 
that the ancient Britons were originally a colony 
of Phenicians, let him read " Antiqua Britannia 
lUustrata;" and if satisfied on this point, the 
metamoiphosis of a girdle into a garter, and of 
the Cabiri, and their associate Mercury into St. 
George, will appear the easiest thing in the world. 
Nay, there appears rather a curious similarity 
between the divine functions of the heathen god 
and the Christian saint; for both were powerful 
to save in storms at sea. St. George, when on the 
point of martyrdom, besouglit this privilege, as we 
find in beideu's Titles of Honour : 

" His bonds he held up on high, adown he set his knee. 
' Lord,' he said, ' Jesus Clirist, this only thing might I see ; 
Gimnt me^ if it ia thy wiU, that wlien in fUfe maaew 

Holds well my day in Aperil, for my love on oarth here, 
Tliat there never frill In Lis luxLse no liariii in all tlie year, 
An<1 when in ju ril of si a, tliouuli we sliall make lii.'< liooni 
Or in other cases pi-riluus, iu-al liiui thereof full ^uon.' " 
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King Edward's Round Table was consecrated 

with feasts and tournaments, and baptized with the 
blood ol the brave. On new year's day of 1344, 
he issued his royal letters of protection, for the 
safe-coming and return of foreign knights to the 
solemn jnsts whicli he appointed to be held at 
Windsor on St. Hilary's day, the nineteenth of 
tile same month. The festival was opened with a 
splendid .supper; and the next day, and until 
Lent, all kinds of knightly feats of arms were 
performed. " The queen and her ladies," says 
an old historian, that they might with more 
Gonvenience behold this spectacle, were orderly 
seated upon a firm ballustradej or scafibld, with 
rails before it, running all round the lists. And 
certainly their extraordinary beauties, set so advan- 
tageously forth with excessive riches of apparel, 
did prove a sight as full of pleasant encouragement 
to the combatants, as the fierce hacklings of men 
and horses, gallantly armed, were a delightful 
terror to the feminine beholders." 

Three years afterwards the order of the Garter 
was instituted ; but on so important a subject, we 
must speak by tlie card. 

** It owes its original, as is confessed on all 
bunds, to Edward ill., king of Eugiaud and 
France ; yet as to the occasion, tliere are several 
opinions which we shall reetiiy. The vulgar and 
more general is, that the garter of Joan, countess 
of Salisbury, dropping casually ofi' as she danced 
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in a solemn ball, king Edward stooping took it up 
irom the ground, whereupon some of his nobles 
smiling, as at an amorous action, and he observing 
their sportive humour, turned it off with a reply 
in French— Honi soit qui mal y pense ; but withal 
added, in disdain of their laughter, that shortly 
tiiey should see that garter advanced to so high 
an honour and renown, as to account themselves 
happy to wear it. 

" But upon examination of this tradition, let 
others judge what credit it bears to establish its 
belief; for Sir John Froissart, the onl) Nvntci of 
the age that treats of this institution, assigns no 
such original, nor two hundred years after is tliere 
any such thing to the purpose in our other his- 
torians, till Polydorc Virgil took occasion to say 
something of it ; but had it been fact, some Fren(>h 
hbtorian or other would not have neglected to 
register it at a convenient time, with a scoif and 
ridicule, since that nation was so ready to deride 
king Henry V/s design of invading them with a re- 
turn of tennis halls. In the original statutes of this 
order, there is not the least conjecture to counte- 
nance the conceit of such a feminine institution ; 
no, not so much as laying an obligation on the 
kniglits' companions to defend the quarrels of 
ladies, (as some orders then in being enjoined ;) 
nor doth the author of that traet, entitled ' insti- 
tutio Clarissimi Ordinis Militaris a prienobilt 
i^ubligaculo nuncupati,' prefaced to the Black book 
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of the Garter, let fall the manifest passage to 
ground it on. 

** Ab to what Polydore says, he is not ao confident 
to aseertain the person whose garter it was; but, 
cautiously declining that, says it was either the 
queen's, or the king's mistress's ; if it were the latter, 
yet doth he admit her name and title, both which 
(on what authority we find not) are supplied by 
modem historians, who call her Joan, countess of 
Salisbury, the same elsewhere celebrated as the 
fair maid of Kent, (whom Edward the black prince 
afterwards married ;) whereas no liistorian ever 
gave the least inuend ) tliat king Edward III. ever 
courted her as a mistres:^. Scldeii points at her, when 
he calls the lady from wiioui the ^rter slipped, 
countess of Kent and Salisbury ; but about the 
time when this order was founded, she in truth was 
dignified with neither honour ; for although she 
was daughter to Thomas of Woodstock, Earl of 
Kent, and being some time the reputed wife of 
William Montague, second earl of Salisbury, yet 
then she could not properly be accounted countess 
of Salisbury. She was actually wife to Thomas 
HoU, (and one of the first founders of the older,) 
nor was she yet, though afterwards, countess of 
Kent, because her brother. Join, earl of Kent, at 
the institution, survived, and died not till 26 
Edward HI. 

Tliat tliere was a countess of vSalisbury witli 
wliom Edward ill. became greatly enainuured. 
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Froiwait reports after this manner, — ^that this king 
having relieTed a castle of the earPB in the north, 
wherein hia countess had been besieged by the 
Scots, (the earl himBclf being at that time prisoner 
in France,) upon eight of her extraordinary beauty, 
he fell in love with her; but she so virtuously 
demeaned herself, during his abode there, that he 
declined furtlier solicitation. However, some time 
after, the king, out of desire to see her, proclaimed 
solemn justs in London, whither the coimtess and 
other ladies, being invited, came up. This castle, 
it seems, was Wark -upon -Tweed, in Northumber- 
land, which king Edward had formerly bestowed 
on her husband, for his good service past, when 
he first espoused her, being then but a knight. 
Although it should be admitted that this countess 
was the king's mistress, yet it must be remarked, 
that she was wife to William Montague, Kt., 
created earl of Salisbury anno 11 Edward IIL, — 
mother to William, the before-mentioned second 
earl, — that her Christian name was Catherine, not 
Alice, as Froissart, — ^not Joan, as others call her,— 
daughter to William Gramston, — that she expired 
28 Edward IIL But that the whole may appear 
what indeed it is, a mere fable, we shall insert the 
jnd«^ment of Dr. Heylin, who took great pains in 
this paruiular. 'This,' says he, *I took to be a 
vain and idle romanee, derogatory both to the 
founder and the order first published by Polydore 
Virgil, a stranger to the affairs of England, and by 
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him taken upon no belter oromi l than Kama V^ulgi, 
the tradition of the counnou people, too trifling a 
foundation to such a hiiildinj;.* 

*• Of the same eontexture as tlie former, is 
another tradition, in Andrew de Chesne, that tiie 
queen departing from the king to her own apart- 
ments, and he, following soon after, chanced to 
espy a blue ^rter lying on the ground, (supposed 
to hare slipped from her 1^,) whilst some of his 
attendants carelessly passed by it, as disdaining to 
stoop at such a trifle ; but be, knowing the owner, 
commanded it to be given to him ; at the receipt 
of which, he said, You make but small account 
of this Garter, but within a few months^ Fll cause 
the best of you to reverence it alike. Some sup* 
pose that the motto was the queen's answer, when 
the king asked her what men would conjecture of 
her, upon losing- hei garter in such a manner." 

So far Elius Aslnuole, the \\ iudbor Herald ; but 
King Edward's love passages with the countess of 
Salisbury must be treated more at lenj^tb. 

Wark Castle liad been presented by iiini to the 
Earl of Salisbury, when Sir William Montacute, 
as a recompense for bis valour and loyal services; 
and it would appear that the beauty and noble 
qualities of his celebrated countess inspired his 
followers in that chiralrous age with more than an 
ordinary degree of courage and devotion. During 
the defence of the castle against the Scots, King 
Edward arrived in the neighbourhood. The be- 
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siegers withdrew, in turn ; and the countess was 
honoured by a visit from the victorious monarch, 

la 1 rois.sart's words, " every one was delighted 
with her : tlie king could not take his eyes off her, 
as he thought lie had never bel'ore seen so bcautitiil 
or sprightly a lady ; so that a spark of fine love 
struck upon his heart, which lasted a long time, 
for he did not believe that the whole world pro- 
duced any other lady so worthy of being beloved." 

After awhile, the king, unable to conceal his 
emotion, had the boldness to acknowledge his love ; 
but the lady appears to have been proof against the 
allurem^ts of royalty. 

* Sweet Sir/ replied the countess, * do not 
amuse yourself in laughing at, or tempting me ; 
for I cannot believe you dream what you have just 
said, or that so noble and gallant a prince as you 
are, would ever think to dishonour me or my 
husband, who is so valiant a knight, who has 
served you faithfully, and who, on your account, 
now lies in prison. Certainly, Sir, this would not 
add to your glory ; nor would you be the better 
for it. Such a thought has never once ontered 
my mind, and i trust in God it never will, for 
any man living: and if 1 were so culpable, it is 
you who ought to blame me, and have my body 
punished through strict justice.' 

The king left his room, and came to the hall ; 
where, after he had washed his hands, he seated 
himself with his knights to the dinner, as did the 
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lady ;l1so : but the king ate very little, and was 
the whole tiyih' pcnsive, casting his eyes, w henever 
he h;ul an opportunity, towards the countess. Such 
behaviour surprised his friends ; for they were not 
accustomed to it, and had never seen the like 
before. They imagined, therefore, that it was by 
reason of the Scots having escaped him. 

'*The king remained at the castle the whole 
day, without knowing what to do with himself. 
Sometimes he remonstrated with himself, that 
honour and loyalty forbid him to admit such trea- 
son and fiilsehood into his hearty as to wish to 
dishonour so virtuous a lady, and so gallant a 
knight as her husband was, and who had ever so 
faithfully served him. At other times his passion 
was so strong, that his honour and loyalty were not 
thought of. Thus did he pass that day, and a sleep- 
less night, in debating the matter in his own mind. 

" At day-break he arose, drew out his whole 
army, decamped and followed the Scots, to chace 
them out of bis kingdom. Upon taking leave 
of the counter, he said, ' My dear lady, God 
preserve j'ou until I return ; and I intreat that you 
will think well of what I have said, and have 
the goodness to give me a different answer.' * Dear 
Sir,' replied the countess, * Qod of his infinite 
goodness preserve yon, aud drive from your heart 
such villainous thoughts, for I am, and always 
shall be, ready to serve you, consistently with my 
own honour, and with yours.' " 
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The order of the Garter is not the only order of 
chivalry which is snppost^d, erroneously or not, to 
have had its orityin in love or gallantry. The 
order of tlie Golden Fleece is another ; and that 
of the Annunciade of Savoy. The latter was 
instituted in 1362, under the title of the Collar, 
in honour of the fifteen divine mysteries of the 
fioeary ; but Favin calls it the order of the Snares 
of LoTe> asserting that its intention wn'? to com- 
memorate a bracelet sent to the Earl of Savoy hy 
his mistress, made of the tresses of her hair, plaited 
in love knots. 

The importance attached to women by the rules 
of knighthood softened the manners of the age. 
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while the magnificence of its displays — a conse- 
quence, no doubt, of the eutranr( of the fair sex 
upon the scene— revived and encouraged the arts. 
Love, however, was carried to extravagance, like 
every thing else; and, in our prosaic day, it is 
difficult even to imagine the fentastic nature of its 
worship. The Cours d 'Amour are perhaps the 
most surprising institutions mentioned in history. 
They were established, in denier reseort, for the 
decision of questions connected with gallantry, — 
such questions being considered of too much im- 
portance to be left open to argument. Their origin 
is traced by M. Le Grand d'Aussi to the Jeux Pftrds 
of the troubadours, consisting of amourous ques- 
tions argued by two interlocutors, and decided 
uj)()n hv a third, somewhat in tlie manner o f the 
eclogues of Virgil. Of these qu -^tiuus Uikv the 
following as a specimen, allhougli it must be 
permised thiH thty are ciiosen as the most delicate. 

Which would you prefer, that your mistress died, 
or was married to another ? 

Supposing you to have an appointment with the 
lady of your love, whether would you rather see 
me leaving her house as you entered, or entering 
her house as you left it ? 

I loTe a woman whom I cannot bend, and another 
offers me her heart. Ought I to renounce the 
former for the sake of the latter ? 

It is proposed to you to enjoy the intimate society 
of your mistress for a single day, and never again 
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to sof licr in your life, or else to see her every day, 
antl never enjoy a moment's familiar intercourse 
with her. Which do you choc^e ? 

Such questions as these, when proposed by the 
poets, were argued so long asd so fiercely, that the 
idea was conceived of a court which should have 
power to determine them ; and hence the oours 
d'amours established by associations of ladies, 
luiights, and poets, in the various towns. The 
decisions of these courts were always held sacred, 
for ladies were usually the prending judg^ 1 

But even the jurisdiction of these courts of love 
was no longer confined to abstract decisions. It 
extended itself to real cases, summoned offenders 
l»efore it, determined their degree of culpability, 
and inflicted punishment. Steel-clad warriors sur- 
rendered themselves without resistance to this 
extmordinarv power ; and sovereif^ princes — in- 
cluding our own Lion-king — were proud of pre- 
siding at the tribunal. The custom, originating in 
France, spread from country to country ; and 
Frederic Barbarossa established a court of love in 
his dominions 1 In the reign of Charles YI., of 
France, this institution, under the patronage of 
queen Isabella, so iamous for her gallantries, reached 
its highest prosperity; and its offices — of presi- 
dents^ counsellors, masters of requests, auditors, 
knights of honour, secretaries, &c. — were filled by 
princes of the blood, grandees, magistrates, and 
even ecclesiastics. In the west also, when the 

F 
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popes resided at Avignon, this extraordinary 
tribunal flourished, and Innocent VI. himself 
caused n sitting to be held in honour of some 
distinguished guests. 

But to return to Edward III., and his new order 
of chivalry, we give Ashmole's own account of the 
institution, who is exceedingly uneasy at the idea 
of its being thought to have any thing to do with 
so frivolous a matter as a lady's garter. We may 
say, however, from ourselves, that the Windsor 
Herald formed his opinion of that mystic article 
at the court of Charles II., but had he lived 
in the days of chivalry, he would have felt it to 
be an ensign under which the best and bravest 
in Christendom might have been proud to bleed. 

" It is further observable, that the French king, 
Philij) (h; Valoys, in eniuhition of this seminary at 
\V indsor, set up a llouud Table at his court, and 
invited kniohts and valiant men of arms out of 
Italy and Almaiue thither, l^t they should repair 
to our king, Edward 111. ; which, meeting with 
success, proved a countermine to his main design ; 
who, perceiving that his hospitality towards strange 
knights, upon account of reviving King Arthur's 
Round Table, was too general, nor did sufficiently 
ingratiate them to his person, but being uncon- 
strained and at liberty, did after their departure 
take what side they pleased in the ensuing wars. 
He at length resolved on a projection more par- 
ticular and select, and such as might oblige those 
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whom lie thought fit to make his associates in a 
lastiug bond of friendship and honour : and having 
issued forth his own garter for the signal of a 
battle, that was crowned with siiceess, (which is 
conceived to be the battle of Creasy, fought about 
three years after his erecting the Round Table,) 
upon so remarkable a victory he thence took occa* 
sion to institute this order, and gave the garter 
pre-eminence among the ensigns of it; whence 
that select number, whom lie incorporated into a 
fraternity, are styled Equites AuresB Periscelidis, 
and, vulgarly, Knights of the Garter. By this 
symbol, he designed to bind the knights and 
followers of it mutually unto one another, and all 
of them jointly to himself, as sovereign of the 
order. Nor was his expectation frustrated ; for it 
did not serve only as a vehement spur and incen- 
tive to honour and martial virtue, but also a golden 
bond of unity and internal society ; and for this 
consideration, Camden aptly calls it a badge of 
unity and concord." 

The robes and ornaments of the knights were 
originally all alike, in order to show their equality 
and brotherhood in chivalry. The great collar of 
the order was made of equal weight, and contained 
the same number of links. The garter was blue, 
from the colour, it is said, of the arms of France, 
to whicb Edward laid claim; and the motto, 
"Honi soit qui mal y pense," retorted (in the 
opinion of some writers) shame and defiance upon 
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him who should think amiss of tiie just enterprize 
he had undertaken for the recovery of his right. 
Every thing in that age had its motto and device ; 
and Edward in particular was so fond of them, 
that his plate, bed, household funutuie, ahield, and 
even the harness of his horges, were covered with 
embieins of which it would now be in vain to 
attempt to trace the meaning. On a doublet of 
the king, for instance, was traced liie motto, " It is 
as it is but the one wrought upon the surcoat 
and shield he used at tournaments is more intel* 
ligible-* 

Hay, )iay, the wytbe smn, 
Bj Qod*s soul, I tn the man ! 

Authors dilier as to the exact period of the 
institution of the Garter ; but the probability seems 
to be, that some of them confound tlie project with 
the accomplishment Edward probably thought of 
the new order as a rejoinder to the French king, 
who bad set up an opposition Round Table ; but it 
was not till he had been flushed with triumph, 
after the battles of Creasy, NeyiPs Cross, and the 
surrender of Calais, that he perfected the idea. 
This, according to the best authority, was in the 
twenty-third year of his reign ; and to make the 
occasion mure solemUj lie sent his heralds into 
Germany, France, Scotland, Hoinault, Flanders, 
and Brabant, to invite to Windsor all knights and 
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esquires who desired to show their prowess. The 
invitation was accepted by a numerous company of 
gallant men, who came from all quarters to sig- 
nalize their valour ; and Edward's queen was 
present in person, attended by three hundred of 
the lairest ladies in Europe, all most gorgeously 
arrayed. 

The heavenly patrons, under whose protection 
tiie king placed the order, were the Holy l i iniTN , 
the Mossed Virr^in Mary, the most holy St. (jLorge, 
ol Cuppadocia, and St. Edward the Confessor. In 
process of time, however, St. Georce rame to l)e 
in a more immediate manner tlie protector of the 
Garter ; and indeed, according to Selden, he was 
the spiritual champion of all England. Edward 
himself gives him the title of patron of this country 
in one of his patents, and so also docs Henry VIII. 
in the preamble of his statutes. Nay, King Arthur, 
if we may beUeve Harding, had the portrait of 
this saint painted on one of his banners only two 
hundred years after his martjrrdom : but, notwith- 
standing all, it is necessary to confess that there be 
heretics who deny that diere was any such saint 
at all! 

The following legend of St. George is from the 
Legenda Aurea. 

** Saynt George was a knyglit, born at Capadose. 
On a time he came to a province of lA'lia, to a cyte 
whych is said Syiene, &m\ hy this cytn; was a stayne 
or ponde lyke a sea, wherin was a dragon, whych 
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envenynied alle the contrc, and the peple of the 
cyte. gave to him every day two shec]) to fedt; him, 
and wlieu slieep fayled, there was taken a man and 
a sliecp. Thenne was an ordanincn made in the 
toune, that there shonld be taken tlie cliyldren and 
yung peple of them of the toune by lottc, and 
it so happed that the lotte fyl upon the Kynge's 
daup:hter, whereof the Kynge was sory, and aayd, 
for the love of Goddes, take golde and silyer, and 
alle that I have, and let me have my daughter; 
and the peple aayd, how, syr, ye that have made 
and ordayned the lawe, and our chyidren he now 
dead, and now ye wold do the contrarye; your 
daughter ahall he gyven, or else we will brenne 
you and your holdes. When the Kynge saw he 
nii{i;ht no more doo, he beg^an to weep, and returned 
to the j)eph', and demanded eight dayes respite ; 
and when the eight d;i\ * - were passe<l, thence dyd 
the Kynge arraye liis daughter like as she should 
be weeded, and ledde her to the place where the 
dragon was. When she was there, Saynt George 
passed by, and demanded of the ladye what she 
made there; and she sayde, go ye your wayes, 
hyre young man, that ye perish not also." 

The legend then relates that the dragon ap- 
peared, " and Saynt George, upon his horse, bore 
himself against the dragon, and smote him with 
his spere, and threw him to the ground, and 
delivered the ladye to her hder, who was baptised, 
and alle his peple." It says, further, that Saynt 
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George was afterwards beheaded, by order of tlic 
emperor Dacien, in the yearo of our Lord 287." 
And concludes, " This blessed holy martyr, Saynt 
George, is patrone of this roiaume of Englonde, 
and the ciye of men of warre, in the worship of 
whom is founded the noble order of the Garter, 
and also a noble college in the castle of Wyndsor, 
by Kyiiges of Englonde, in whych college is the 
harte of Saynt George, whych Sygysmunde, the 
Emperor of Almeyne, brought and gave for a great 
and precious relique to Kynge Harry the Fifth ; 
and also the sayd Sy<r}sninn(le was a broder of 
the sayd garter ; and also here is a heyre of hys 
hede ; whyeh college is nohly endowed to the 
honour and worship of Almighty God, and his 
blessed martyr Saynt George.'* 

Du Chesne, the French historian, asserts that it 
was by the intervention of this saint that Edward 
gained the battle of Cressy ; and he refers the 
foundation of St. George's chapel to the monarch's 
gpratitude. As for the other protector of the order, 
St. Edward, he was frequently invoked by the 
founder; an instance of which is given by Walsing- 
ham. At the siege of Calais, in 1349, when the 
English were baffled by the enemy, the king, in 
great anger and grief, drew his sword, and pas- 
sionately exclaimed, ** Ha, St. Edward I Ha, St. 
George ! " whereupon his soldiers folloM'ed him 
%elieinently, and, rushing upon the French, com- 
mitted great slaughter. 
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The original of the statates of Ihe order is loet; 
but sufficient mftteriak exist in a transeript made 
in the time of Henry V., and in the Black Book of 
the Garter, to show with sufficient preciwcm the 

idea of the founder. 

The first seven statutes relate to the sovereignty 
of the order, vested in the sovereigns of England, 
to the r|ualification of knights, tliat they shall be 
gentlemen of blood and without reproach, and to 
the institution of canons, priests, and poor knights. 
The eighth and ninth regulate the attendance at 
festivals. 

10th. " That they meet in St, George's Chapel 
yearly, on the ere of St. George, at the hour of 
three in the afternoon ; and if they come not at the 
time assigned, without a just excuse, which the 
soYereign or his deputy allows, their penalty is to 
be according to the ordinance of the chapter; 
which is, that they shall not enter into the chapter 
door for that time, but stay without, and shall have 
no voice in any thing that is done in the said 
chapter ; and if they come not before the bei^in- 
ning of the vespers, they shall not enter mio their 
stalls, but shall tarry below the said stalls in the 
choristers' places during vespers. Tlie like penalty 
is ordained lor not coming to the mass or morning 
service betimes, and at vespers on St. George's 
day ; and whosoever shall absent himself wholly 
from this solemnity, without sufficient excuse from 
the sovereign, or his deputy, he is not to enter 
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within his stall tlio next feast after, but shall stay 
below, and before his stall, as it is said at ves- 
pers, and in the morrow's procession must walk 
before the three piocessioiml crosses, [now the 
choristers,] and at mass [service] shall sit below 
until the offering, and he to ofier last Afiter which 
he is to come before the sovereign or his deputy's 
stall, and ask pardon, which reinstates him in his 
stall. Absenting himself the next second time 
upon the feast, without leave, he has no stall 
allowed him, until he hath given and offered a 
jewel upon St George's altar, to the value of twenty 
marks, which is to be double every year until a 

reconciliation." 

• » » « 

12. "If any knight companion appears publicly 
without his dignifying garter, upon challenging 
the same, is to pay half a mark to the custos and 
college." 

• # • « 

15. They were to leave their robes at Windsor 
always, to he ready for them there upon any sudden 
occasions that might evene." 

16. "Journeying near Windsor, in honour of 
the place, unless lawful cause obstructs, they must 
take it in their way, and assuming the habit of the 
order tlie canons wore, devoutly to meet and con- 
duct them into the chapel ; where, if it ha})pens to 
\)e time of divine service, they are to hear the same; 
if not, they are to be detained uo longer than 
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while the canons shall sing the psalm *de profoundis* 
for the defunct, and during their own offering. 
But if any had ridden through the town, without 
visiting the chapel, and offering there, for eTeiy 
neglect he nrast walk one mile on foot ftom the 
said chapel to show his obedience, and offer a half- 
penny in honour of St George." 

17. " Upon first notice of the death of any of 
the order, the sovereign shall ordain a thousand 
masses, every foreign prince shall cause eight hun- 
dred, a prince of Wales seven hundred, a duke six 
hundred, an earl three hundred, every baroii two 
hundred, and every knight bachelor one hundred 
masses, to be celebrated for the good uf the soul 
departed ; which neglected for a quarter of a year 
after notice of such death, the mai^sos are to be 
doubled; upon half a year's neglect, again doubled; 
and so from time to time in like form till the end 
of the year, and then the year's to be doubled." 
The rest contain minute directions; and among 
others, that no knight companion is to quit the 
kingdom without license from the sovereign. 
Heniy V. and Henry YIII. added to those statutes ; 
and the compilation of the latter princes is recorded 
in the Black Book, a copy of which was appointed 
to be i^ven to every succeeding knight. From 
ibis we may extract the statute explaining the 
qualification of a knight, that he shall be " without 
r^roach." 

"And as touchy ng or couceruyng any manner of 
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leprocfae, forasmoche as there be divers and many 
sundry poyntis of reproche, there shall be here 
declared but three poyntis of them oonly, as it is 
declared in znaDner and fourme folovyng. 

**The first poynt of reproach is, that if any 
knyght (as God defende) be convayuqued or at- 
taynted of errour against the Christen faith Catbo- 
liqiie, or had for any suche ofibnce suffred any 
payiie or puiiicion publique. 

•* The second povnt of rcproclie is, tliat if any 
knyghte (as Gotl defende) had ))cen arrayned, con- 
victed or attaynted of high treason. 

" The third poynt of reproche is. that if any 
knyght dcparte or flee away from battayle or 
toumie, beyng with his soverayne lord, his lieu- 
tenant or deputie, or other capetayne, having the 
king's power royal and auctoritie ; and whereas 
banners, estandatz or pennons, have been displaied, 
and thei preceded to fight, he that then rentously 
and cowardly flieth or departeth away from them, 
ought to be esteemed and judged to have reproche, 
and never worthi to be elected knyght of the said 
company, (as God forbid,) do oommyte any suche 
reproche ; that then he shall be departed and dis- 
graded of the said order, at the next cbaptier 
ensuyng, if it soo shall please the soverayne and 
the company." 
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IbWtB md ensigDs «f the Qicter of tho Owtei^The gatter— The 

mantle — Tbe iiircoat — The hood — The ccdlar->*Tbe Qeotge — The 

k's.>sLT Ooor^c — Procf ssion of the Knights elect (o Windsor — Tha 
ofl'trinfj — Investiture with tlic robe- — Girding with the sword — TIic 
oath — invcstiiuru with ilie utlier insiguia — Gnuid festival of llie order 
CeieiDoajr of the degmcbtioD of » Knight-companKm. 

The habit and ensigns of the order of the p:arter, 
are in six parts ; the four first, vi/,., the gait» r, 
mantle, snrcoat, and liood, assigned to the kniglits' 
companies by the founder ; and the two last, the 
George and collar, l)y Henrj^ VIII. The materials 
of the original garter are not known, but thofe sent 
to sovereign princes by Philip and Mary, and later 
sovereigns, were richly wrought with gold and pre- 
cious stones. That of Gustavus Adolphus, contained 
four hundred and eleven diamonds, the motto being 
traced in small diamonds ; such likewise was the 
case with the garter worn by Charles L, at his exe- 
cution. This latter, subsequently to the tragedy, 
was sold to Ireton, lord mayor of London ; but after 
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the restoration, recovered by the crown by a process 
at law. 

The mantle was originally of woollen cloth ; aod 
probably continued so till the reign of Henry VI., 
when velvet first appears. The colour was originally 
blue, but seema to have been changed at the fancy 
of different soTereigns. 

The surcoat was a tunic, fastened rotmd the body 
with a girdle, and reaching a little below the knee. 

The hood, intended at first to defend the head 
and shottlden from the weather, was stiU retained, 
hanging upon the back, after a cap or hat came to 
be worn. The hood was of the same stuff as the 
surcoat ; the hat of black velvet, adorned with 
white feathers. " This custom of wearing caps and 
feathers," says Ashmolc, " at the grand solemnities 
of the order, had for soniL time been omitted ; and, 
therefore, iu a chapter held the 13th of April, anno 
10, Jac. I., this commendable custom was re- 
established/' To these may be added the cnws 
and star. 

The collar was ordered to contain thirty ounces 
of gold, troy weight, neither more nor less ; but a 
slight difierence was made in the case of some of the 
later sovereigns. It is expressly prohibited by the 
laws of the order that the collar should be orna- 
mented with precious stones. Not so the George, 
a figure hanging from the middle of the collar, re- 
presenting Saint George in his conflict with the 
dragon, which is allowed to be adorned in as costly 
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a maimer as the owner chooses. Tlie lej^ser George 
was a model of the saint, worn ou the breast withiu 
the ennobled garter, to distinguish the knights- 
companions from other gentlemen, who wore gold 
chains, the ordinary ensigns of knighthood. This 
George was suspended round the neck by a blue 
ribbon. We have now to describe, as briefly as 
may be, from the verbose Ashmole, the ceremonies 
of installation. 

The knights elect proceeded from London to their 
installation at Windsor, in a solemn and stately ca- 
valcade, which was performed on horse-back, with 
the greatest grandeur, whether we refer to the 
number of their honourable friouds, who, on gallant 
coursers, rode aloug with them, or the multitude of 
their own attendants, well mounted, tlic ma<;iiifi- 
cencc of whose apparel, jewels, gold chains, rich 
embroideries, and plumes of feathers, of their lord's 
colours, dazzled the eyes of the spectators. 

Corresponding to this pompous show was the 
feast, which contained in it all manner of stateiiness 
and plenty, as well of provision, as other incidents 
that might increase its glory, in which the elect 
knights, who kept it at their own expense, strove 
not only to out>vie their predecessors, but to excel 
one another ; so that all ambassadors and strangers 
esteemed it one of the proodliest and noblest sights 
that were to be seen m ( liristendom. 

But to make the splendour of the cavalcade no 
less conspicuous to the city of London, than to the 
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town and castl«> of \\ indoor, the knights ekct took 
up their lodgings, sometimes in the Strand, some- 
times ill Salisbury Court, in Holborn, or within 
tlie city ; and took care to pass through some 
great thoroughfares, that the people might the 
better see the show. 

King James I., observing the excesses the elect 
knights ran into upon this occasion, and willing to 
check the growing inconveniences, at the installa> 
tion of Francis, Ear) of Rutland, Sir George 
Villan, knight (afterwards Duke of Buckingham), 
and the Viscount lisle, anno 14 of his reign, for- 
bade livery coats, for saving chaige, and avoiding 
emulation ; and shortly after, in a chapter at 
Whitehall, anno 16, with the consent of the 
knights-companions tlicn asscmhled.in order to put 
some restraint upon the nuTnl)er of attendants, he 
decreed that eneli of the knights-companions should 
have fifty persons to attend him to the annual 
solemnities of the order, and no more. 

The offering of the knights -commissioners, 
coming to the castle on the eve of the installation, 
is founded upon an article of Edward III., which 
runs to this effect: that if any of the knights- 
companions, being upon a journey, should acci- 
dentally pass by Windsor Castle, he is to turn in 
thither, in honour of the place, and prepare himself 
to enter into the chapel to offer ; first putting on 
his mantle, without which he must never presume 
to enter; but upon emergencies, and allowable 
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causes, he is to be excused. This offering was 
made in gold or silver. 

The ceremonies of receiving an elect knight 
being over, he disrobes himself of his upper 
garment, then the surcoat and kirtle is taken from 
the table, with which he is invested; and during 
this ceremony, the following words of admonition, 
entered at the end of King Henry Vill.'s book of 
English statutes, are read or spoken. 

** Take this robe of purple, to the merease of your 
honour, and in tokoi, or sign, of the most honour- 
able Older you have reodved ; wherewith you 
being defended, may be bold, not only strong to 
fight, but also to offer yourself to shed your blood 
for Christ's &itb, the liberties of the church, and 
the just and necessary defence of them that aie 
oppressed and needy.** 

After this, his sword is close girt about him 
over liis surcoat, by tlie coniissioners, (or the 
assistants to the lieutenant, or some of the kiiip;hts- 
companions,) and sometimes in the way of assis- 
tance, Garter himselt does this ser^ncc; and as soon 
as the ceremony is over, the sovereign, or his lieu- 
tenant, proceeds into the choir, leaving the elect 
knight hehind them. 

The knight elect proceeds from the chapter- 
house along the north aisle, and enters the west 
door of the choir in solemn order ; but his place in 
this procession is changed, for here he is led 
between two knights-companions. 
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Whilst the oath is administering, the elect 
knight holds his right hand ou the holy evangelists; 
and when the rogister has pronounced the words, 
he immediately responses, I will, so help me God, 
and then takes off his hand reTerently, ki<;sing 
the book ; and by this ceremony, seals his 
obligation to the statutes of this most noble 
order. 

The form of the ancient oath appointed by the 
statutes of institution, to be taken by a knight- 
subject, was very short, but comprehensive : " That 
he should well and feithfully observe, to the utmost 
of his power, all the statutes of the order;*' till 
towards the end of King Edward IV.'s reign, it was 
decreed. That all the knights'-companions then 
alive, and all such as should afterwards he admitted 
into the order, should he obliged to subjoin the 
words following: "That they would aid, support, 
and defend, with all their power, the royal college 
of St. Greoige, within the castle of Windsor, as well 
in its possessions^ as in all other things whatsoever ; *' 
which being drawn in form, was entered in the 
black book, but has since received many altera- 
tions. 

As soon as the knight elect has taken the oath, 
he is led to his appointed stall, and placed before 
it. In the interim, Garter advancing into the lower 
TOW of stalls, to the place where the elect knight 

stood when he took the oath, presents from thence 
the uiuiitle, collar, and book of statutes, to those 

o 
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who led him, who invest the knight elect fint with 
the mantle, hy putting it on his shouldeis. 

While the ceremony of investitttie with the 
mantle is perfonning, the woids of admonition 
proper thereto, are pronounced as follows : — 

Take this mantle of heavenly colours, in sign and 
token of the most honourable order you have 
received, and to tlie increase of your honour, signed 
and marked as you see, witli a red escutcheon of 
our Lord's cross, to the intent tl)at yoii, being 
always defended by the virtue and strength 
thereof, may pass through your euemies, and tliem 
also overcome and vanquish, so that at tlie hist, for 
your worthy and approved acts, you may, after this 
temporal chivalry, come to eternal triumphant joys 
in heaven.** 

Next, the commissioners, assistants, or knights- 
companions, lay the hood on the knight's right 
shoulder over the mantle, and bringing the tippet 
athwart his breast, tuck it under the girdle, at 
which his sword hangs. And lastly tie the collar 
about his shoulder, over his mantle and hood ; and 
at this part of the investiture, the following words of 
admonition are likewise })ronounced. 

To the increase of your honour, and in token of 
the liouourable order you iiave received, take this 
collar about your neck, witJi the imaore of the holy 
martyr, and Christ's kuigljt, St. George, by whose 
aid you being defended, may pass througli the 
prosperities and adversities of this world, that 
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having here the victory, as well of your ghostly 
as hodily enemies, you may not only receive the 
glory and renown of temporal chivalry, but also 
at the last, the endless and everlasting reward of 
victory." 

As soon as the investitUTe with the mantle, 
hood, and collar, ia over, those appointed deliver 
the book of statutes to the newly invested knight. 
This book the knight is to keep safe in his own 
custody, for his instruetion in the laws and cere- 
monies of this most noble order. They likewise 
give him the black velvet cap adorned with plumes 
of white feathers. 

All tilings relating to the full investiture being 
ended, there remains only to complete this great 
ceremony, the installation itself, whicli is performed 
in fhc manner following. The ne^s in.rsted 
knight then standing before his stall, and turning 
toward the high altar, makes humble obeisance 
that way, and then toward the sovereign, or if 
absent, towards his stall ; which done, the com- 
missioners, knights'-assistants, or knights-com- 
panions, receive and embrace htm with great 
civility, as their fellow and companion, and set 
him down in his assigned stall with professions of 
esteem, and wishes for his honour and happiness. 
The whole is ended by a grand dinner. 

The grand festival of the order was appointed by 
the original statutes, to be held on the 23rd of 
April, St. George's day; but succeeding sovereigns 

G 2 
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assumed the privilege of changing the day at their 

convenience. The whole solemnity ought to 
occupy three days. 

The ceremonial coinnienced by a chapter, 
Iield, wc shall .say, on St, George's eve ; and when 
that is ended, the knights proceed from the chapter 
house to the choir, to hear vespers, where they are 
joined by the alms knights, prebends, heralds, &c. 
The knights afterwards sup together, and when the 
meal is finighed, the sovereign appoints the hour 
of meeting on the following morning. The pro- 
ceedings of the second day are commenced by the 
knights marching in magnificent procession to the 
chapel, of which the Windsor Heiald remarks : — 

"In this grand proceeding (procession), the habits 
entertain the beholders withaverydelightfulprospect, 
being so ordered that the grave are placed between 
those that are rich and gallant; and to add to the 
greater show of this solemn ceremony, the rotjisters 
of the order make mention ol divers J)cr^uii» ol rank 
and qualiiy, who \mt themselves on tlie dnty of at- 
tendance on their ?>overeign, because related to his 
ser\ice, though in reference to the order not so 
concerned as to be taken into the proceeding ; such 
are divers of the nobility, sometimes 'jn-dt ladies, 
many considerable officers of the household, and 
other courtiers, all richly habited and attired. 

** To complete the pomp of this great solemnity, 
we may, (in the last place,) fitly remember the 
music, as a pait thereof, the choirs of the sovereign's 
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chapel at St. James's, and at Windsor, being united, 
all ainfjing' the sacrod hymn together, while the 
grand j)rooeBsion devoutly passcth ; and on their 
return to the choir door, the alms-knigbtft first 
advance into it, and after double reverences ascend 
above the haut pas's to the altar." 

Then comes the solemn offering in gold and 
silver, made by the knights, and afterwards the 
grand feast. 

When they are seated at table, upon Garter s 
beginning to cry largess, all the knights-com- 
panions, unless kings and great princes^ if any be 

present, stand up uncovered, till he has made an 

end (which custom, it seems, 7 Car. I., was 
discontinued for some time.) Then Garter proceeds, 
and proclaims the sovereign's styles and titles of 
lionour, first in Latin, after in Frencli. and lastly 
in English ; he and the officers of arms making a 
reverence between ; and at the end join together in 
crying largess thrice, and then all make reverence 
together. 

Hereupon, the treasurer of the household puts 
the sovereign's largess, which is ten pounds in 
gold, into Garter^s hat ; and this is afterwards 
divided among the officers of arms, according to 
custom. This being finished, all the officers of 
arms retire about three yards backward, keeping 
their feces towards the sovereign, and there make a 
reverence, and so a second, and thence retire out of 
the hail to dinner. 
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But where any knight-oompaDion happens to 
he installed at this gnind feast, and is present at 
dinner, then Garter, and the officers of arms, proceed 
in order, (after they have proclaimed the sovereign's 
style,) from the lower end of the hall, till they come 
before t!ie uewly installed kiii<rlit's place, and there 
Garter cries largess once, and proclaims his style in 
Englisli only, and then retires to dinner. 

The ceremonies of tiie third day consist merely 
of a f)roce9sion as before to the chapel, when the 
knights again hear divine service. 

We have now only to add the ceremony of the 
degradation of a knight companion. 

The ensigns of the order are not to be with- 
drawn from a knight, during life, unless guilty of 
some of those marks of reproach, set down in 
King Henry VIII.'s statutes, vis., heresy, treason, 
or flying from battle. It has sometimes been 
found, that prodigality has been made a fourth 
point, where a knight has so wasted his estate, as 
to be incapable of supporting his dignity. The 
pretence for divesting William, Lord Pai;* t, 6 Edw. 
VI., was, his not being a gentleman of blood, botli 
by father and niotlier. But felony comes not within 
the compass of this statnte, as not being exjuessly 
mentioned among the reproaches there summed 
up; and so it was adjudged in a chapter, 14 Jac. 1, 
in the case of Robert, Earl of Somerset, then hitely 
condemned for that fact, whereon his hatchments 
were not removed. 
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•M\ !i( n a knight-companion is found guilty of 
the otienccs nientione(] in King Henry VIII. 's 
statutes, lit; is usually degraded at the next 
chapter, of which the sovereign gives the knights - 
companions previous notice ; and then commands 
Garter to attend such of them as are appointed to 
go to tlie convict kniglit, who, in a solemn manner, 
first takes from him the George and ribbon, and 
then his garter. And at the ensuing feast of St. 
George, or sooner, if the sovereign appoint it, 
publication of his crimes and degradation is made 
by Garter. 

" Next, Garter, by warrant to that purpose, takes 
down his achievement, on which service he is 
vested in his coat of arms, and the officers oi arms 
standing about him, the black-rod also present. 
First Garter reads aloud tli*' ifistrument.s ut il< L;ra 
dation, after which one ot the heralds, who is placed 
ready on a ladder set to the back of the convict 
knight's stall, at the words expelled, and put from 
among the arms, takes his crest, and violently casts 
it down into the choir, after that his banner and 
sword ; and when the publication is read out, all the 
officers of arms spurn the achievements out of the 
choir, into the body of the church, first the sword, 
then the banner, and last of all the crest, so out of 
the west door, thence to the bridge, and over into 
the ditch ; and thus it was done at the degradation 
of Edward, duke of Buckingham, 13 lien. VIII. 
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Their plates are likewise taken down from th^r 
stalls, and carried away. 

'* D^redation not being alone thought sufficient, 
it was debated in chapter, 32 Hen. VIII., whether 
the names of such knight^'-coiiijjaDions as were 
convicted of treason, should remain in the registers, 
or be razed out : where the sovereijjn determined, 
that wheresoever the actions or names of such 
offenders should be found, these words [vah 
proditor] should be written in the margin ; by 
which means the register would be preserved fair, 
and not defaced with razures or bbts. 

** In the dose of this section we may observe, that 
someknights'-GOmpanions, who have suffered degra- 
dation, have lived to be restored thereto: being 
re-elected, and re-invested, and their achievements 
aet up again, by the indulgence of the next reign 
as were the lord page's 1 Mar., and the Maii|uis 
of Northampton, 1 Eiiz., as likewise the Duke of 
Norfolk, 1 Mar/' 

We cannot better elose this chapter than by 
presenting a view of the interior of Saint George's 
Hall, where the high feast of the order is kept at 
the present day. 
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Origin of the Poor En^hts of Wmdaor— Their doty— Statutes of the 
Poor Knight*— Aniraal Allowance— Sohit Oeoige'i Chapel. 



Wb must now devote a few pages to the Poor 
Knights of Windsor ; and, as is meet» follow the 
authority of the Windsor Herald : — 

*< Then, King Edward III., out of the great 
regard he had to military honour, and those who 
had bravely behaved themselves in his wai8,yet after 
chanced to fall in decay, made a provision for their 
relief and comfortable subsistence in old age, for 
providing for them in this his fuuiniation, and 
making a coalition in one joint Imdy with the 
custos and canons ; these he called milites, pau- 
pereSy and we poor alms-knights. The stated 
number at first were twenty*four, equal to the 
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custosand canons at tlie first election. But shortly 
after, on his instituting the order of the garter, two 
more were added, (as there was to the first canons,) 
to make the complete number of the knights- 
companions of that order, which were twenty-six, 
as we find stated at the ordination of the college, 
by the Bishop of Winchester, the pope's delegate. 

** The intention of the founder was for those that 
were real objects of charity, as he describes them, 
viz., poor knights, infirm in body, indigent and 
decayed, or as the statutes of the garter qualify 
them, such as through adverse turns of fortune, 
were reduced to that extremity that they had not 
wherewithal to sustain themselves, to live so geuteely 
as was suitable for a military coniiitHjn, which for 
greater caution was reiterated in the statutes of King 
Hen. v., Hen. VIII., and iu the orders ot Queen 
Elizabeth, for it was expressed, in case of any 
estate of £20 per annum devolved on them, such 
knights were to be discharged the college, and they 
were to proceed to a new election. 

At the first each knight-companion of the order 
presented his alms-knight, but ever after their 
election was to be at the disposal of the sovereign. 
Their habit was a red mantle, with the escutcheon 
of St. George, without any garter to surround it. 
Their exhibition, ttSber their first election, was twelve 
pence a piece every day they were at service in the 
chapel, or resident in the college, besides forty 
shillings per aunuuj for other contingencies, it 
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being the stated allowance appomtcd to each of die 
canon's residents." 

The duty of" tliese knights was to pray for the 
sovereign, and the kiiii2^hts'-conipauions, and to be 
every day present at high mass, the masses of the 
Virgin Mary, and at vespen and compline ; in 
default whereof they were to be mulcted in their 
twelve pence. But this allowance, in consequence 
of certain diaputea between them and the eocles- 
iaaticB, was withdrawn, in the reign of Edward IV., 
and how they subsisted till the reign of Henry VIIL, 
is altogether unknown. 

" In this interval it is observed that several 
persons of rank and distinction, became alms- 
kuiglits ; some of which were rendered great objects 
of charity, amonp; whicli number was Sir Robert 
Champiayne, a valiant knig^ht, an honour to our 
nation, for his renowned and martial services 
abroad. He was King Henry Vi.'s party in the 
civil war against Edward IV. Immediately after 
whose coming to the crown he left England, and 
travelled into Hungary, (with an equipage of three 
servants and four horses,) where in tiie assistance 
of Mathons Corvinius, King of Hungary, against 
the Turks, be behaved himself very gallantly ; 
but prosperous fortune not always attending him, 
he received many wounds, and at len^h was taken 
prisoner, lost all, and forced to pay 1500 ducats for 
his ransom, for the attestation of wliich he had the 
great seals of the King of Hungary, the Archbisiiop 
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of Crete, Locate dc Satere, in Iliiiigary, the Em- 
peror of (it l uiauy, tlio King of Sicily, the Count 
Palatine of the Rhine, aud the Duke of Burgundy; 
and lastly, a declaration thereof under the Vrivy 
Seal of King Edward IV. And beintr reduced to 
so low an ebb of fortune, he was, through Henry 
VI I. 's favour, adnsitted an alms-knight. 

But flome obtained admittance, probably out of 
demotion, rather than pover^, as Tliomas Ilulnie, 
darenceuz king of arms, temp. Edw. IV., Lodowick 
Garly, the king's physician, and John Mewtes, Se* 
cretaiy of the French tongue, both temp. Henry 
VIL, and Bartholomew Westly, made second haron 
of the exchequer, I Henry VHI.'* 

Henry the Eighth projected the restoration of 
the thirteen original knights ; and Queen Elizabeth 
devist;d for the government of the charity, the fol- 
lowing rules, 

*' Impr. That there be thirteen poor kniglits, all 
gentlemen, one whereof to be governor, that have 
spent their time in the wars, or other service of the 
realm, having little or nothing to live upon to be 
elected by the sov^eign and successors. 

" 2. It. The governor and kniglits must be un- 
married, yet that the crown may dispense withal ; 
and upon their marrying are to lose their place. 

'*3. It. None deformed, and convicted of heresy, 
felony, or any notable crime, is to be admitted of 
the thirteen, and after admittance, bo convicted, to 
be expelled. 
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"4. It. Each kiiiirht to have yearly, for tlieir 
liveries, a red gowu of four yards, and a mantle of 
blue or purple of five yards, at 6s. 8d. per yard. 

** 5. It, An eacutcheon of St. George embroidered 
without the garter, to be upon the left shoulder of 
the mantle. 

" 6. It The charges of the eloth, making, lining 
and embroidering to be paid by the dean and 
chapter, out of the revenue of the foundation. 

"7. It. That the knights attend morning and 
afternoon divine service, within the college in 
their ordinary apparel, without a reasonable let to 
be allowed by the governor. 

" 8. It. That they keep their lodgings appointed, 
and table in a coiiiinoii hall appointed, and to have 
tiitir jjrovisions by a coninum purse, exct^pt for a 
reasonable cause, may be licensed to the contrary 
by the dean, and that license not to endure for 
above twenty days in a year, excepting only for 
sickness. 

" 9. It. They are not to haunt the town, nor 
public houses, nor call any woman into their 
lodgings, without reasonable cause and license of 
the dean. 

" 10. It Twelve of them to be obedient to him 
appointed to be governor, and all thirteen to the 
dean and chapter, in the observance of these statutes. 

•* 11. It. Tlu' tliirteeu knights to Imvc places in 
the church, wheit^ the dean and canons ahall think 
best to hear the divme service together. 
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12, It, To be present at the quarterly service, 
for the memory of the patrons and founder of the 
college, and especially of King Henry VIII., 
and Queen Elizabeth, and have each of them, at 
that time, twenty pence, and the governor, two 
shillingB. The aaid service to be the Sundays next, 
before the quarter days, the Annunciation, Saint 
John Baptist, Michaelmas, and Christmas. 

13. It. Any of the twelve knights disobeying 
the governor, in any of these statutes, to incur the 
forfeiture the dean and chapter shall put on him, 
the governor to report the offence, whicli if more 
heinous, the dean and chapter are to give a warn- 
ing, and register the same, and after a second 
warning;, expulsion is to follow ; the likr jxini-li- 
ment to the governor, disoljeying the dean and 
chapter in the observance of these statutes. 

** 14. It. The penalties of the punished to be 
employed by the dean and chapter at their dis> 
cretion, upon any of the ministers or choristers of 
the church. 

*' Id. It. Upon the king or queen's coming to or 
going from Windsor, the thirteen knights are to 
stand before their doors in their apparel, and do 
obedience. 

" 16. It. At the keeping of the feast of St 

George, they are to stand likewise in their apparel 
before their doors, at the coming and goin<j out of 
theiieuteuant, and of the other knights'-companions. 
17. It. At every feast of St. George, they 
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sliall sit in tlit'lr appurel at one table, and have 
allowance of meat and drink at the royal chargeB. 

18. It. They are daily in their pnyeis to piay 
for the 80vereig]i, and the knights'-companions. 

"19. It. They are always to lie in their lodging, 
and upon lying out of them and the college, without 
license from the dean, to forfeit twelve pence. 

** 20. It. If lands or revennes of £20 per annum 
fell to any of the poor knights, he is to be removed, 
and another pnt into his place. 

" 21, It. They are every day (excepting cause 
of sickness) to be present at divine service in the 
college, as aforesaid, and receive a daily distribu- 
tion of twelvepenceperday,to be paid them monthly, 
if it may be, or at least in such sort as tlie other 
ministers of the chapel be paid ; and he that shall 
absent himself one day, without leave from the 
dean, shall lose his distribution of twelve pence. 

" 22. It. The governor i« to keep a book, and 
register the absentees, and other defaulters of the 
statutes, whereof he shall deliver one to the dean, 
and another to the steward, or him that payetb the 
poor knightSj who, by order of the dean, is to make 
proper defalcations at the time of paying them. 

** 23. It. The dean once a year is to appoint a 
day and hour, at which the poor knights are 
warned to be present, to hear these statotes read, 
and anv knight absenting himself after that 
warning, and without license, is to forfeit six 
shillings and eight pence. 
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" 24. It. Any elected poor knight before he 

takos any commodity of his room, sliall take a 
corporal oath belore the deau, to be faithiul and 
true to the crown, and that for the time of their 
tarrying there, to truly observe the statutes and 
ordinances upon the penalties contained in the said 
statutes." 

The twenty-fifth article is a dispensation for 
those poor knights chosen before those statutes, 
who were not certainly known gentlemen, yet 
men well reported for honesty, and meet to be 
relieved; but with an intent that none hereafter 
be admitted, unless a gentlemen bom, agreeable to 
the first order. 

The annual allowance of each, upon this new 
establishment, is eighteen pounds five shillings, 
to be paid by the <lean of Windsor, (but their 
governor bus three pounds six shillint^s and eight 
pence more,) besides their gown and mantle men- 
tioned in their statutes. King James I. doubled 
this pension, and made it payable out of the ex- 
chequer quarterly. 

Saint George's chapel, to which these knights 
may be said to belong, was founded originally by 
King Henry L, and dedicated to King Edward the 
Confessor. This structure, however, was pulled 
down by Edward III., and erected anew ; and then 
again by Edward IV., whose erection was at least 
the nucleus of the elegant edifice of to-day. Near 
the east end of the chapel was a little ikbric of free 



Digitized by Google 



I 

I 



4 • 




< V 



Digitized by GoQgle 



Digitized by Google 




Digitizfed by Cqogle ) 



THfl TOHB-HOtTSE. 



97 



Btone, laifled by Cardinal Wokey, called the Tomb- 
house, where he intended to erect a monument for 
Henry VIIL It was dismantled, however, in 1646, 
by command of the long parliament. Charles L 
intended to enlarge it ae a final reating place for 
himself and his saccessors ; but at that time the 
unhappy monarch thought he would have died in 
his own bed ! It was ordered otherwise ; and his 
body with much difficulty found a place in the choir 
of the chapel, in the same vault with those of 
Henry Vlll. and his last queen. 



CHAPTER X. 



French fushionB — The captives of Windsor — Richard 11. — Anne of 
Bohemia — Tournament — Imporlaacc attadied to Uic order of tho 
Otiter— Fmooub appeal of high tMaaon— The Citiiena of London- 
Henry I v.— Plot agninst (ihe umiper^B Gib— Otottaque fraliioitt of the 
•ge — The pbiloeopber'e stone. 

The conquests of Edward III, were the means 
of introducing the French fashions into England. 
In the Penone's Tale of Chaucer Bome curious 
details are given ; but the satirist appears to find 
&ult alike with the scantiness and fulness fashion- 
able at the time. The latter he considers as so 
much good cloth robbed from the poor, while 
he is shocked by the indecency of the Ibrmer — 
disclosing to him, as it were, '* the hinder part of a 
sheap, in the fill of the mone." The party-coloured 
style is also an abouiiuation ; the stocking white 
and red, or black and l)liie, giving the idea of the 
poor beau being attiicr 1 with some terrible disease. 
Nor does he omit to mention the lundness of the 
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citizenesses for interlarding thdr discourse with 
French phrases — a sin we know nothing of in our 
sensible era — seeming to hint that the French of 
Paris and that of London were very different 
languages ! 

" And French she epoko full fotcously, 
Afccr the scale of StmlfurU at Bowc : 
The French of Pttii ww to her unknowe." 

It wafi at that time a mark of politeness, as it is 
now» to speak French with purity. It had been the 
language of the court, and the public deeds, ever 
since the time of Edward the Confessor, who was 
educated in Normandy; and it continued to be 
the language of the tribunals till 1367, when 
Edward III. permitted the trials to take place in 
English. 

Sir Valeran de Luxembourg, Count de St Pol, 
was made prisoner in a battle between Andres and 

Calais, and was purchased — in the fashion of the 

tiiiHi — by Kiii;4 Edwjird, from the lord de Gonie- 
giiH's, who li.nd set on foot the expedition. The 
king sliut up his Ijargain in Windsor Castle, and 
on several occasions wished to exchange him I'or 
tlie Captal de Buch, then a priisoner in France. 
His overtures, however, were disregarded ; and the 
young count was fain to amuse himself, during his 
captivity, with hawking and making love. It 
happened that the mother of King Richard resided 

II 2 
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at that time at Windsor ; and her daughter, the 
beautiful Maude Holland, had frequent opportuni- 
ties of meeting the gallant Frenchman. In those 
days, unless under peculiar drcumstances, a noble 
prisoner was treated like a guest: and, in the 
present case, it was no impediment to the course of 
true lore that the gentleman was a captive. To 
make a long stoiy short, Maude confessed to her 
mother that she could not help loving the count, 
and that she herself had taken captive captivity. 
So a treaty of marriage was entered into between 
them, and the union afterwards completed, the 
king generously remitting one half of the count's 
ransom. 

In 1357, the Black Prince broiifjht captive to 
Windsor John, king of France, his i^oii Philip, and 
many of the French nobility, who had fallen into 
his hands the preceding year, at the battle of 
Poictiers. So immense was the cavalcade in passing 
through London, that it lasted from three o'clock in 
the morning till noon. The citizens hung their 
balconies with rich tapestry, and displayed at the 
windows all their wealth in plate, and more espe- 
cially armour, including a multitude of '*bows, 
arrows, shields, helmets, corslets, breast and back 
pieces, coats of mail, gauntlets, vambraces, swords, 
spears, battle axes, harness for horses, and other 
armour, offensive and defensive, such as had never 
been displayed before.** 

The next year, at the festival of St. George, 
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Edward gave a fete at Windsor, in honour of his 
royal prisoners, whicli excecjdod in splendour every 
other display of the kind during hia reign. Among 
other strangers of distinction, the queen of Scotland 
visited our castle on this occasion, arrayed in her 
richest robes. The king also sought to amuse his 
captives with the chace in Windsor forest; but 
King John would not be comforted, replying to the 
exhortations of his entertainer from Scripture — 
'*How shall we sing a song in a strange land?" 
He was at length permitted to return to France, 
undertaking to pay a large ransom, and in the 
meantime leaving hostages. The money, however, 
was not forthcoming; some of his hostages escaped; 
and John, in the true spirit of knighthood, returned 
to captivity. But this chivalrous feeling was not 
confined to princes. During the reigns of David 
and Edward, it was customary for tlie prisoners taken 
by the English and Scottish armies to be liberated, 
on their merely promising cither to pay ransom, or 
to surrender themselves again if summoned. 

In 1369, Queen Philippa died at Windsor. 

Richard 11. frequently kept his couH; at this 
palace ; and it was here that de la Pole, his lord 
high chancellor, was imprisoned, till he had re- 
stored the sums he was convicted of embezzling. 
The king was, at first, highly incensed at the 
interference of parliament with his fiivourite, and 
declared that be would not, at their desire, remove 
the meanest scullion from his kitchen. 
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Anne of Bohemia — or ratlier her father for her 
— was courted by Kirifj Richard a whole year 
before lie obtained iier for bis bride. The affair 
was at length arranged, and the young lady set 
out for the court of her future husbaiid, escorted 
by a hundred spears. The Normans, however, lay 
in wait for her in the channel, and her journey, 
which lasted more than a month, was performed in 
the midst of adventures and misgivings. She at 
length arrived m safety ; the marriage took place 
in the chapel of the palace at Westminster ; and 
afterwards the ** happy pair " removed to Windsor, 
where the chronicles say they kept *' an open and 
noble house," 

In 1390, an occurrence took place which shows 
the importance attached to the order of the Garter, 
inasmuch as the installation of a foreign knight 
had very nearly occasioned a war between France 
and Ensrland. 

News of the festivities and rejoicings with which 
Queen Isabella had been greeted on her arrival in 
Pari<?, excited the emulation of the English court ; 
and, aftei* some debating, a g^rand tournament was 
appointed to be held by sixty knights, on the 
Sunday and ISIonday following Michaelmas day. 
Accompanied by sixty noble ladies, all gorgeously 
dressed, the knights paraded through the streets of 
London, down Cheapside to Smithfield. There 
did they wait during Sunday — which was called 
the feast of the chtdlengers^the arrival of any 
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foreign kiii<rlit who mi^jht be dusiiuu?. of tiltiug. 
The following; duy tliey were prepared to tilt 
courtL'ou^ly with blunted lances ae^aiDSt all corners. 
.^The prize for the successful knight amonjjc the 
opponents being a rich crown of gold ; that for the 
tenants of the lists a massive golden clasp, to be 
preaei^ted according to the judgment of the ladies, 
and from their kit hands, the quem and all her 
court being present Among the most distin- 
guished nobles, the young and gallant Count 
d'Ostrevant came over from Hainault, desirous of 
being acquainted with Richard II., to whom, by 
the mother's side, he was cousin. His visit, how- 
ever, was against the wishes of his fiither, the 
Count Waieran de St. Pol, whose anger was after- 
wards much increased, on learning that his son 
had been invested with the order of the Garter. 
The young count was the hero of the tournament, 
the pri/.c being adjudged to lnni by the ladies, 
lords, and heralds. We learn, that, " On Saturday 
the king and his court left London for Windsor, 
whither the Count d Ostrevant, the Count de St. 
Pol, and the foreign kni^^hts who had been present 
at the feasts, were iuvited. All accepted the in- 
vitation, and went to Windsor. 

** The entertainments were very magnificent in 
the dinners and suppers King Richard made, for 
be thought he could not pay honour enough to his 
cousin, the Count d'Ostrevant, He was solicited 
by the king and hb uncles to be one of the 
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compaoioDft of the order of the blue Garter, as the 
chapel of St. €reorge, the patron, was at Windsor. 
In answer to thar request, he said he would con- 
sider of it, and instantly consulted the lord de 

Gomegiiiih, and the bastard Fierbras de Vertain, 
who were far from discouraging' him to accept the 
order. He returned to the king, and was adniitted 
a knigJit conipunion of the Garter, to the great 
surprise of the French knights then preseut. They 
murmured together, and said, *T]ih Count d'Ostrc- 
vant plainly shows that his heart is more inclined 
to England than France, when he thus accepts the 
order of the Garter, which is the device of the 
kings of England. He is purchasing the ill will 
of the court of France, and of my lord of Bur- 
gundy, whose daughter he has married; and a 
time may come for him to repent of it' 

** Rumour, which magnifies every thing, carried 
to the king of France, his brother, and uncles, 
every particular that had passed at this feast in 
England. Those who had been there confirmed 
it: nothing was forgotten, but rather additions 
made, with the intent of doing mischief in prefer- 
ence to good. They tuld that W illiani of llain- 
ault, who called hinisclf Count d'Ostrcvant, had 
taken great pains to huiiour this feast *, that he had 
had the prize given him at the tournament in 
preference to many other foreign knights, and tliat 
he was loud in the praise of the English, and was 
become the liege man to the king of England, by 
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taking tiio oaths, and accept iuLi the order ot" tlie 
blue Garter in the chapel of St. George, at Wind- 
sor — ^wbich order had been established by King 
Edward, and his son, the prince of Wales ; that 
no one oould be admitted a knight companion of 
that order, without making oath never to bear 
arms against the crown of England, and this oath 
the Count d'Ostreyant had taken, without the 
smallest reservation.'* 

In 1398, on a scaffold erected within the castle, 
the famous appeal for high treason was preferred 
before the king, by Henry of Lancaster, duke of 
Hereford, against Thomas Mowbray, duke of ^Sor- 
folk ; and it was determined that tlie affair should 
be settled by single combat, according to the rules 
of chivalry. 

Shakspere, in his tragedy of " King Riciiard 
II.," lays tlie scene of this appeal in the palace 
at London, but in other respects keeps close 
to historical authority, and indeed takes whole 
passages almost verbatim from Holinshed. The 
speeches of the two rivals, according to a custom 
of chivalry not very consonant to the spirit of 
the institution, are full of boasts and hullyings. 
Bolingbroke begins by calling his rival a traitor 
and a miscreant, and Norfolk is not behind-hand 
in abuse. 



"SrUiiifj aside his bUHnl's royally, 
Aud k-t liim l>c no kinbuian to my licgc, 



I <to defy bliit, and I apit Bt Wm ; 

Call liiiii a slandproiis coward, and a villain. 
Which to inuiiitain I would allow liim odds. 
And mtft him, were I tied to run a-foot, 
Kvcu to ihf frozen riilgts of the Aljis, 
Or any other ground inhabitablef 

Wherever El);,dis1iiiiun durst Set his foot. 
Jiolittgbiuht: Pnlc trembling coward, there i tbfSW my g*ge, 
Discluiming here thu kindred of u liin|^ ; 
And lay aside luy high blood's royally, 
Which not revctcnce, makes thee to except. 
If guilty dread hath left thee so luueh Streogthj 
As to take up mine honour's power, then stoop** 

The gage was a glove, an importaDt article in 
warlike and legal forms, and which was not 
assumed by the ladies as a part of their dress, till 
after the Reformation. Challenging by the glove 
was continued down to the reign of Elizabeth. The 
field chosen for the combat by Richard IL, was a 
place near Coventry, and thither the king and his 
court repaired on the 29th of April. The chal- 
lenger first presented hiiiifecU' at the lists, iiiuimttd 
on a while Iiorse, with his sword diauu, and ou 
bein^ interrogated by th*' marshal of the field, 
replied, I am Henry of Lancaster, Duivo of 
Hereford, come hither against Thomas Mowbray, 
Duke of Norfolk, a false traitor to God, to the king, 
the realm, and myself." Ue was then permitted to 
enter, first sheathing his sword, pulling down his 
beaver, and crossing himsdf on the forehead. He 
seated himself in a chair of green velvet, and 
speedily the king made his appearance on the field. 
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atteuded by peers, and ten thousand men-at- 
arms. Having^ seated himself in a chair of state, 

proclamation was made of the caus(' of the meeting; 
and the Duke of Norfolk immediately presented 
himselfj mounted on a barbed horse, with a coat 
of arms of crimson velvet, embroidered with lions 
and mulberry trees of silver, and having taken his 
oath, was permitted to enter the lists, exclaiming, 
" God defend the right I " The lances being 
measured by the marshall, one was delivered to 
each ; and, after a proclamation made by a herald 
to j)i-uj)aic for battk-, the trumpets sounded, and 
the two coTiibataiits rushed tu tiie cliar<»;e. At this 
nioineiit, however, the king; threw down his warder, 
the heralds interposed, and instead of being- afforded 
an opportunity of sheddinu' each other's blood, they 
were both sentt need to be banished. The whole 
scene is arranged by Shakspere, in strict con- 
formity with the customs of the duel. 

Boiingbroke. Yuur will be done ! this utust wy comfort be^ 
The sun that wanna you here, shall sbloc on me ; 
And thcM hia golden beami to jmi hen lent. 
Shall poiot on and pld my hMiidinent 

About this period, the citizens of London had 
been so contumacious as to refuse a loan to the 
king of ten thousand pounds ; and Richard, waiting 
till a visit in the city had given him some pretext, 
summoned the lord mayor, sheriffs, aldermen, and 
twenty-four of the principal citizens to appear before 
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him at Windsor Castle The Londoners lost their 
courage in the king's presence, and, instead of 
defending themselves from the charges that were 
made against them, began to accuse one another ; 
whereupon Richard, without ceremony^ ordered 
them all into custody, assigning the Lord Mayor 
the honour of Windsor for a prison. 

When the usurper, Henry IV., held his state at 
Windsor, intelligence reached him of a plot against 
his life, which was discovered by the intended 
aisassiu's o\\ n parents, Tlie conspiracy wat. planned 
by the al)l)Ot of W estminster, and tlje murder was 
to have been perpetrated by the Duke of Aunierle. 

He, however, while visiting his father, the Duke 
of York, was observed one day at dinner to have a 
paper apparently intended to be concealed in his 
bosom; and on being questioned, exhibited so 
much confusion, that his father snatched it from 
him suddenly, and from its contents became ac- 
quainted with the plot. Upon this, the Duke of 
Aumerle immediately set off for Windsor, and had 
just obtained a pardon from the king, purchased by 
his disdoauie of the whole conspiracy, when the 
Duke of York amved for the purpose of denoun- 
cing his own son as well as the rest. The conspira* 
tors suspecting that their scheme was discovered, 
threw off the mask, and assembling their armed 
followers, approached Windsor, but not till the 
king had retired for greater security, to the Tower 
of Loudon. After numerous vicissitudes and iiair 
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breadth escapes, this unfortunate band were sepa* 
rated, some fell fighting with desperate courage, 
and these were afterwards beheaded, and thus fur- 
nished trophiea to be sent to London ; a few found 
a temporary safety In flight, but we learn that of 
all who were impeached, the bishop of Carlisle was 
al<«ie pardoned. The remainder were condemned 
to be hanged, drawn, and quartered, and their 
heads exposed on London Bridge. 

Shortly before the final overthrow of tiie weak 
and unfortiiniite Richni J il., a touraameiil w as held 
at \V iiidsor, with all the customary pomp and splen- 
dour. But the nobles were already aecuj-tomed to 
treat the unpopular monarch with small show of 
courtesy, and the pageant was but thinly attended. 

Here too, at the Castle of Windsor, Richard left 
his queen and her retinue, on his departure for 
Ireland ; from whence he returned to a prison, and 
a bloody grave. 

In this reign, the dress of the nobility was ex- 
ceedingly sumptuous. The prelates, more espe- 
cially, indulged in the most ostentatious luxury ; 
and among the laity, one individual is mentioned — 
Sir John Arundel — ^who had fifty-two new suits of 
cloth of gold tissue. 

In that of Henry IV., the beaux wore the points 
of their slioos of such a length that they were 
obliged to fat>ten them to their knees with chains. 
Later, these chains were made of gold and silver; 
and the tops of the shoes were carved like a church 
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window. But, as if in order to balance this 
extravagance, alchemy appears in the same reign 
to have fallen into disrepute ; at least the king 
issued an edict against it, containing this sentence : 
*' None from henceforth shall use to multiply gold 
or silver^ or use the craf^ of maltiplication ; and if 
any the same do, he shall incur the penalty of 
felony." This was repealed, however, by Henry 
YL, in a record which shows not only his full 
belief in the supposed art, but his confident expect- 
ation of arnTiiig at the secret. He tells his 
subjects, that the happy hour is drawing nigh, and 
that as soon as he shall be master of the s l oNii, h«! 
will pay all the debts of the nation in real gold 
and silver. 

The study of alchemy is so much interwovpii 
with English history, that we may not be thought 
to gambol very far from the matter before us, if 
we cite the opinion of Gibbon, in order to contrast 
it with a curious passage on the same subject, in 
Mr. D'lsraeli's Curiosities of Literature. 

*'The ancient books of alchemy," says the 
historian, " so liberally ascribed to Pythagoras, to 
Solomon, or to Hermes, were the pious frauds of 
more recent adepts. The Greeks were inattentive 
either to the use or the abuse of chemistry. In 
that immense register where Pliny has depicted 
the discoveries, the arts, and the errors of mau- 
kind, there is not the least mention of the 
transmutation of metals i and the persecution of 
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Diocletian^ is the first authentic event in the history 
of alchemy. The conquest of Egypt by the Arabs 
diffused that vain f^cience over the globe. Congenial 
to the avarice of the human heart, it was studied in 
China, as in Europe, with equal eagerness, and 
equal success. The darkness of the middle ages 
ensured a favourable reception to every tale of 
wonder; and the revival of learning gave new 
vigour to hope, and suggested more specious arts 
to deception. Philosophy, with the aid of expe- 
rience, has at length banished the study of 
alchemy ; and the present age, however desirous 
of riches, is content to earn them by the humble 
means of eonmierce and industry.'* 

" Modern cheTni?try," says Mr. D'Israeli, " is 
not without a hope, not to say a certainty^ of verify- 
ing the golden visions of the alchemists. Dr. 
Girtanncr of Gottingen not along ago adventured 
the following prophecy : * In the nineteenUt century 
the transmutation of metals will be generally 
known and practised. Every chemist and every 
artist will make gold; kitchen utensils will be of 
silver, and even gold, which will contribute more 
than any thing else to prolong life, poisoned at 
present by the oxides of copper, lead, and iron, 
which we swallow with our food.' Phil. Magr. 
Vol. vi. p. 383. Tliis snl)lime cliemist, tliongh he 
does n(jt venture to predict that uuiversal elixir 
which is to |)roloug life at ph asure, yet approximates 
to it. A chemical friend writes to me, that ' the 
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metals seem to be composite bodies, wliicli nature 
is j>erpotually preparing^ ; and it may be reserved 
for t}ie future researclios of science to trace, and 
perhaps to imitate, some of these curious opera- 
tions.' Sir Humphrey Davey told me that he 
did not consider this undiscovered art an impossible 
thing, but which, should it be discovered, would 
certainly be useless/' 

We would ouiselves add, with all due defeienee 
to the wisdom of the age, that this *' undiscovered 
art," supposing it to be possible of attainment, is 
fiur from being an object unworthy of ambition. If 
gold, indeed, as we have observed elsewhere, were 
to become as plentiful as iron, the only effect would 
be, that in commerce men would be forced to adopt 
some rarer substance iis the conventional reprc- 
sentiition of property : gold would then s^ink to its 
intrinsic value, which is much lower than that of 
iron. But it is not to be supposed that such a 
secret would all on a sudden be diffused over the 
world. The discoverer, and liis heirs, perhaps to a 
remote generation, would be the first to profit by 
it— they would realize the dream of the alchemists, 
and actually possess unlimited wealth! The ob- 
jections to this supposed art did not escape the 
Searchers of the middle ages> although they did 
not deign a reply. Secrecy was thdr grand object; 
and they would hardly have rejoiced at making a 
step even in advance, had it not been shrouded in 
a mystery impenetrable to other men. It was 
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only the more common manipulations used in their 
experiments which were entrusted to the pen ; the 
more important, as we gather from Comelius 
Agrippa, being never cominitted to paper, "sed 
spiritu apiritiii panois sacruque wbiB infimdnn- 
tur." 



CHAPTER XI. 



James I. of Scotland a captive at Windsor— Heroic fidelity — Heniy 
V^The veiitaUe lieut of 8t George— Cattitiini «f the fifteenth 
oentoiy— Bdwud IV., <a Oe tajtl nhe— The im hiim»— RiclMfd 
IIL— Heniy VII.— ^Royal cast»i*»7a at WindMir. 



In tlie year 1405, Windsor Castle received as 
a prisoner a voutli of" tliirteen, who was doomed to 
reinain in bondage for nearly twenty years. He was 
afterwards famous in history under the name of 
James I. of Scotland ; and, in ail probability, this 
long imprisonment, however distasteful to himself, 
was highly beneficial to his country. The English 
monarch deserves great credit for the pains that 
were taken with the young prieoner'a education. 
He more than fulfilled his promise, sarcastically 
made, to instruct him in French. James was on 
liis way to France for education ; but Henry« re- 
marking that he himself understood French, and 
was much nearer at hand, ordered him to be 
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carried to Wiadeor. It may be observed, however, 
that instruction was not ^ivcn gratuitously ; for, on 
hiB release, tlie sum of £40,000 was charged for his 
ransom and maintenance. 
In the solitudes of Windsor, James became the 
admirable Orichton " of princes. He excelled not 
only in athletic exercises^ and the use of the sword 
and spear, in the feats of tilts and tournaments, 
and in wrestling, archery, and the sports of the 
field; but also in grammar, oratory, music, jurispru- 
dence, and philosophy, if we may believe Boethius, 
he was pre-eminent. '* Ho was well learnet to 
ficht with the sword," says he, (in the translation of 
Bellenden,) "to just, to turney, to worsyl, to sing 
and dance, was an expert miisicinar, richt crartv in 
playing baith of lute and harp, and siudry otiier 
instruments of musik.** In addition to these 
accomplishments, he was a poet of no mean pre- 
tensions: 

^ Amid tbe iMids wbom Seotk IioMb to fiune. 
She boasts, nor vainly bowti^ her James's name; 

And Ics?!, sweet hard, a crown tliy elon,- ?:howB, 
Than Ihe &ir laurels that adora thy brows." 

But James was not so completely taken up with 

warlike sports, and the wwship of tlie iiium', as to 
huv( no time left for something of still more 
importance. The young captive fell in love; ami 
at tliat moment, we dare swear, the sense of every 

I 2 
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Other sort of captivity departed. His world was 
thenceforward divided into " where she was and 
where she was not and even the divisions of time 
depended upon her absence or presence : 

To aee her part, and follow I nac might, 
Ifethoi^t the day wm turned into o^." 

The lady of hw love was Joan Beaufort, daughter 
of the Duke of Somerset, and grand-daughter of 
John of Gaunt, *' time-honoured Lancaster.*' The 
" Queen's Quair " was written in her honour, and 
sets forth her praise, his lo^e, and its happy issue 
in the allegorical manner then in ftshion. Mr. 
Tytler describes it as a very remarkable work, in 
its invention, fancy, powers of description, and 
siniplieity of sentiment; while Mr. Ellis adds, that 
it is not inferior, in poetical merit, to any similar 
production of Chancer. 

" It was tiie misfortune of James,*' says Dr. 
liobertson, *'that his maxims and manners were 
too refined for the age in which he lived. Happy, 
had he reined in a kingdom more civilized ! His 
love of peace, of justice, and of elegance, would 
have rendered his schemes suceessful ; and, instead 
of perishing because he had attempted too much, a 
grateful people would have applauded and seconded 
his eiforts to reform and improve them." He mar- 
ried his mistress, was restored to his kingdom, and 
passed some busy years in endeavouring to civilize 
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his country. One evening he was sitting at supper 
with his beloved, and still beautiful Joan, (for lie was 
then only in bis forty-fourth year,) when the steps 
of muiderers were heard without. On this occa- 
sion was exhibited an instance of heroic fidelity, 
which has been often mentioned. Catherine Dou- 
glas, a fair and high-bom maid of honour attend- 
ing upon the queen, fiew to fasten the door; she 
found that the bolt was gone, and the noble girl 
thrust her own delicate arm into the staple. So 
tender au obstacle coulJ gain but a minute. The 
arm was crushed to pieces ; the murderers rushed 
in ; and James fell by tlicir s\> ords in the Tiiendiuri 
of his age, although j)oor Joan had roused her 
like a lioness to defend her love, and was wounded 
in the vain attempt. Many of our readers will 
remember that Sir Walter Scott, slightly altering 
this anecdote of Catherine Douglas, and engrafting 
it on the character of an attendant of Mary Queen 
of Scots, has enriched with it a chapter of one of 
his matchless romances. 

Henry V. continued his fiither^s attentions to the 
prince when he waft at Windsor; but, excepting 
personal brayery and the love of music, there was 
probably little in common between them. Henry 
was not frequently at Windsor, and his name, 
therefore, may be briefly mentioned in connection 
with our castle. In 1416, however, the reception 
there of Sigismund, emperor of Germany, forms 
an event that must not be altogether overlooked. 
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This prince had promised to bring with him the 
veritable heart of St. G^rge, as a present to the 
chapel ; and it may be imi^ined that a more than 
ordinary sensation was excited by the imperial 
visit. The heart, however, it appears, was foi^tten 
after all; but Sigismnnd, notwithstanding, was 
received with great magnificence, and was installed 
a knight of the Garter in the chapel of St. George. 

In 1422, Henry, while before the walls of 
Meaux, received intelligence that a son had been 
born to him at Windsor. The child was named 
after his father, and lived to become a biirtlicn to 
himself, and a disprracc to the En«2;lish tiiiroue. 
Henry seemed to consider his birthplace as an evil 
omen ; for, turning to his chamberlain, Fitz Hugh, 
as the news was brought to him, he is reported to 
have used these remarkable words — "I, Henry, bom 
at Monmouth, shall small time reign, and much 
get ; and Henry, born at Windsor, shall long reign, 
and all lose : but as God will, so be it." 

The reign of Henry VI. was distinguished, 
among other calamities, by the insurrection of 
John Cade — ^the chartism of the fifteenth century. 
The difference between the intelligence of the 
masses then and now cannot escape notice ; but, at 
the same time, a very curious relation seems to 
exist between the ideas of the followers ot Cade, 
and those of tlie more ignorant part of our physical 
force men of the present day. Shakspere has 
drawn the former to the life. 
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"Geo. I tell thee. Jack Cade the clothier means 
to dress the com moa wealth, and turn it, and set a 
new nap upon it, 

John. So he had need, for 'tis threadbare. Weil, 
I say, it was never meriy world in England, since 
gentlemen came up. 

Geo. O miserable age ! Virtue is not regarded 
in handicrafts' men. 

John^ The nobility think scorn to go in leather 
aprons. 

(?«o. Nay, more : the king's are no good work- 
men* 

John. True* and yet it was said, — Labour in thy 
vocation: which is as much to say as, let the 

magistrates be labouring men; therefore should 
we be magistrates. 

Geo. Thou hast hit it: for there is no better 
sign of a brave mind than a hard hand." 

And again : 

" Cade. We, John Cade, so termed of our sup- 
posed father, — 

Dick, Or rather, of stealing a cade of herrings. 



Cads. Therefore I am of honourable house. 
D«6^. Ay, by my faith, the field is honourable; 
and there he was bom, under a hedge ; for his 



Cade, I am able to endure much. 

Smith. No question of that ; for I have seen him 



fiither had never a bouse but the cage. 



[aside* 



whipt three market days together. 



[as^. 
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Cadfe. I fear neither 8w<Hrd nor fire. 
Dkk, He need not fear the sword, for his coat is 
of proof. [omfe. 

Smith. But niothinks he should stand in fear of 
Ere, being borut i the hand for stealing of slicep. 

Cade. Be brave, then ; for your captain is brave, 
and vows reformation, Tliere shall be in England 
seven halfpenny loav^ sold for a penny ; the three 
hooped pot shall have ten hoops ; and I will make 
it felony to drink small beer ; all the realm shall 
be in common, and in Cheapside shall my palfrey 
gotograsa." 

Edward IV. resided frequently at Windsor. In 
1482, he receiTed there the Lord Mayor and 
Aldermen of L4}ndon. They hunted with the king 
In Windsor Forest; and, at their departure he 
charged them with a large present of venison for the 
principal citizens — a fact which may be considered 
to ini})ly the existence at that time of a taste 
which remains in lull t ok e to this day- Philip de 
Comines, the contemporary of the king, gives a very 
naif account of his character. '* What greatly 
contributed," says he, " to his entering London, as 
soon as he appeared at its gates, was, the great 
debts this prince had contracted, which made his 
creditors gladly assist him ; and the high favour in 
which he was held by the boorgeoues, into whose 
good graces he had frequently glided, and who 
gained over to him their husbands, who, for the 
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tranqnilHty of their lives, were glad to depose or 
raise monarchs. Many ladies and rich citizens' 
wives, of whom formerly he liad great privacies 
and familiar acquaintance, gained over to him their 
husbands and relations. 

"He had been, during the last twelve years, 
more accustomed to his pleasure and ease than any 
other prince of his time. He had nothing in his 
thoughts but let dametf and at the same time gave 
splendid entertainments; so that it is not surprising 
that his person was as jolly as any I ever saw. He 
was then young, and as handsome as any man of 
his age ; but he has since become enormously fat" 

One would hardly think that the question here 
was of one of the most cruel and heartless villains 
on record ! Edward was at Windsor when the 
tale was brought to him of some hasty expressions 
used by his brother, the Duke of Clarence, on the 
execution of one of his friends for an offence of the 
most trifling nature. The king immediately deter- 
mined on the destruction of his brother, or else 
made this circumstance a pretext for carrying into 
execution a previously meditated murder. The 
duke was arraigned before the House of Peers ; 
and, Edward appearing in person against him, he 
was of course condemned. Being offered his choice 
of the manner in which he was to die^ he fixed 
upon a true toper' death, and was drowned in a 
butt of malmsey in the Tower. 

And yet hear how pleasantly honest Philip 
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discourses of an interview between the monster 
Edward and ]ii« own sovereign the kiiif;^ of France 
— not thinking that the ^host of C hirence was 
all the while standing l)y, and breathing forth 
those words as cold as ice, in the midst of tiie 
interiocutiou — 

" Let mc sit heavy on thy nonl tO>aiUinill< 
— Despair and die ! " 

"When the ceremony of the oath was concluded, 
our kiog, who was desirous of being friendly, began 
to say to the king of England, in a laughing way, 
that he must come to Paris, and be jovial amongst 
our ladies ; and that he would give him the Car- 
dinal de Bourbon for his confessor, who was very 
willing to absolve him of any sm perchance he 
might commit. The king of England seemed very 
well pleased at the invitation, and laughed heartily; 
for he knew that the said cardinal was un fort don 
compcignon. 

" When the kintr was returning, he ^puke on 
the road to me ; and said that he did not like to 
find the king of England so much inclined to come 
to Paris. He is,' said he, ' a very handtome king ; 
he likes the women too much. He may probably 
find one at Paris that may make him like to come 
too (^n, or stay too long. His predecessors have 
already been too much at Paris and in Normandy;' 
and that ' his company was not agreeable tim side 
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of the sea ; but that, beyond the sea, he wished to 
be bon frh-e et amy* " 

Richard III. made only one visit to Windsor 
during bis possession of the crown ; but on that 
occasion he held a solemn feast of St. George, and 
installed seven companions of ihe Garter. In the 
second year of his reign, he caused the body of 
Henry YI. to be removed from Chertsey to Wind- 
sor, and there solemnly interred. Elizabeth, wife 
to Edward IV., was also buried here. 

Henry VII. frequently held his court at Wind- 
sor, and took a considerable part in improving- the 
castle, and carrying on the construction of St. 
Gieor2:e's Chapel. In the third year of his roio-n, 
he held his Raster there wiiii l;i i af jM>iii|), and on 
the Sunday after kept the feast of St. Guorge, his 
mother and the queen attending the ceremony, 
dre^ed in the military robes of the Garter. On 
the Sunday after, a chapter was held for the instal- 
lation of the Earl of Shrewsbury, on which occasion 
a more than usually splendid entertainment was 
given in St George's Hall. 

In 1506, Philip, king of Castile, and his queen 
having been spilt upon the English shore by a 
violent storm, were invited to Windsor, and leasted 
with great magnlBcenoe. ''All things,*' says the 
Chronicler, " were sweetly, gracefully, royally 
done." Henry led his guest in person from apart- 
ment to apartment ; (ill, on arriving ai ;i l)ed-ro()m 
more gorgeous than the rest, the Spaniard conjured 
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him to stop, as he found himself unworthy of such 
magnificence. Banquets, balls, and the chace, were 
the order of the day for several weeks; and among^ 
the other princely ceremonies, not the least was 

the installation of the stranger as a knight of the 
Garter. 

•'Also this year," says Ilolinshed, (1495.) "at 
the charges of Master John Tatp, alder man of 
Loudon, was the church of St. Anthony founded, 
and annexed unto the college of Windsor, wherein 
was erected one notable and free school to the 
fiirtliemncc of learning, and a number of poor 
people (by the name of almsmen, which were poor, 
aged, and decayed householders) relieved, to the 
great commendation of that worthy man, who so 
lived in worship, that his death by his worthy 
doings maketh him still alive; for be was not 
forgetful to beautify the good state of this city, 
in which, by wealth, he had tasted of God's bless- 
ings. 

In the year 1506, died Elizabeth, queen of 
Castile, who leaving no son, the ciown descended 
to tlii; princess Jane, her eklest daughter by king 
Ferdinand, married to Philij), archihike of Aus- 
tria. Early in the following January, the queen 
and her husband — called by courtesy king of 
Castile— embarked from Flanders, for Spain ; but 
their numerous fleet was scattered by a tempest, 
and the greater portion of it, including the royal 
vessel, driven on the coast of England. 



ROTAL CASTAWAYS AT WINDSOR. VIS 

When King Henry was informed of his land- 
ing, he was right glad thereof, and swore unto 
Sir John Carew and to Sir Thomas Trenchard, 
that they shonld entertain him in the most honour^ 
able sort they could deviee, till he might come 
himself to welcome him. Beside this he sent the 
Earl of Arundel, with many lords and knighte^ to 
attend upon him ; which earl (according to the 
king^s letters) received him with three hundred 
horses* all by torchlight, to the great admiration 
of the strangere. 

** King Philip seeing no remedy but tliut he 
must needs tarry, would no longer gaze after king 
HeTiry'b colli iiig, but took his journey towards 
Windsor Castle, where the king lay : and five 
miles from Windsor, the Prince of Wales, accom- 
panied with five earls, and divers lords and knights, 
and others to the number of five hundred persons, 
goxgeously apparelled, received him after the most 
honourable fashion. And within half a mile of 
Windsor, the king, accompanied with the duke of 
Buckingham, and a great part of the nobility of 
this realm, welcomed him, and so conveyed him to 
the castle of Windsor, where he was made com- 
panion of the noble order of the Garter. After 
him came to Windsor his wife, queen Jane, sis- 
ter to the princess dowager, late wife to prince 
Arthur." 



CHAPTER XII, 



TliL' mfrndcr nf the Faitb— The Priestandtiie Butcher— Tlu' Duke 
of Shorcditch — Full of tlif ]>ripc of relics — Fashion — Oinrv of Kiiwanl 
VI.— Philip and Marj — HeDtzner's Description of Windsor Castle. 



Hbhry YIII. contributed his slwre to the Im* 
provemeDt of Windsor ; and it was there he is said 
to have composed his book on the Seven Sacra- 

ments, in return for which the Pope bestowed upon 
hiui the title of Defender of the Faith. 

In 1518, tlie festival of St. George was held hr re 
with great iniifj^nificence ; but, in the fourteenth 
year of Henry's reign, a still grander scene was 
presented when the emperor of Germany visited 
Windsor, for the express purpose, it is said, of 
being personally installed a knight of the Garter. 

" On the 1st of September, 1532," says Holin- 
shed, ** being Sunday, the king being come to 
Windsor, created the Lady Ann Bullen marchioness 
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of Pembroke, and gave to her one thon^JUHl pound's 
land by the year ; and that solemnly finished, be 
rode to the college, where, after that service was 
ended, a new league was concluded and sworn 
between the king and the French king, Meaare 
Pomoraie, the French ambassador being present.*' 

*' In the time of this rebellion, (in the north,) a 
priest that, by a butcher dwelling within five miles 
of Windsor, had been procured to preach in &vour 
of the rebels, and the butcher (as well for procuring 
the priest thereto, as for words spoken as he sold 
his meat at Windsor) were limited : llie priest on 
a tree at the foot of Windsor Bridge, and the 
butcher on a pair of new "^allows set np before the 
castle gate, at the. end of the same bridge. The 
words which the butclier spoke were these. W^hen 
one bade him iess for the carcase of a sheep than 
he thought he could make of it, * Nay, by God's 
soul, (said he,) I had rather the good fellows of the 
north had it, and a score more of the best I have^ 
than I would so sell it.' This priest and butcher 
being accused on a Monday, in the morning, whilst 
the king's army was in the field, and the king 
himself lying at Windsor, they confessed their 
&ttlts upon their examinations, and by the law- 
martial they were adjudged to death, and suffSeied 
as before is mentioned." 

Another anecdote of this ferocious prince ascribes 
the title assumed for many years by the captain of 
the baud of archers of London to a sally of gaiety 
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on the part of Henry. An archer, it appears, of 
the name of Barlo, exhibited ao much skill at a 
shooting match held at Windsor, that the king 
called him the dnke of Shoreditch^ probably from 
his place of lendence. A title given hj a monarch, 
even in jok^ is not forgotten ; and this one was 
churned of right by the captain of the band of 
archers, who, on his part, was liberal of snch 
honours to the leaders of the divisions. On one 
occasion, thi» duke of Shoreditch was attended by 
the marquises of Cleikcnwell, Islington, Hogsden, 
Pancras, and Shacklcwell, and a numerous train, 
all fantastically habited. 

Lord Herbert, in his life of Henrj' VIH., notices 
the grwtU/all in the price oJ relics, at the dissolution 
of the monasteries, " The respect given to relics, 
and some pr^ended miracles, fell ; insomuch, as I 
find by oar records, that a jpm» of St. Andreto't 
finger^ (covered only with an ounce of silver,) being 
laid to pledge for a monaatefy for forty pounds, 
was lefk unredeemed at the dissolution of the 
house; the king's commissioners, who, upon sur- 
render of any foundation, undertook to pay the 
debts, refusing to return the prize again.*' That 
is, they did not choose to return the forty pomdif 
to receive a piece of the finger of St. Andrew. 

" About this time," says Mr. D'lsraeli, " the 
"property of relics sunk to a South Sea bubble; 
for, shortly after, the artifice of the rood of grace, 
at Boxley in Kent, was fully opened to the eye of 
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the populace; and a far>famed relic at Hales, in 
Qloucestershire, of the blood of Christ, yns at the 
same time exhibited. It was shown in a phial, and 
it was believed that none could see it that were in 
mortal sin ; and after many trials usually repeated 
to the same person, the deluded pilg^rims at length 
went away ftilly satisfied. This relic was the blood 
of a duck, renewed every week, and put in a phial ; 
one side was opaque, and the other transparent ; 
the monk turned either aide to the pilgrim as he 
thought proper. The success of the pilgrim de- 
pended on the oblations he made ; those who were 
scanty in their offerings were longest to get sight 
of the blood: when a man was in despair, he 
usually became generous I" 

At an earlier period of our history, relics were 
in still higher repute. 

" Our Henry III., who was deeply tainted with 
the superstition of the a<re, summoned all the great 
iu the kingdom to meet at London. This summons 
excited the most general curic^ity, and multitudes 
appeared. The king then acquainted rlit in that 
the great master of the Knights' Templars had sent 
him a phial containing a stnall portion of the 
prechut blood of Christ, which he had shed upon 
the cross ; and attested to be gemane^ by the seals 
of the patriarch of Jerusalem and others! He 
commanded a procession the following day; and 
the historian adds» that although the road between 
St. Paul's and Westminster Abbey was very, deep 

K 
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and miry, the king kept his eyes constantly fixed on 

the phial. Two monks received it, and deposited the 
phial in the abbey, * which made all England 
shine with glory, dedicating it to God and St. 
Edward.' 

Hpnn% it inav he addrrl, was the author of an 
important innovation, also noticed by Mr. D' Israeli. 
He caused his own beard, as we are told by the 
author of ** The Art of Poesie," and those of his 
courtiers, to be polled, and the hair cut short ; but, 
in the reign of Elizabeth, the old fashion came 
again into TOgue, the gentlemen wearing their long 
hair trailing on their shoulders. 

In his will, Henry provides that '*his body 
should be buried in the quere of die college of 
Windesour, midway between the stalle and the 
high altar;" where "an lionourable tombe shonld 
be sette up, wliicli was then onward, and almost 
ready." Tliis tomb, however, was never erected ; 
althougli land, of considerable value, was given to 
the college for the purpose. 

Of the well known diary of the young prince, 
Mr. D'Israeli speaks as follows. 

The diary of Edward VI., written with his own 
hand, conveys a notion of that precocity of intel* 
lect, in that early educated prince, which would 
not suffer his infirm health to relax in his royal 
duties. This prince was solemnly struck with the 
feeling that he was not seated on a throne to be a 
trifler or a sensualist : and this simplicity of mind 
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is veiy remarkable in the entries of his ilinry ; 
where, on one occasion, to remind himself of the 
causes of his secret proffep of friendship, to aid the 
emperor of Germany with men against the Turk, 
and to keep it, at present, a secret from the French 
court, the young monarch inserts, * This intent 
was done to get some friends. The reasonings be 
in my desk/ So zealous was he to have before 
him a state of public affairs, that often in the 
middle of the month he recals to nuin! passages 
that lit' ha*! omitted in the beginnini^- : wlnit w as 
done every day of moment he retired into his 
study to set down. Even James II. wrote with his 
own hand the daily occurrences of his times, his 
reflections, and his conjectures. Adversity had 
schooled him into reflection, and softened into 
humanity a species of bigotry ; and it is something 
in his favour, that, after his abdication, he collected 
his thoughts, and mortified himself by the penance 
of a diary. Could a Glive or a Cromwell have 
composed one ? Neither of these men could suffer 
solitude and darkness ; they started at their casual 
recollections. What would they have done, liad 
memory marshalled their crimes, and arranged 
them in the terrors of chronolojry ?** 

Edward VI. resided for some time at \\ ind>5or, 
but only though compulsion. He imagined he was 
not safe at Hampton Court, and, by the advice of 
the duke of Somerset, removed to Windsor, where 
the inhabitants of the town were armed for his 
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jiiotrrtion. It was here that Edward received a 
remoustrance from the chancellor and otliers of the 
council, complaining of the Protector, and recom- 
meading his dismissal. The young king being 
advised by the archbishop of Canterbury to submit, 
he did so» aod sent the duke's friends, with whom 
he bad sumtinded his penon, to the Tower. In 
the fourth year of Edward, the king of France was 
installed at Windsor a knight of the Garter. 

•< As soon as the ieasting and solemnity of the 
marriage (of Mary to Philip of Spain) was ended, 
the king and qneen departed from Winchester, and 
by easy journeys came to Windsor Castle, where, 
the 1st of August being Sunday, he was stalled 
according- to tlio order of the Grarter, and there 
kept St. (jeorge s feast himself in his royal estate, 
and the earl of Sussex was also at the same time 
stalled in the order. At which time an herald took 
down the arms of England at Windsor, and in the 
place of them would have set the arms of Spain, 
but was commanded to set them up again by 
certain lords. The 7th of August was made a 
general hunting, with a toile raised of four or five 
miles in length, so that many a deer that day was 
brought to the quarry." 

Here this unhappy pair remained in eold and 
gloomy state, the objects of fear and detestation. 
Of the two, Philip was the more humane; but his 
manners were equally reserved, and almost equallj' 
repulsive. Yet this man was a patron of art ; and 
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extended the most generous protection to Sir An- 
tonio More, the painter of a well known portrait of 
tile lady Elizabeth while a prisoner at Hatfield, 
and many other esteemed pieces. 

We are now enabled, for the first time, to give a 
somewhat minute descripdon of the castle, and of 
the impressions it made npon a foreign traveller, 
who visited England in die reign of Elizabeth. We 
shall give the description in his own words, which 
Horace Walpole thought worthy of bdng reprinted 
at Strawberry Hill; and, as we have done on a 
former occasion, we shall place at the beginning 
and conclusion a view of the castle as it at present 
stands, iu order to give the reader the benefit of tlie 
comparison. 



HENTZNEBTS DESCRIPTION OV W1ND30JI GASILE. 

Windsor, a royal castle, supposed to have been 
begun by King Arthur, its buildings much in- 
cressed by Edward III. The situation is entirely 
worthy of being a royal residence, a more beautifiil 
being scarce to be found ; for, from the brow of a 
gentle rising, it enjoys the prospect of an even and 
g reen country ; its front commands a valley ex- 
tending every way, and chequered with arable 
lands and pasturage, clothed np and down with 
groves, and watered by that gentlest of rivers, the 
Thameb ; behind rise several hills, but neither very 
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Steep nor very lii^li, crowded with woods, and 
seemiiitrly desitriied by nature heri-ieir for the pur- 
pose of iiuntiog. The kings of Eagland, invited 
by the deliciousnesa of the place, veiy often retire 
hither. And here was bom the coTiqueror of 
France, the glorious king Edward 111., who built 
the castle new from the ground, and thoroughly 
fortified it with trenches and towera of square 
stone; and having soon after subdued in battle 
John king of France, and David king of Scotland, 
he detained them both prisoners here at the same 
time. This castle, besides being a royal palace, and 
having some niatrnificent tombs of tlie kin^ of 
England, is t.anous for the ceremonie?* I>eluiiging 
to the kniglits uf the Garter; this order was 
instituted by Edward III., th«' same who Inuinphed 
so illustriously over Kiun .lohn of Fraiiec. The 
kuights of the Garter are .strictly chosen for their 
military virtues, and antiquity of family : they are 
bound by solemn oath and vow to mutual and per^ 
petual friendship among themselves^ and to the not 
avoiding any danger whatever, or even death itself, 
to support by their joint efforts the honour of the 
society. They are styled companions of the Garter, 
from their wearing below the left knee a purple 
garter, inscribed in letters of gold, with ** Honi 
soit qui mal y pense i. e., Evil to him that evil 
thinks. This they wear upon the l<'ft leg, in 
memory of one whicli, liapju'iiiiio- to untie, waa 
let fall by a great lady, passionately beloved by 
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Edward, while she was cl;uiciiig, and was ininK'- 
diateiy snatched up by the king; who, to do honour 
to the lady, not out of any trifling gallantry, but 
with a most serious and honourable purpose, dedi- 
cated it to the leg9 of the most distinguished 
nobility. The ceremonies of this society are cele- 
brated every year at Windsor, on St. George's day, 
the tutelar saint of the order, the king presiding ; 
and the custom is, that the knights'-companions 
should hang up their helmet and shield, with their 
arms emblazoned on it, in some conspicuous part 
of the churcli. 

There are three principal an<l very large courts 
in Windsor Castle, which gives great pleasure to 
the beholders : the first is enclosed with most 
elegant buildings of white stone, flat-roofed, and 
covered with lead ; here the knights of the Garter 
are lodged; in the middle is a detached house, 
remarkable for its high towers, which the governor 
inhabits. In this is the public kitchen, well fur- 
nished with proper utensils, besides a spacious 
dining-room, where all the poor knights eat at the 
same table ; for into this society of the Garter the 
king elects, at his own choice, cerliiiii persons who 
must be gentlemen of three descents, and such as, 
for the age and straiglitness of their fortnncfs, are 
fitter for saying their prayers than for the service 
of war J to each of tlieio is assigned a pension of 
£18 per annum, and clothes ; — the chief institution 
of so magnificent a foundation is^ that they should 
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My their daily prayers to God for the king^s safety, 
and the happy administratiOD of the kingdom, to 
which purpose they attend the aerWce, meeting 

twice a day in the chapel. The left side of this 
court is ornamented by a most beautiful chapel, of 
one hundred and thirty-four paces in length, and 
sixteen in breadth; in this are eighteen seats, fitted 
up in the time of Edward III., for an equal nimiber 
of kuight8. This venerable building is decorated 
with the noble monuments of Edward IV., Henry 
VI. and VIII., and of his wife, Queen Jane. It 
receives from royal liberality the annua! sum of 
£2000, and that still much increased hy the mu- 
nificence of Edward III. and Henry VII. The 
gpreatest princes in Christendom have taken it for 
the highest honour to be admitted into the order of 
the Ciarter; and, since its first institution, about 
twenty kings, besides those of England, who were 
sovereigns of it, — not to mention dukes, and per- 
sons of the greatest fiuui ', — have been of it. It 
consists of twenty-six < orn panions. 

In the inward choir of the chapel are hung 
sixteen coats of arms, swords, and banners ; among 
which are those of Cliarles V. and Rodolphus II., 
emperors ; of Philip of Spain ; Henry III. of 
France; Frederick II. of Denmark, &c.; of Casimir 
Count Palatine of the Rhine ; and other Christian 
princes who have been chosen into this order. 

In the hack choir, or additional chapel, are 
shown preparations made by Cardinal Wolsey, 
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who was afterwards capitally punished,* for hU 
own tomb; consisting of eight large brazen columns 
placed round it, and nearer the tomb four others 
in the sb^pe of candlesticks ; the tomb itself is of 
white and black marble: aU which are reserved, 
according to report, for the funeral of Queen Eliza- 
beth ; the expenses already made for that purpose 
are estimated at upwards of £60,000. In the same 
chapel is the surcoat of Edward ni.,t and the 
tomb of Edward Fines, Earl of Lincoln, Baron 
Clinton and L;i\ , knight of the most nohle order 
of the Gartor, and formerly Lord High Admiral of 
England. 

The second court at Windsor Castle stands upon 
higher ground, and is enclosed with walls of great 
Strength, and beautified with fine buildings, and a 
tower, (it was an ancient castle,) of which the old 
annals speak in this manner:—- King Edward, A.D. 
1359, began a new building in that part of Wind- 
sor CasUe where he was bom, for which reason he 
took care it should be decorated with finer and 
larger edifices than the rest. In this part were 
kept prisoners John king of France, and David 
king of Scots, over whom Edward triumphed at 
one and the same time. It was by their advice, 

* " 'Hiis vrns n sirnngc blunder to be made so nctit the time about 
so rL iuarkablf :i pcr-iou, vad&as lie concluded that whoever displeased 
Henry VI il. was of coune put to death." — Walpole. 

f «<Thiite»iiiiitakt); it was Uie raioMitor fidwaid IV^ eatidied 
with nibifls, and ma picaerwd hen mitil the dvil wwi.''— mMpeto* 
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Struck with the advantage of the situation, and 
with the sums paid for their ransom, that by 
degrees this castle stretched to such magnificence, 
as to appear no longer a fortress, but a town of 
proper extent, and inexpugnable to any humao 
force. This particular part of the castle was built 
at the sole expense of the king of Scotland, except 
one tower, which, from its having been erected by 
the bishop of Winchester, prelate of the order, is 
called Winchester Tower.* There are a hundred 
steps to it, so ingeniously contrived, that horses 
can easily ascend them : it is a hundred and tUty 
paces in circuit; witliin it are preserved ail man- 
ner of arms, necessary for the defence of the 
place. 

The third court is much tlie largest of any, built 
at the expense of the captive king of France. As it 
stands higher, so it greatly excels the two former in 
splendour and elegance. It has a hundred and forty- 
eight paces in length, and ninety-seven in breadth; 
in the middle of it is a fountain of very clear water^ 
brought under ground, at an excessive expense, 
from the distance of four miles. Towards the east 
are magnificent apartments, destined for the use of 
the royal household ; towards the west is a tennis* 
court, for the amusement of the court ; on the 
north side arc the royal apartments, consisting 
of magnificent chambers, halls, and bathing- 

* ** This is confomukd with tlie louiid tow«f."~lFd|fMfe. 



Digitized by Gopgle 



TERRACE WALK. 



139 



rooms,* and a private ciiapel, the roof of which is 
embellished with golden roses and fleurs des lis; 
in this, too, is that very large banqueting-room, 
flCTentj-eight paces long, and thirty wide, in which 
the knights of the Garter annually celebrate the 
memory of their tutelar saint, St. George, with 
solemn and most pompous service. 

From hence runs a walk of incredible beauty,t 
three hundred and eighty paces in length, set on 
each side witli supporters of wood, whicli sustain a 
balcony, from which the nobility and persons of 
distinction can take the pleasure of seeing liuntiug 
and hawking in a sufficient ppace ; for the fields 
and meadows, clad with a variety of plants and 
flowers, swell gradually into hills of perpetual 
verdure quite up to the castle, and at boftoui stretch 
out in an extended plain, that strikes the beholden 
with delight 

Besides what has been already mentioned, there 
are worthy of notice here two bathing*rooms, ceiled 
and wainscotted with looking-glass; the chamber 
in which Henry YL was bom ; Queen Elizabeth's 
bedchamber, where is a table of red marble with 
white htreaksi a gallery everywhere uruameiited with 

• " It is uot clear wliat llic author mcnns by lij-jwciustis ; I liave 
Uanalatcd it b«thiag-K>omfl ; it might mean only cbambera with 

t <*Qaeen EfisBbcth nwde die Temee Walk on tbe nocth aide ef 

tlic Castle, from which there Is a pleasant prospect duwn upon Eton 
CoUeg«, (he Thamot^ end neighbciuriBg comaiy."—FQp9't Wktdtor. 
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emblems and figures ; a chamber in which are tlie 
royal beds of Henry VII. and his queen, of Edward 
VI., of Henry VIII., and of Anne BuUen, all of 
them eleven foot square, and covered with quilts 
shining with gold and silver ; Queen Elizabeth's 
bed, with curious coverings of embroideiy, but not 
quite so large or long as the others; a piece of 
lapestiy, in which Is represented Clovis, king of 
France, with an angel presenting to him the fleur 
de lis, to be borne in his arms ; for, before this 
time, the kings of France bore three toads in their 
shields, instead of which they alterwards placed 
three fleurs de lis on a blue tield. This antique 
tapestry is said to have been taken from a king of 
France, whilst the English were masters there. 
We were shown here, among other things, the horn 
of a unicorn, of above eight spans and a half in 
length, valued at above £10,000; the bird of 
Paradise, three spans long, three fingers broad, 
having a blue bill of die length of half an inch, 
the upper part of its head yellow, the nether part 
ol" a * * * * colour a little lower from each side 
of its throat stuck out some reddish feathers, as 
well as from its back and the rest of its body ; its 
wings, of a yellow colour, are twice as long as the 
bird itself ; from its back grow out length-ways 
two fibres of nerves, bigger at their end, but like 

* "The original Is «|»dei; it i* bupomSklh to giUM itbak colour lie 
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a pretty strong thread, of a leaden colour inclining 
to black, with which, as it has no feet, it is said 
to fasten itself to trees when it wants to rest : a 
cushion most curiously wrought by Queen Eliza- 
beth's own hands. 

In the precincts of Windsor, on the other side of 
the Thames, both whose banks are joined by a bridge 
of wood, is Eton, a well bnilt ooUege, and &mou8 
school for polite letters, founded by Henry VI., 
where, besides a master, eight fellows and cliauter, 
and sixty boys, are maintained gratis ; they are 
taught grammar, and remain in school till, upon 
trial, being of their progress in study and genius, 
they are sent to the university of Cambridge. As 
we returned to our inn, we happened tn meet some 
country people celebrating harvest home : their 
last load of com they crown with flowers, having 
besides an image richly dressed, by which, perhaps, 
they would signify Ceres, this they keep moving 
about, while men and women, men and maid ser- 
vants, riding through the streets in a cart, shout as 
loud as they can, till they arrive at the barn. The 
farmers here do not bind up their corn in sheaves, 
as they do with us ; hut directly as they have 
reaped or mowed it, put it into carts, and convey 
it to their bams. 
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Queen Elizabeth — Hi r celchrated Terrace— Her litenuy occupations 
at Windsor — Her inthRiii e on literature and fashion — Merry Wivr^ (.r 
Windsor — Herue tlie Hunter — Personal vanity of Elizabeth — .^ilk 
•tockings—ClnMtBieliing^Badit of wine and milk — Edict ngaiuRt 
ugly portnits of the Queen— DeMriptiooB of Elisabeth by diSbient 
authorities— A bMU of her time— Xrhancter of the Eagliih hj a 
foieigiier. 

QusBM EuzikBETH had the good taste to delight 
much in Windsor Castle. The celebrated terrace 
was her work, and under it a garden, whose mean- 
ders and labyrinths are still faintly discernible. 
On this terrace she was accustomed to walk for an 
hour before dinner, unless prevented by the wind ; 
for it must be said, tliat our lion-queen had an 
especial aversion to wind, or rather perhaps to its 
effects upon her complexion. Rain she cared 
nothing about, or rather it was an object of prefer- 
ence, as she took great pleasure in walking upon 
the terrace under an umbrella, while the sliower 
pattered around her. The outer gate on the hill 
next the town was built in her fourteenth year, 
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1572, as appears hy an inscription over it. At 
Windsor she amused herself with translating 
" Boethius de Cousolatione," about which some 
minute details arc preserved. 

The Queen's Majestic being at Windsor, in the 
thirty-fifth yere of her raigne, upon the lOth of 
October, 1593, began her translation of ' Boethius 
de Consolatione Philosophise," and ended it on the 
8th of November then next following, which were 
thirty dayes. Of which tyme there are to be 
accompted thirteen dayes, parte in Sondayes and 
other holy dayes, and parte iu liti M;ijostie ryding 
abrode, upon which iier Majestic did forbeare to 
translate. So that thirteen dayes being deducted 
from tliirty, reniaynetli seventeen dayes, in which 
tyme her Majestic finished her translation. And iu 
those seventeen dayes, her Majestie did not exceed 
one hour and a half at a tyme in following her 
translating.*' 

The second account, by Mr. Bowyer, is as fol- 
lows: — '*The computation of the dayes and houres 
in which your Majestic began and finished the 
translation of BoeUiius : your Majestie began your 
translation of Boethius the tenth day of October, 
1593, and ended it the fifth of November next 
immediately following, which were fyvc and twenty 
dayes in all. Otit of which twenty-five dayes are 
to be taken foure Sondayes, three other holly dayes, 
and six dayes on which your Majestie ryd abrode 
to take the ayre ; and on those dayes did forbeare 
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to translate, amouiitiug togftlier to thirteen dayes. 
Which thirteen being deduc Tt d from twenty-five, 
reniayneth there but twelve dayes. And then ac- 
oomptiog twoo hours only bestowed every daye one 
with another in the translating, the computation 
fallith out that in fouie and twenty houres your 
Majestic began and ended your translation." — 
W, BowyeTi Keeper of Ihe Recordt mi the Tcwer, 

It cannot be doubted that the queen's love of 
letters impressed itself upon the literature of the 
time; and, in like manner, her excessive vanity 
and pu--ioii for dress exercised a striking effect 
upon the natioual mannere. Most of Shakspere's 
commentators admit the tradition, that the Merry 
Wives of Windsor" was written at lier command ; 
and if this be true, it was in all probability out of 
compliment to Elizabeth that the great dramatist 
chose her favourite residence as the scene of a piece 
which is, in some respects, one of the most remark- 
able productions of his genius. The scene of the 
mock fairies is the Little Park, as we may gather 
from Page proposing to couch in the castle-ditch 
till we see the light of our fairies." This lies on 
the east and north side of the ca«tle ; and on the 
south-east of the park stood the oak of Heme, the 
Hunter. Ti"adiuon relates that Heme was a keeper 
of the forest in the time of Elizabeth, who, having 
committed some crime which would have occa- 
sioned his dismissal, hung himself upon the tree. 
It seems plain to us, however, that the story of 
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Heme must have already belonged to the an- 
tique world in the time of Shakspere. The poet 
would not have made the satyrs and fairies dance 
about the self-given gallows of a park-keeper, who 
tucked himself up to one of its branches, on a mere 
matter of business ; nor would the said satyrs and 
fairies tell of tlieir luidnifrht dance round any tree 
of recent celebrity as a tiling of custom, 

** Awav ; Jisperee: But* till 't )>; one o'clock. 
Our (l;ir.cf nf r!i«!tnm rmuul nl. 'Ut llic Oftk 
Of Heme the buutcr, let us not foiget*" 

The whole scene refers to some bygone date, 
which, whatever may have been its acted circum- 
stances, was rendered poetical by the veil of distance. 

" Ami niglifly, mendow-fiurics, look you sing". 
Like to llic Garter's ooiii{);is!i, in a ring : 
The expression thai it bearsi grct-u let it he, 
Mofe fiirtile-fimlk tlmn all tbe ield to sec ; 
And, HMii mmV qui mal jf penile^ write. 
In emmid tuftt, towers purple, blue, and wLUo! 
Like wippliir*', pearl, and ricli rmhrr.i<li ry, 
Buckled bi-luw fair kniglilhood's bending kucc : 
Fairies use Awwen fur their chaiactcry/* 

Elizabeth, who delighted in pageantries of all 
sorts, could not fail to show especial ikvour to the 
st^e ; and, in fact, in her reign it first bo^an to 
assume a regular form. The ' properties" seem to 

I. 
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have been of pretty nearly the same kind 9S those 
of our t)\vii tlav. Then- arc various accounts pre- 
served, in which charges are entereil for making 
scenes of ** divers cities and townes, tlic emperonrs' 
pallace, and oilier devisscs; " ibr '* sarsuett and 
other stuff," and "canvas to cover the towers 
without, and other provision for a play;*' for "a 
maske," a rock overheld for the nine mused to sing 
upon, with '*a vayne of sarsnett drawn upp and 
downe upon them for towns and charetts/' also 
" for the goddesses and devtsses of the hevens and 
clouds." These representations were performed by 
the children of the choir, some of whom became 
so famous as actors, tliat they were sent for by the 
uuhiHty on fete occasions. It appears by tlicse 
arcoiints, that £(>. 13.v. 4d. was the regular sum 
paid to the master of the children at Windsor for 
the performance ; although on one occasion he 
received £3. 6s. 8d. in addition as a reward. 

The personal vanity of Elizabeth, and her abso- 
lute want of taste, produced a veiy extraordinary 
effect upon the dress of the court, as may be seen 
in the works of art of the time. A lady was 
defended by a tight bodice, reaching from the 
shoulders so far down that she could hardly walk ; 
while her hooped farthinggale below, and her wire 
ruff, toweriiif? from lier neck beyond the crown of 
her head, must have formed ahonetlier a complete 
security from the approaches of the ungentle sex. 
But Stowe, the tailor, though better known in his 
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quality of chronicler, is the great authority in 

matters of this kind ; and we quote his ac- 

coiiiit of a rirciinistance which must be held 
to form ail important era in the history of female 
dress. 

"In the second yeere of Queen Elizabeth, 1560,'* 
gaith John, '* her silke womatiy Mistris Montague, 
presented her Majestie, for a new yeare's gift, a 
paire of black knit silke stockings, the which, after 
a few days' wearing, pleased her Highness so well, 
that she sent for Mistris Montague, and asked her 
where she had them ; and if she could help her to 
any more; who answered, saying, *I made them 
very carefully of purpose only for your Majestie; 
and seeing these please you so well, I will presently 
set more in hand.' ' Do so,* quoth the queen; 'for 
iii lr il 1 like silke stockings so well, because they 
are pleasant, fine, and dcheate ; tliat licncefortli I 
will wearc no more cloth stockings and, from 
tliat time to her death, the queen more never wore 
any cloth hose, but only silke stockings ; for you 
shall understand, that King Henry the Eight did 
weare onely cloath hose, or hose cut out of ell 
broade taflety, or that by great chance there came 
a paire of Spanish silke stockings from Spain. 
King Edward the Sixt had a payr of hmg Spamsh 
mike stockings sent him for a great present. Duke's 
daughters," adds the chronicler, **tben wore gownes 
of satten of Bridges i Hruu:( upon solemn dayes. 
Cushcns and window pillow h of welvet and damaskc, 

L 2 
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formerly only princely fiiriuture, dow be very 
plenteous in most citizens' houses." 

"Milincrs or haberdashers/' says Stowe again, 
pursuing this important subject, ''had not then 
any gloves imbroydered, or trimmed with gold, or 
flilke; neither gold or imbroydered girdles and 
hangers, neither could they make any costly 
wash or perfume, until about the fifteenth yeare of 
the queene, the Right Honourable Edward de Vere, 
Earl of Oxford, came from Italy, and brought with 
him g^loves, sweet bagges, a perfumed leather jer- 
kin, and other pleasant things ; and tliat yeare tlie 
queeiie hud a pair of perfumed gloves trinuued 
only with four tulles, or roses of coloured silke. The 
queene took sucli pleasure in those gloves, that she 
was pictured with those gloves upon her hands, and 
for many yeares after it was called the *£arl of 
Oxford's perfume.' ** 

It may be important, also, to observe, that only 
four years after Queen Elizabeth began to wear 
silk stockings, the avatar of dear-starcher from 
Flanders took place, and threw the whole sex 
feminine into extacy. 

"In the yeare 15G4, Mistri?? Din<2:hen Van den 
PlasHe, boriip at Faenon in Flaunders, daugliter to 
a A\orsliipful kni<;ht of tiiat ])rovinrf', -vvltii lier 
husband, came to London lor their better saftie.^, 
and there professed lierself a starcher, whereiii she 
excelled, unto whom her ownc nation presently 
repaired, and payed her very liberally for her 
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worke. Souic very few of the best and most curious 
wives of that time, observing the neatness and 
delicacy of the Dutch fur wliiteiiess and fiiu; weariuL:; 
of linen, ma<le them eainbricke nifls, and sent tliem 
to Mistris Dingheii to starch, aud after awhile made 
them ruffs of lauu, which was at that time a stuff 
so Btran^p, and wonderful, and therupon arose a 
general scoffe or by-word, that shortly they would 
make rufls of a spider's web ; and then they began 
to send their daughters and nearest kinswomen to 
Mistris Dinghen to learn how to stareh ; her usual 
price was, at that time, fonre or five pound to teach 
them how to starcii, and twenty shillings how to 
sceth starch." 

Althouu,ii l^li/.al>etli was very vain of her plain 
face, she did not disdain to use a thousand arts to 
improve it; and as she was a not less passionate 
admirer of masculine beauty, the very men began 
to bedaub thmiselves with paint, in imitation of 
the women. The most approved method of adding 
to the charms of the complexion was by bathing in 
wine, after the pores of the skin has been opened 
for the medicament by the use of the warm bath. 
This, however, was resorted to by the more ptmiet 
beanties — the wine not only making the face "faire 
and ro(hly/' but smoothing;, j)erha|>s by its astrin- 
gent qualities, the wrinkles of time. Younger 
women bathed in milk to prt ^erve the sleekness of 
their skin ; and it is worthy of remark, that the 
former wash was used so freely by the Queen of 
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ScotB, that her jailer, the Earl of Shrewsbury, 
complained of it as more expeusive than his allow- 
ance would afford. Mary at this time was only 
twefity-six years of age ! 

It may be imagined, that, if Elizabeth was vain 
of her ptTbou, and careful to improve it, she must 
luive been in the same proportion incensed at the 
clumsv attempt*? of the paiuters to give th(^ world 
a copy of her beauty. Thi<« prave risi; to a pro- 
clamation, wliich is one of the most amusing docu- 
ments in the archives of the nation. It declares 
that, ''Forasmuch as through the natural desire 
that all sorts of subjects and people, both noble and 
mean, have to procure the portrait and picture of 
the queen's Majesty, great nombre of painters, and 
some printers, and gravers, have already, and do 
dayly attempt to make in divers manners portraic- 
tures of her Majestic, in payntinp:, <i;raving-, prynt- 
ing, wherein is evidently shown that }iythi.rto none 
hath sufficiently expressed the natural! rej)rcsenta- 
tion of her Majestic's person, favor, or grace, but for 
the most part iiave all so erred therein, as thereof 
dayly complaints are made amongst her Majestic's 
loving subject-', hi so much that for redress hereof 
her Majestie hath lately bene so instantly and so 
importunately sued unto by the Lords of her Ckin- 
sell and others of her nobility, in respect of the 
gret disorder herein used, not only to be content 
that some speciall coning paynter myght be per* 
mitted access to her Majesty, whereof she hath 
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bene allweise of her own right (h'sposition very 
imwyllino;, but also to prohibit all iiiaiiut r of other 
]»cr^oii.- lo draw, paynt, grave, or ])f)rtrayit her 
iNIajestie's personage or visage for a tyrne, until, by 
some perfect patron [patternj and example, the 
same may be by othere followed. Therefor her 
Majestie being herein, as it were, overcome with 
the contynuall requests of so many of her nobility 
and lords whom she cannot deny, is pleased that 
for thir c^mtentations, some coning person, mete 
therefor, shall shortly make a pourtiaict of her 
person or visage to be participated to others for the 
satisfaction of her loving subjects, and fordermore 
coiiJiiiaiKletli all manner of persons in the mean 
tyme to forbear from payntinp:, graving, or prynt- 
iiig, or making of any pourtraict of her Majestie, 
untill some speciall person that shall bo by her 
allowed sliall have first finished a pourtraieturc 
thereof ; after which fynished, her Majnstie will be 
content that all other paynters, prynters,or gravers, 
that shall be known men of understanding, and so 
thereto lycensed by the hed officers of the plaices 
where they shall dwell, (as reason is that every 
person should not, without consideratico, attempt 
the same,) shall or may at their pleasures follow 
the first patron or ponrtraicture. And for that her 
Majestie perceiveth that a grete number of her 
loving subjects are much grcved, and take much 
oflTeuce with tlie errors and defurniitits allredy 
committed by soudry persons in this behalf, she 
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straitly chargeth all her officers and ministers to see 
to the due observation hereof, and as soon as may 

be to reform the errors alliedy commiucd, and m 
the mean tynie to forbydd and prohibit the shew- 
ing and publication of such as are apparenly 
deformed, until! they may be reformed which are 
reformable." 

But after all, if we are to believe the pen-and-ink 
portrait makers, she required nothing but fidehty 
from the pencil. • 

Sir Francis Bacon, in his " Felecitie of Queen 
Blizabeth/' tells us, that "she was toll of stoture, 
of comely limbs* and excellent feature in her coun- 
tenance ; majesty sate under the veil of sweetness, 
and her health was sound and prosperous." 

Speed declares, that ** lier ros all actions and 
princely qualities of minde were seated in such a 
body for state, stature, beauty, and majesty, as 
best bc-fittcd an empresse." 

Sir Ricliard Baker, in his Chronicle, describes 
her thus: "She was of stature indifferent tall, 
slender, and straight; fair of complexion; her 
hair inclining to a pale yellow ; her forhead large 
and fair; her eyes lively and sweet, but short 
sighted ; her nose somewhat rising in the midst ; 
the whole compass of her countenance somewhat 
long, yet of adniir;ible beauty ; but the beauty of 
her nuiid was far more admirable, which she was 
particularly liappy in expressing, both by speecli 
and writing, if a collection could be made of 
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her apothegms and extemporal orations, it would 
certainly excel my thing extant on that head." 

Fuller's character of the queen is in these words: 
" She was of person tall ; of hair and complexion 
fair ; well favoured, but high nosed ; of limbes and 
feature neat ; of a stately and majestic deportment. 
She had a piercing eye, wherewith she used to 
touch what nietall strangers were iiuide wliicli 
came into her presence. But as she counted it as 
a pleasant conquest, with her majestic look to 
dash strangers out of countenaucc, so was she 
merciful in pursuing those whom she overcame; 
and afterwards would cherish and comfort them 
with her smiles, if perceiving towardlinesse, and 
an ingenious modestie in them. She much affected 
rich and costly apparel ; and if jewels had ever 
just cause to be proud, it was with her wearing 
them." 

But we n)ust not represent the ruyai mistress of 
Windsor merely in her character as a beauty. I^liza- 
beth was also a great huntress, and could strike down 
a deer with any lord of her court. A letter is pre- 
served addressed to the archbishop of Canterbury^ 
respecting ** a great and fatt staggc killed with her 
owen hand," which the queen desires to be sent to 
the prelate. She was also a skilful archer, and 
particularly fond of bull baiting, bear baiting, and 
such lady-like amusements. 

Having given some notion of what kind of 
female figures were seen in those days saihng 
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through the princely halls of Windsor, in order to 
complete the picture we must say a word touching 
the men. The most remarkable part of the male 
dress was that which modem affectation expresses 
by the word mexpremble. The article was made 
to correspond with the ladies' hoop ; and when a 
gentl«nan sat down— (we hope there is no offence 
to modesty in indicating this action) — he embedded 
himself in a cushion of rags and feathers, sewed 
up in the mysterious ganiunit ! A gallant thus 
sitting in the rotundity of a nunie rate-sized balloon 
was charming; and if to this be added a monstrous 
ruff, and a gilt rapier nearly as long as himself, he 
was irresistible. The two latter appendages, how- 
ever, were disapproved of by the queen; the former 
for its offence to the eye, and the latter for its hurt 
to the life ; and this caused her Majesty, as we are 
informed by Stowe, **to make proclamation against 
them both, and to place selected grave citizens at 
every gate, to cut the ruffes, and breake the rapiers' 
points of all passengers that exceeded a yeard in 
length of their rapiers, and a nay la of a yeard iii 
depth of their ruffes." 

Let us conclude this chapter by a cliaractcr 
given of the nation by a contemporary traveller, 
whom we have before quoted. 

" The English," says he, " are serious, like the 
Germans, and lovers of show : they excel in 
dancing and music, for th^ are active and lively, 
though of a thicker make than the French. They 
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cut tbeir hair close on the middle of the head, 
letting it grow on either side; they are good 
sailors, and better pirates, cunning, treacherous, 
and thieyish ; about three hundred are said to be 

banged annually at London ; they give the wall as 
the place of honour ; hawking is the general sport 
of the gentry; they are more polite in eating than 
the French, devouring less bread and more meat, 
which they roast in j)erfection ; they put a deal of 
sugar in their drink; their beds are covered with 
tapestry, even those of the farmers ; they are often 
molested with scurvy, said to have first crept into 
England with the Norman Conquest. In the field 
they are powerful, successful against their enemies, 
impatient of any thing like slavery ; vastly fond of 
great noises that fill the ear, such as the firing of 
cannon, drums, and the ringing of bells ; so that 
it is common for a number of them, that have got 
a glass in their lu ads, to go up into some belfry, 
and ring the bells for hours together for the sake 
of exercise. If they see a foreigner ver\ well 
made, or particularly handsome, they will say U U 
a pity he it not an Englishuan." 
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Jiiincs I. — Visit of the King of Denmark — The goodly anciont 
geBtkin«i<-^IiisUtuUoii of llio order of Baronet*— It« o^n— Acb- 
molo'* account of ttie inatituttOQ— Conttoversy lespeetiag the chanctor 
of Jame*— Mr. D'IsmeU's defence— Witchea. 



James I. visited Windsor fineqnently, but his 

name is not connected with the castle by any re- 
markable associations. The sojourn in Eaghmd of 
Christian IV., King of Denmark, is the most bril- 
liant part of lii^ reign, as regards court pageantry ; 
but we do not find that any of these exhibitions 
were held in our castle, although the royal stranger 
was sumptuously entertained there. His Danish 
majesty, however, as we are informed in ** Eng- 
land's farewell to the King of Denmark/' on visit- 
ing the royal residence^ " heere was presented to 
him the Knights of Windsore; being all goodly 
gentlemen, and such as had served Queen Eliza* 
betb in her wars ; and, for service done, preferred 
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in their latter yeares to this place of rest, and are 
called by name of King James' Knigbts of Wind- 
sore. These goodly ancient gentlemen being in 
their roabes of purple and scarlet, with the garter 
and Sainct George's cross upon them. Which 
goodly and charitable manner, when the King of 
Denmarke was possest withal, and the order of 
their first foundation and continuance, the King 
highly commended the founder, and in charitie 
wislit the successors to the worldc's end might 
continue so ti niomaMe an action as that : wliereof, 
by God's unice, tli ie is no doubt; his Majesty 
from his first comining, having so graciously and 
most bountifully shewed his zeale to that honour- 
able action by augmenting their portions which 
were possest of these places." 

In 1611, King James instituted the order of 
Baronets, which title obtained the rank of the 
ancient Vavasours. The ostensible motive for this 
creation was the defence of the province of Ulster; 
all those who accepted the title coming under pro- 
mise, that they " should be aiding towards the 
building ot cliuiciics, towns, and castles ; should 
proffer their lives, fortunes, and estates, to hazard 
in the perforniance of this duty ; and that, when 
any spark of rebellion, or other hostile invasion, 
should attempt to disturb the peace of this king- 
dom or province, that they tlicmselves should be 
ready to defend it ; and that each of them maintain 
and keep thirty foot soldiers there." The necessity 
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of raising money, however, seems to have been tlie 
real inducement. T\w Earl of Salisbury is said to 
have been the inventor of the plan ; and Sir 
Anthony Waldcn, describes him as arguing with the 
King — ^*'that he should find his Englisli subjects 
like asses on whom he might lay any burden ; and 
should need neither bit nor bridle but their own 
asses' ears." And on James fearing that it would 
discontent the rest of the gentry — "Tash, Sir/* 
said he; ''you want the money^ that will do you 
good ; the honour will do them very little harm." 
But this anecdote, as Mr. Nicholls remarks, if it is 
at all to be credited, seems ralliLr to apply to the 
** Knights of forty pound James made at the coro- 
nation." Others say that Sir Robert Cotton, the 
founder of the Cottonian library, was the inventor 
of this lesser nobility. 

Of this order the historian of the Garter dis- 
coui*ses as follows — " This leads us to the degree 
of baronets, who seem allied to knighthood, by 
having granted them the addition of Sir to be set 
before their names; but this gives them not the 
dignity of knighthood ; nor can they properly be 
called knights until they be actually knighted. 

" It is a degree erected Anno 9. Jac. 1., and the 
grant made by letters patent under the great seal 
of England. It in herediUiiy to them, and the 
heirs male of their bodies lawfully begotten, for 
ever; and by a subsequent decree of the said king, 
precedence is granted to them bciorc all bannerets. 
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except such as should be made by tlie king under 
his standard, displayed ia an army royal in open 
war, and the king personally present, and next to 
and immediately after the younger sons of viscounta 
and barons. 

The ground for erecting this degree was partly 
martial ; for though themselves were not enjoined 
personal service in the wars, yet each baronet was 
to maintain thirty foot soldiers for three years in 

Ireland, after the rate of eightpcnce per day, for 
the defence of that kingdom, and cliiefly to secure 
the plantation of Ulster. 

" Tliey were at least to be descended from a 
grandfather, on the father's side, that bore arms, 
and had a revenue of i^lOOO per annum, or landa 
of old rents of equal value with £1000 per annum 
of improved lands, or at least two parts of three of 
such estate in possession ; the other third in rever^ 
sion expectant upon one life held only in jointure. 

'* The year after. King James IL added some 
new privileges and ornaments, namely, to knight 
those already made that were no knights ; and the 
heirs hereal'ter of every baronet sliould, at the nge 
of one and twenty years, receive knightliood ; like- 
wise, that all baronets nii;;ht bear in canton, or in 
an escutcheon, the arms of Ulster; and farther, to 
have place in the armies of the king in the gross, 
near about the royal standard. 

" Since the institution of baronets in England, 
there have been made divers in Ireland after the 
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like funn. And tlie knights of Nova Scotia, in the 
West Indies, were ordained in imitation of baronets 
in England, by the said James, A.D. 1622, tor the 
planting that country by Scotch colonies, and the 
degree made likewise hereditary. 

" These latter wear an orange tawny riband as 
their badge, to distinguish them from other 
knights; and it appears, there was an intention, 
1627, to move his then majesty, that all baronets 
and knights bachelors might wear ribands of several 
colours, some badge or jewels in such sort as did 
the Knights of the Bath, to distingiush the one 
from the otlier. But thai iiiatter dropt.* 

We are too well ac(niainted with the duty of a 
hunihle elironicler t(j enter into the controversy 
touching tlie ehan-.cter ot" James ; but, neverthe- 
less, we cannot tiiink that all the ingenuity of his 
defenders has been able to render it respectable. 
His flying off to Denmark in search of his betrothed 
seems to have been nothing else than a ** suddai 
sally," as Dr. Robertson calls it, and "a wide devi- 
ation from his general character;" although later 
writers have seen in it a specimen of the romantic, 
similar to the expedition of his son Charles into 
Spain. 

" Among the flouts and gibes," says Mr. D'Israeli, 
" so freely bespattering the personal eliaracter of 
James the First, is one of his cohlness and neglect 
of his queen, it would, however, be ditticult to 
prove any known fact, that James was not as 
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indulgent as a husband as he was as a father. Yet 
even a writer so well informed as Daines Barring- 
ton, who, as a Jawyer, could not refrain from laud- 
ing the royal sage during his visit to Denmark, on 
his marriagCj for having borrowed three statutes 
from the Danish code, found the Kiug's name so 
proYoeadve of sarcasm, that he conld not forbear 
observing, that James ' spent more time in those 
courts of judicature than in attendinj^ upon his 
destined consort.* * Men of all sorts have taken a 
pride to gird at me,' might this monarch have ex- 
claimed. But ' every thing has two handles,' saith 
the ancient adage. Had an austere Puritan chosen 
to observe, that James the First, when abroad, had 
lived jovially ; and had this historian then dropped 
silently the interestmg cireumstancd of the King's 
' spending his time in the Danish courts of judica- 
ture,' the fact would have borne him out in his 
reproof; and Francis Osborne, indeed, had cen- 
sured James for giving marks of his uxoriousness ! 
There was no deficient gallantry in the conduct of 
James the First to his queen ; the veiy circum- 
stance, that when the Princess of Denmark \\m 
driven back by a storm to Norway, the King 
resolved to hasten to her, and consummate his 
marriage in Denmark, was itself as romantic an ex- 
pedition as afterwards that of his son's into Spain, 
and betrays no mark of that tame pusillanimity 
with which he stands overchaiged." 
The single instance of gallantry to his queen is 

M 
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not I articularly surprising. James was fond of 
spt*ci;itk's, and it was impossible even for him not 
to catch some portion of the spirit of a court which 
in the words of a contemporary, was " a continued 
maskarado, where she and her ladies, Hke so many 
sea-nymphs, or Neriades, appeared often in various 
dresses, to the ravishment of the beholders; the 
King himself not being a little delighted with such 
fluent elegancies as made the night more glorious 
than the day * 

The anecdote alluded to is given by Mr. D'Is- 
raeli. " That James the First " says he, *' was 
fondly indulgent to his queen, and could perform an 
act of chivalric gallantry with all the generosity 
of passion, and the ingenuity of an elegant mind, a 
pleasing anecdote which I have discovered in an 
unpuhlished letter of the day, will show. I give it 
in the wordts of the writer : — 

" 'August, lf)13. 
" ' At their last being at Theobald's, about a 
fortnight ago, the queen, shooting at a deer, mis- 
took her mark, and killed Jewel, the king's most 
principal and special hound; at which the king 
stormed exceedingly awhUe; hut after he knew 
who did it he was soon pacified, and with much 
kindness wished her not to be troubled with it, for 
he would love her never the worse ; and the next 
day sent her a diamond, worth two thousand 
pounds, as a legacy from his dead dog. Love and 
kindness increase daily between them.' 
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'* Such is the history of a contemporary living at 
com t, very op]K)site to that representation of the 
coldness and neglect with which the king's charac- 
ter has been so freely aspersed ; and such, too, is 
the true portrait of James the First in domestic 
life. His sensations were thoughtless and impe- 
tuous ; and he would ungracefully thunder out an 
oath, which a puritan would set down in his 
* tables/ while he omitted to note that this king^s 
forgiveness and forgetfulness of personal injuries 
were sure to follow the feeling they had excited." 

James's ferocious zeal against witclicraft is the 
greatest blot upon his cliaracter, and we do not 
tliink Mr. Nicholls has succeeded in wiping it off. 
James was a practical persecutor, not a theorist, on 
demonology ; and, if he did not believe — and de- 
voutly too — in all the nonsense he advanced even as 
evidence, his conduct was ail the more detestable. 
The proof in his favour of Dr. Hutchinson, goes 
but a little way. 

In the collection that I have made," says the 
doctor, " it is observable, that in one hundred and 
three years from the statute against witchcraft in 
the 33rd of Henry VHI., till 1644, when we were 
in the midst of our civil wars, I find but about 
fifteen executed. But, in the sixteen years follow- 
ing, •d'/i/Je (he frorerftmenf waft in ofher kandsy there 
were an hundred and nine, if not more, condemned 
and hanged." That is to say, that from 1541 till 
nineteen years after James's death, in the time of 
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the Commonwealth, this disproportion existed; but 
it should be recollected, that these statistics apply 
to Eoghmd, and that James, more especially about 
the year 1591, committed the most feaiful bar* 
barities of this kind upon his Scottish subjects. 

United with this tierce creduUty, he exhibited 
extreme childishness in his amusements, and gene- 
rally in his intercourse with society ; but we give, 
as a curiosiLv, an extract from one of In*: letters, 
distinguiiiiied at the same time by kind and natural 
feeling. 

When the king's two "sweete boys," Prince 
Charles and his " sweete Steenie gossoppe** were in 
Spain, James wrote to them from Windsor. The 
letter was addressed to both, and affords a good 
specimen of his style and manner. " My Babie 
shall receive the tilting-staffe now bravelie set 
forth, and fitte for a wooer, but in good 6ith the 
weather will be so hoatte therein, before ye can use 
it, that 1 wokle wish ye ratlicr to forbeare it, for I 
feare niy Babie may catclie a fever by it ; and my 
Steenie gossoppe must be eonuning hoame belore 
the bourses can be readdie to runne. My sweete Ihi- 
bies, for God's sake, and youre deare dade's, putte 
not yourselfis in hazarde by any violent exercise as 
long as ye arc therein. I am prescntlie to goe in 
hande with the provyding of Jewells for my Babie 
to give in presents, by whiche I hoape shall save 
him a goode deale of money." He sent six jewels 
for Buckingham to give away at his parting, which 
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was expected to be preyious to that of the prince^ 
and adds on the subject — The watche is the rich-* 
est and fittest for some old ladie In my opinion ; 
but the ring is the iarre noblest.'* 

We have seen the importance to which women 
attained in tlie time of chivalry, but in this reign,if we 
are to believe a contemporary writer, thoir assump- 
tion seems to have j'one beyond fill bom ids. " Our 
pulpits ring continually of the impudeiu-e and inso- 
lence of women ; and to help forward, the players 
have likewise taken them to task, and so to the 
ballads and ballad -singers ; so that they can come 
nowhere but their ears tingle. And if this will not 
serve, the king threatens to fid! upon their hus- 
bands, parents, or Mends, that have, or should 
have, power over them^ and make them pay for it." 
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Cimrlcs I. — iiojal romance — Man's Iotc and woman's love — The In- 
fitnta of Spain and Henriettft of Fniie»— Conlliet of tbc Omee- 
tt.y«i»— Windaor tlw priaon of its mastei^Weeklj nempapon of 

. the lime— The CMtle repaired and embellialied hy Charles II. — The 
new Queen and her train of uglinesses — Barbara VillitTf? — The 
brutal husband — Cannibal loyalists — Evelyn's account of Windsor 

-a«Bi«iii. 

The romantic expedition of Charles I. into 
Spsan» was a very different matter from the sud- 
den sally" of his father on a business of the same 
nature. The detaOs of the former adventure are 
better known abroad than in this country ; and we 
think it would repay the labour of some more 
competent pen than has yet made the attempt to 
collect, and reproduce them in a work of liistoricai 
fiction. James's motives for granting liis consent 
to the expedition were probably not all of an 
interested nature. His own voyage, and the Raid 
of Ruthven, were the two grand incidents of his 
personal history; and as the latter haunted his 
memory with images of terror to the latest moment 
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of bu life, so the former, associated with ideas of 
triumph, and celebrated by his courtiers as a feat 
of knightly daring, must have been dwelt upon 
with corresponding complacency. Kings wear, like 
other men, 

" The electric chain with which we arc darklj bouod 

and, in examining tlieir motives, we should never 
forget that they are part and parcel of human 
nature. 

The in£uita was prepared to expect her royal 
lover— ^d to see in him, through his disguise, a 
young, handsome, and accomplished prince. She 
wore, it is said, a blue ribbon on her arm, that he 
might distinguish her among the crowd of ladies ; 
and when she felt that for the first time those eyes, 
which hail iihcadv hccomc true stars of love to her 
woman's imaginalii ii, were fixed upon her, it is 
recorded that a deep blush rose into her face. In 
a day or two after the first interview, Charles 
joined in the sport of running at the ring, when 
his mistress was among the spectators, and won at 
the first course. The citizens of Madrid forgot 
their religious bigotry at this moment; and all 
cried out that their infanta ought to be given at 
once to his arms. It was no state love on the part 
of Charles. He was observed to gaze upon her 
face with the same long, passionate, melancholy 
look wiiich Douglas is described by tlic great 
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romancer as fixing upon the beautiful and tinfor- 
tuuatc Queen of Scots; ami, on ono occasion, he 
Icipcd over the walls of her garden to emleavour 
to obtain speech of her. He watched in the street 
for hours together, in places where he expected 
she n\\<zht pass ; and overwhelmed with gifts every 
body whom he hoped to render of any assistance 
to iiis designs. 

But notwithstanding all this, when the match 
(which had made so much progress that a Catholic 
church was built at St. James's for the Spanish 
princess) was broken off by state intrigues, Charles 
appears to have felt but little. So true it \s, that " love 
is but an episode in the life of a man ! The poor 
iiifaiilu was studying with great zeal the language 
of her new country ; and already in common con- 
versation was called the princess of England. 
What were her real feelings on the departure of the 
Stranger, can of course only be guessed at ; but 
one expression is on record which broke from the * 
heart of the woman, and the Spanish girl — (for at 
that moment the princess was nothing) — Had 
he really loved me, he never would have left me 1 " 

That Charles did love her, can hardly be dis< 
puted, — ^but it was after the fiushion of a man; 
and in a very short time, instead of the infanta of 
Spain, he canied to Windsor the princess Hen- 
rietta of France. 

We shall not dwell upon this unhappy marriage. 
If Henrietta had not been a bigot, she would 
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merely have been a %ht and vain woman ; but as 
it was, she aggravated all the evils of a miserable 
reign^ and contributed her full share towards send- 
ing her husband to the scaffold. 

To such a height did the Protestant and Catholic 
jealousies rise, that officers were stationed at the 
door of the queen's cliapcl, to prevent English 
converts from ( ntcring ; and, on those occasions, 
tlie French souietimes drew their swords to defend 
tliem. 

" The king and queen," says a M.S. of the time, 
" dining together in the presence, Mr. Hacket 
(chaplain to the Lord Keeper Williams) being then 
to say grace, the confessor would have prevented 
him, but that Hacket shoved him away; where* 
upon the confessor went to the queen's side» and 
was about to say grace again, but that the king 
pulling the dishes unto him, and the carvers faUing 
to their business, hindered. When dinner was 
done, the confessor thought, standings before the 
queen, to have heen before Mr. Hacket, but Mr. 
Hacket again got the start. The confessor, never- 
theless, begins his grace as loud as Mr. Hacket, 
with such a confusion, that the king in great 
passion instantly rose from the table, and, taking 
the queen by the hand, retired into the bed- 
chamber." 

Another M.S. mentions, that ^ the priests had 
also made her dabble in the dirt in a foul morning 
from Somerset House to St» James's, her Ludfeiian 
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confessor riding along by her in his coach I They 
have made her go barefoot, to 8pio> to eat her 
meat out of dishes, to wait at the table of servants, 
and many other lidiculous and absurd penances. 
And if they dare thus insult (adds the writer) over 
the daughter, sister, and wife of so great kings, 
what slavery would they not make us, the people, 
to undergo ! " 

Soon after the breaking out of the civil war, the 
castle \va.s garrisoned by the Parliament, and 
Coloni'l Xcun appointed governor — the same man 
who afterwards sat in judgment upon its master. 
In 1 642,Prince Rupert made an unsuccessful 
attack upon it, and it continued in the Parliament's 
hands during the whole war. 

In 1648, it was the prison of Charles I., who 
kept there "his sorrowful and hist Christmas.'* 
We have looked into the numerous pamphlets of 
the day, in search of some particulars of this cap- 
tivity which might be found interesting in their con- 
nection with Windsor, but in vain. The search, 
however, was neither uninstructive, nor unamusing. 
Among the pamphlets in the British Museum are 
sundry weekly newspapers. They are of the 
smallest quarto, containing two, four, and some* 
times more leaves, and embrace, like those of 
to-day, sundry details of news, both foreign and 
domestic* Like those of to-day, also, they indulge 
in prodigious exa^eration; which is amusingly ex* 
emplified in one]] entitled Terrible and bloody 



Digitized by Google 



WSSXtY NEWSPAPERS 



171 



news from Windsor for, notwithstanding its tifle, 
this pamphlet appears to be a trae newspaper. 
The fearful intelligence it communicates is, that on 
Charles being led into his ancestral palace a 

prisoner, some inhabitants of the town celebrated 
his arrival by drinking healths ; whereupon tlicy 
were attacked, aiul their carousal spoiled by the 
militan'. An extract or two will probably be 
acceptable. 

From " The Perfect AVeeklv Account/' Wednes- 
day, Dec. 2, 1648 : — " Fryday. Both houses ob- 
served this as a day of humiliation and prayer, to 
seeke the Lord for a blessing on their future pro- 
ceedings in relation towards the settlement of this 
kingdome. There was this sessions fifteen con- 
demned to dy, and the last nyght they got wea* 
pons conveyed into the prison to them, and then 
taking advantage of tlie keeper as lie opened the 
door to let one come in to speak with them, they 
threw him down stairs, and violently rushed out of 
the prison, and sixteen went clear away, one stayed 
behind, but he was before reprieved." 

"Satturday. Two men rid the woodden horse 
at the Royal Exchange, with a paper on their 
breast signifying theur offence thus; that they 
having newly enlisted themselves for souldiers, did 
imprison without any authority citizens and grocers 
of London, pretending that they had some heinous 
matters against them, let others take warning by 
this example, and not tluuk to shelter themselves 
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in the army for their own wicked ends. There be 
others which be gotten into souldiers* habit which 
are got on purpose to do mischief^ and have it 
thought to be done by souldiers.* 

From Mercmius Melancholius, communi- 
cating the general! affaires of the Kingdome — 
**His Majestie is at Windsor, and was brought 
tliitlicr by Coloiicl llairisoii. There his Majestie 
is hurried uj) and down at the pleasure of trayters, 
and committed to the power of the basest of his 
vassalls. First, he is sold by the Scots to their 
fellow-rebells of England, and betrayed from New- 
castle to Holdonby : thence he was snatched by a 
more bloodie sort of rebells, and shut up in a more 
close prison, in Carisbrook Castle in the Isle of 
Wight: thence by Colonel Ewers (sometime a 
kitching-boyO and Joyce a tailor, and Ralph a 
shoo-maker, that practised to pryson his Miijestie 
in Carisbrook Castle : he was conveyed to Hural 
Castle, a nastie prison, and scarce fit to be kannell 
for a dog ; and now to Windsor, which, though of 
itself it be a most statelie building, yet for these 
seven j taii s it has been a receptacle for nastie 
souldiers ; where he now remains, lockt up from 
all the common comforts of the world, and the 
society of any but his most deadly and implacable 
enemies.'* 

From " The Kingdome's Weekly Intelligencer 
** From Windsor it was this day certified that the 
king is in health, and that he had this day received 
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a booke from Master William Sedge wick, who did 
kisse his Majestie s hand, and was blamed by an old 
serraat of the King's then present, for being so 
shaTpe with the king in his discourse. The king 
is lodged in a very mean place. In the time of 
night his doore is secured with strong bolts, and 
his person with strong guards that do attend him." 

In the same year of the kmgfs confinement. Ma* 
jor General Browne, having offended his masters, 
tlie jiarliament, was imprisoned at Windsor; and, 
in \C)!)G, Judge Jenkins was removed thence to 
Abingdon, after an iinprisontnent of several years. 
In i(>59, the castle was surrendered to a party of 
horse under Colonel Ingoldby and Major Wildman. 
In 1660, the Earl of Lauderdale, the Earl of Lind- 
say, and Lord Sinclair, were discharged &om it 
after a long imprisonment. 

Charles I. had done something towards the com- 
pletion of this noble building, for he constructed 
the gate leading to the park ; but during the civil 
convulsions, it was threatened with utter destruc- 
tion, and only escaped with having its beauty 
defeced, and its ornaments carried off. Much was 
left for his successor to do ; and nuieli was done 
by him. Charles 11. repaired and embellished it; 
he decorated the rooms with paintings; establishe<l 
a magazine of arms ; and continued the terrace 
round the eastern and soutlieni sides of the upper 
court. This walk is faced with a rampart of free 
stone, and is said to be not far inferior in magnifi- 
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cence to the celebrated terrace of the seraglio at 
Constantinople. 

Such was the state of ruin in which the chapel 
in particular was left, that it is given as a reason 
why Charles II. could not find his father's body, 
that even those who had buried it ''could not well 
fix upon any object in so desolate a place to assist 
their future recoUection." All the wainscot, railings, 
and partitions, were broken down by the garrison, 
and the monuments had been defaced before the 
royal body was conveyed thither, hy Cromwell's 
order. 

This king, with the fatality which pursued the 
dregs of his race, chose a Catholic wife ; and 
tlie Inianta of Portugal came over to reign at 
Windsor. 

" The queen arrived,"* says Evelyn, in his Diary, 
" with a train of Portuguese ladies, in their mon- 
strous &rdingales, or guard-infentas ; their com- 
plexions olivader, and sufficiently disagreeable ; her 
Majesty in the same habit ; her foretop long, and 
turned aside very strangely : she was yet of the 
handsomest countenance of all the rest, and 
though low of stature, prettily .shaped; languishing 
and excellent eyes ; her teeth wronidnfj her mouth 
by sticking a littk' too far out ; lor the rest lovely 
enough." In tlie portrait by Sir Peter Lely, never- 
tlieless, engraved in Lodge's Portraits, with the ex- 
• ception of her eyes and forehead, she is represented 
as any thing but handsome. 
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No sooner was she established, thsn Charles 
brought mto her room the mfanious Barbara Vil- 
hers, afterwards Countess of Castlemaine, and 
I>uchesR of Cleveland, with whom he had been 
living for some time in open shame. The queen 
appeared to receive her rival with the same grace 
as the rest of the conipa,iiy ; hut, on sitting down 
in her chair, her colour changed, tears gushed from 
her eyes, her iinsr bled, and she fainted away. This 
only seemed to enrage her bnita! husband ; he 
ceased from that moment to treat her with the 
slightest form of respect ; and even in her presence 
conversed exclusively with Barbara Yilliers. The 
queen struggled for a while ; but, being destitute 
of strength of mind, soon gave way, and sunk into 
the opposite extreme of servility and meanness. 

She at length joined with a strange desperation 
in all the mad frolics of the time, going about 
masked/* as Burnet tells us, "and coming into 
houses unknown, and dancing there witli a kind of 
wild frolic. Once," he continues, " her cliHiniicn, 
not knowing who she was, went from her : so she 
was alone, and much disturbed, and came to 
Whitehall in a hackney coach ; some say it was in 
a cart." Charles, at length, seriously thought of 
getting rid of her altogether ; and many projects 
were discussed by him and Buckingham with that 
view. One was, to get her persuaded by her Con- 
fessor to become a nun ; and another-— deliberately 
proposed by the Duke, who offered his own services 
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in perpetrating the villany — that slit sliould be 
carried off to the plantations in the West Indies, 
that it might be given out, in order to enable the 
king to sue for a divoTce, that she had deserted 
hun. 

It is hardly possible to say whether this prince 
was the more weak or wicked; but the excess to 
which he carried his vices may almost be received 
as a proof that there was some inherent deficiency 
in his intellect. 

His restoration, however, was hailed on the part 
ol' m.uiy of his subjects with a species of devout 
enthuiiiasiii wliich might well have turned a steadier 
brain. But of all the excesses to which these 
feelings gave rise, perhaps the following is the most 
outrageous, as well as the most disgusting. 

It is stated in Whitelock's Memorials, that in 
Berkshire, (in May, 1650,) "five drunkards agreed 
to drink the king's health in their blood ; and that 
each of them should cut off a piece of his flesh, 
and fry it upon the gridiron, which was done by 
four of them ; of whom one did bleed so exceed- 
ingly, that they were £Ekin to send for a chirurgeon, 
and so were discovered. The wife of one of them, 
hearing that her husband was among them, came 
to the room, and lakuig up a pair of tougs, laid 
about her, and so saved the cutting of her hus- 
band's flesh." 

The only account we can find of tlie actual im- 
provements, or alterations, made in the castle by 



Digitized by Gopgle 



ZVELYV AT WIKDSOR. 



177 



Charles, is scattered through the vohiminoiis me- 
moirs of Evelyn; his contemporary, Pepys, limiting 
his notice to some foolish exclamations, as foolishly 
expressed. In the foUowing extracts will be found 
every thing of interest on the subject in Evelyn. 

*' We dined at Windsor, and saw the castle and 
the chapell of St Geoige» where they have laid our 
blessed martyr King Charles in the vault just before 
the altar. The church and worknuindiip in stone 
is admirable. The castle itselfe large in circum- 
ference, but y* roomes melancholy and of ancient 
magnificence. The keepe or mounte hath, besides 
its incomparable ]>rospect, a very profound well; 
and the terrace towards Eaton, with the park, 
meandering Thames, and sweete meadows, yield 
one of y* most dehghtful prospects." 

1670. ** Windsor was now going to be re- 
paired, being exceedingly ragged ruinous. Prince 
Rupert the Constable had begun to trim up the 
keepe or high round tower, and handsomely 
adorned the hall with furniture of armes, which 
was very singular, by so disposing of y* pikes, 
muskets, pistols, bandeliers, hokters, and drums, 
back, breast, and head pieces, as was very extraor- 
dinary. Thus those huge steepe stayres ascending 
to it had the walls invested with this martial furni- 
ture all new and bright, and so disposing the ban- 
daliers, holsters, and drums, as to represent fes- 
toons, and that without any confusion, trophy like. 
From the iiuii we went into his bed-chamber, and 

N 
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other rooms hung with tapestrie, curious and 

etfeiiiiiiate pictures, so extreamely different iium 
the othefj which presented nothing but warr and 
horror." 

" The statue of the king cast in copper, on a 
rich pedestal of white marble, executed by Gibbons, 
at the expense of Toby Rustat, a page of the back 
stairSf who by his wonderful frugaHty had arriTed 
to a greate estate in money, and did many works 
of charity, as well as this of gratitude to his master, 
w^ cost him £1000. He is a very simple and 
ignorant, but honest and loyal creature.** 

1683. "That which was new at Windsor since 
I was last there, and was surprizing to me, was 
that incomparable fresca painting in St. George's 
Hall, representing the legend of St. George, and 
triumph of the Black Prince, and his reception by 
Edward III. ; the valte or roofe not totally 
finished; then the Kesurrection in the cbapell, 
where the figure of the ascension is in my opinion 
comparable to any painting of the most famous 
Roman masters; the last supper, also, over the 
altar. I like the contrivance of the unseen organ 
behmd the altar, nor lesse the stupendous and be- 
yond all description the incomparable carving of 
our Gibbons, who is, without controversie, the 
greatest master both for invention and rarenesse, 
that the world ever had in im v age ; nor doubt I 
at all that he will prove as greate a master in the 
statuary art 



Digitized by Google 



DBLICATE AFFAIR. 



179 



''Verrio's invention is admirable, his ordnance 
fuU and flowing, antiq and baronial; bis figures 
move; and if the walls hold (which in the only 
doubt, by reason of the salts which in time and in 
this moist climate prejudice) the work will pre- 
serve his name to ages. 

** There was now tlie terrace brought about 
round the old castle ; the grass made cleane, even, 
and curiously turfd ; the avenues to the new 
parke, and other walkes, planted with ehnes and 
limes, and a pretty canal, and receptacle for fowl; 
nor less observable and famous is the throwing so 
large a quantity of excellent water to the enormous 
height of the castle, for the use of the whole house, 
by an extraordinary invention of Sir Samuel Mor- 
land.'* 

James 11. occasionally resided at Windsor, but 
we can find nothing of any interest in his history 

in connexion with the castle, except the fact, very 
minutely mentiotunl by Burnet, that it very nar- 
rowly missed tlie liuiiuur of being the cradle of his 
real or pretended son, Tlie queen had made 
every preparation for getting over the it\teresting 
matter at Windsor; but, suddenly changing her 
mind, she flew post-haste to St. James s, where, 
almost on the instant of her arrival, she presented 
her lord with a son — previously presented to 
herself, as the good bishop hints — ^in a warming- 
pan. 

From this period, till the reign of the two last 

v2 
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GeorgeSj we find nothing of any moment concern- 
ing our castle. With George IV., however, began 
a new era; and under his auspices Windsor at- 
tained to a degree of splendour and completeness, 
which is altt^ther without parallel in Europe. 
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Clmnijes in tnste— Spprimcn of Lad tas(o — Hound Tower — Sir J. 
Wyatvillc — External appearance of the castle — Principal gateway- 
Upper ward — Entrance to tlie stale apartments — Queen's Bull Room— 
Intfodueiion of Verrio to Windsor — ^ADecdote«<->OrinUng Gibboiw — 
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Killigrew— Henriulla Maria— Cbarles I. 

We have seen that Windsor Castle bears marks 
of the hand of almost every English monarch, from 
William the Conqueror downwards. The principal 
names connected with this edifice are those of 
William, Henry L, Edward III. and IV., Henry 
VII. and VIII., Elizabeth, Charles I. and II., 
Georges 111, and IV., and William IV. Speci- 
mens arc still to be seen of the taste of nearly all 
these monarclis. " At the north-west extremity 
of the curtain walls," says Mr. Britton, " in the 
lower ward, is an example of real Norman design, 
called Csssar's, or the Bell Tower; whilst the 
dynasties of the Plantagenets. Lancastenans, 
Yorkists, Tudors> Stuarts, and Hanoverians, are all 



182 



WIKDSOA CAfiTLE. 



to be identified in other parts <^ those extensive 

castellated and Christian bniklings," 

From the iniie of Cluirles II. however, if we 
excej)t the pictures introduced by James 11., and a 
paiuted staircase begun by Queen Anne, and finished 
by Georp^e I., the castle appears to have been n^- 
lected till George III. This prince repaired^ and 
superbly decorated the chapel. The keep, however^ 
was till hia time surrounded by a fosse, in the 
depths of which grew many majestic trees, whose 
branches almost reached to the battlements ; and 
we cannot help joining Mr. Hakewell in his 
lamentations for the loss of a feature which roust 
have ^ven it "the characteristic and solemn 
dignity which age alone can jnuduce.'* 

George IV. could not remedy this deed, altliough 
it was talked of, we believe, in the time of his suc- 
cessor; but he maybe said, in all essential respects, 
to be the reconstructor of the castle as it now 
stands. George, whatever may have been his vices 
and follies, was in the main a man of taste ; and, 
although somewhat too fond of glitter and bissar- 
reries, this perversity was corrected by the genius of 
his architect, in whom were united those rare 
qualities which are capable of reconcHing vastness 
with convenience, and splendour with refinement. 

The elder Wyatt appears to have been a com- 
mon person, and as such exceedingly well suited 
to the Calibre of lii.s uKister, George III.; nay, we 
are of opinion that au artist of higher talent would 
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have been of no use, from the impossibility of con- 
quering the obstinacy of the king. The fourth 
George, on the other haad, possessed from nature 
those glimpses and reveal ings of the beautiful and 
noble* which mduced him to doubt his own kingly 
infidlibility, when his ideas were combated by 
others; and, in the younger Wyatt, he laddly 
found a man conscious of his own superiority 
in matters of art, and determined to assert 
the rights of his genius. This accomplished 
architect deserves, and has obtained, much praise 
for the skilfiil manner in which he reconciled tlie 
existing contnidiclions, and added to the beauty 
and majesty of the edifice, without destroying its 
original characteristics. This is the grand merit of 
such a work. In genend, — ^and it happened so 
with Windsor — every succeeding age adds its 
peculiarities to the last, and thus renders gro- 
tesque what it alfects to preserve. His task, 
thereibre, was a yery difficult one; it having been 
agreed on all hands, that the alterations, from the 
Tudor dynasty downwards, were, with hardly an 
exception, bad. A portion of them were altogether 
taken down, and, in consequence of the decay of 
the main timbers, new floors and ceihngs, witli 
new partition walls, were found necessary. In fact, 
the whole of the upper ward is so much changed 
in appearance, that, were it not for its peculiarity 
of situation, and the grand distinctive feature 
of the Round Tower, the castle could hardly be 
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recognued as the same which was the palace of 
GeoTge III. 

But even the Round Tower of that epoch may 
be said to have served only iis tlie foundation of 
the present. It did not reacli so liigh as the new 
buttresses ; and the flag tower, wliicli adds so 
much to the effect, was altogether wanting. This 
latter appendage, indeed, provoked much criticism 
at the time ; but the architect triumphantly an- 
swered all objections, by exhibiting a model of the 
castle, with the flag tower remoTable at pleasure. 
This we have seen ouiselves, and, according to our 
judgment, there can he no question as to the high 
value of the improvement. 

St George's Gateway, by which the public enter to 
view the quadrangle, is entirely a new construction, 
as well as the portion of the buildinf* which connects 
that p:ateway with tiie tower ol Knig Edward III. 
The turret which rises on the left hand above the 
tower did not nearly reach the summit. Beyond 
this, still proceeding along the southern point, was 
the principal entrance, a mean gateway in an ob- 
scure situation ; which is now entirely closed, and 
the line of building continued, with beautiful 
Gothic windows, till we reach the present royal 
gateway, flanked by the York and Lancaster 
towers. From this, the buildings, constituting the 
apartments of the household and guests, have been 
raised a story to the end of the facade, and sur- 
mounted by battlements. A turret, which rose 
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midway, has been cut down to a level with the 
rest of the line ; and instead of a low, plain tower 
which terminated the front in this direction, a lofty 
and magnificent structure, with battlements and 
machicolations, has aiisen, which tecmves the 
name, and is the peculiar abode of its present 
royal Mistress. 

Turning the angle, we find the eastern front 
hardly less altered. Between Victoria Tower, 
and the Prince of Wales's Tower, there are two 
others, Clarcnct; iind Chester ; all completely dif- 
ferent from the old plan, which we have compared 
minutely with the new. This facade was disfigured 
by round windows, entirely out of keeping with 
the character of the edifice ; and these have now 
vanished, and are replaced by magnificent Gothic 
windows. The upper coping of the roofs are 
e mbattled ;and battlements also carried along the 
terrace. 

In the northern front, a lofty and handsome pile, 
called Brunswick Tower, serves to give effect to 
the perspective. In this &^e are Cornwall 

Tower, King George IV.'s Tower, and Queen 

Elizabeth's Gallery ; with two Norman towers, 
forming a gateway lutu the middle ward. These 
last were formerly surmounted by most unsightly 
domes, resembling inverted basons, which are now 
replaced by battlements, and the low gateway 
between, with which the bayonets of the soldiers 
used to come in collision, entirely reconstructed. 
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We must not conclude this survey of the external 
improvements, without remarking, that as you 
proceed through the Norman gateway into the mid- 
dle ward, you see before you, at a little distance 
commencing the lower ward, Winchester Tower, 
so called in honour of the fimous architect of 
Edward III., and now inhabited by the rebuilder of 
the castle. George IV. pressed upon the accept* 
ance of the latter some more convenient portion 
of the buildings for a domicile ; but Sir Jeffry 
preferred associating his name with that of his 
predecessor. This dirty and half-ruinous nook lie 
has converted, by the magic of his art, into one of 
its ornaments; while the interior is laid out in 
convenient, and even handsome rooms, fit for a 
£unily of respectability. 

The portion of the castle where the Round 
Tower stands is usually designated as the middle 
ward, although at present there is no barrier be- 
tween it and the lower. The lower ward, to which 
we shall hereafter more particularly refer, contains, 
besides several towers, the Chapel of St. George, 
the Royal Tomb-house, and the habitations of the 
disscrvants of the chapel, poor knights, &c. Here 
the external changes are few. 

The circumference of the castle, acc( l iins^ to 
Batty Langley^s plan, is four thousand one hundred 
and eighty feet, or nearly one mile ; and it is four- 
teen hundred and eighty feet long from east to 
west The superficial area within the walk is 
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twelve acres, two roods, and thirty poles. Mea- 
sured roughly wi<:h the compasses on Sir Jeffry's 
plan, the south, or principal front, is about thirteen 
hundred feet long, the north sixteen hundred feet, 
and the average breadth, from east to west, from 
fam to five hundred feet. 

This rapid survey may perhaps enable the reader, 
with the assistance of tlie plates, to form some idea 
of the castle in its external appearance ; but it will 
not be so easy a matter to irive even a general 
impression of the interior arrangement of an edifice 
which contains upwards of five hundred apartments 
in the upper ward alone. 

The principal approach is from the Home Park 
through a lofty gateway, flanked by the York and 
Lancaster towers, two noble structures, one hun- 
dred feet high, and crowned with projecting battle- 
ments. This gateway is in a line with the Long 
Walk, an avenue of fine elms ; and from the part 
of the avenue where the statue of George III. 
stands, a superb and somewhat peculiar view of the 
castle is obtained, as may be seen in the accompa- 
nying engraving. The gateway is one of the con- 
structions of George IV., and the first stone was 
laid by himself in person, on the I2th of August, 
1828, when the name of th * urdiitect was changed 
from Wyatt to Wyatville, in order, it is presumed, 
to distinguish him from his uncle» Mr. Wyatt, the 
less talented architect of George III. 

King Geoxge IV.'s Gateway conducts into the 
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Upper Ward, which Ib a hollow quadrangle, entered 
also through St. George's gate, at the south west, 
and the ancient Norman gateway at the west. The 
first of these entrances is sacred to the royal family, 
and the second to distinguished visitors. The public 
are not admitted into the quadrangle ; but from a 
pathway, enclosed, from St. George's Gateway 
alon^ the base of the Round Tower, they arc per- 
mitted to view it. The first floor of the eastern 
side of the quadrangle is occupied by the rooms 
appropriated to the royal family ; tho^e on the 
south are for the reception of distinguished visitors, 
and for the lodgings of the household ; and the 
state apartments, including St. George's Hall, the 
Waterloo Gallery, the Audience Room, the Pre- 
sence Chamber, the Throne Room, the Grand Stair- 
case, and others, are to the north. On the west 
the quadrangle is bounded only by the enclosure 
of the path we have mentioned. 

We now propose giving a brief sketch of these 
apartments, in the order in which they are shown 
to the public. 

Entering by a door under a gotliic porch, ad- 
joining to King John's tower, a staircase conducts 
the visitor to a small (>;ik' ii \i -tiljale; from which 
spot is seen a spleiidid portrait of Sir Jcffry Wyat- 
ville, the architect by whose happy talent this 
princely residence of the British monarchs has been 
made to surpass in grandeur and magnificimce all 
the other castellated buildings in £urope. 
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The Queen's Ball Room is a very splendid apart- 
ment. The original ceiling of this room was painted 
by Verrio, the fiivourite artist of Charles II., whose 
introduction to the task is thus described in Mr. 
Pyne's magnificent work on the Royal Residences.'* 

" The style of internal decoration in the man- 
sions of the great in England had been improving 
in grandeur during the two preceding reigns. Un< 
der the patronage of James I., a manufieurtory of 
tapestry had been established at Mortlake, con- 
ducted by Sir Francis Crane, from the looms of 
which the most superb hangings were ^Tought, iii 
iuiit;i tioii of th<^ designs of eminent painters. These 
supplied decorations for the apartments at Wiud- 
sor Castle, Hampton Court, Whitehall, St. James's, 
Nonsuch, Greenwich, and other royal seats, and at 
the mansions of the principal nobility. King 
James gave £2000 towards this establishment at 
Mortlake ; and Charles I., for a debt of £6000 due 
to Sir Frances Crane, granted him an annuity of 
£1000» and a further sum of JS2,000 annually, for 
ten years, for the advancement of his manufactory. 
To so gpreat a degree of excellence had this inge- 
nious art arrived, that the pictures of the first 
masters were copied with spirit and fidelity by the 
loom. Some of the subjects produced considerable 
sums ; Williams, Archbishop of York, paid to Sir 
Francis, £2^500 for the Four Seasons, and many 
other distinguished persons gave large prices for 
similar works. 
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" Charles II., appearing desirous to restore tin's 
manufactory, which had been suppressed by the 
commonwealth, invited over Verrio, a Neapolitan 
artist of exuberant fancy, to make designs for its 
looms : but the king, changing his mind, retained 
him to paint the ceiling and walla of his palace at 
Windsor; a most fortunate drcurostance for Verrio^ 
as he found in his royal master a kind and generous 
patron, who not only rewarded him liberally for his 
workS) but appointed him head-gardener at Wind- 
sor, and allowed him a house in the park. 

" Verrio was extravagant and imprudent ; he 
kept a splendid table, and was constantly in debt. 
After the death of the king, he met another liberal 
patron in the Earl of Exeter, by whom he was em- 
ployed at Burleigh for twelve years. In the neigh- 
bourhood of Stamford, his prodigality left him no 
good reputation, although the earl allowed him a 
handsome salary, provided him with a table, a 
coach, and several servants. He appears also to 
have been on very &miliar terms with his in- 
dulgent master, the king, with whom he presumed 
to be jocular, when he wanted money to support 
his extravagance. The king, on one occasion, in 
answer to his application, said, '* Why, Verrio, you 
received but lately an advance of a thousand 
pounds ; you spend more money than would keep 
my family." " True, Sire," answered Verrio ; 
** but docs vonr majesty keep an open tidile, as I 
do ?" On the same occasion, he had the eiiroutery 
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to say, " I am so short in cash that I am not able to 
pay my workmen ; and your majesty and I have 
leam«d by experience, that pedlars and painters 
cannot give credit long/'* 

** The good-natured frankness of the king led 
him to smile at these sallies from ingenious and 
eccentric men. The reign of Charles was the age 
for humorists, and Verrio was a man who per- 
petuated his private pique, without respect to per- 
sons, by making those who had given him offence 
to personate demons, or sensual characters, in the 
allegories which his proliiic pencil designed. At 
Chats Nvortli, where he was employed to paint the 
history of Mars and Venus, he borrowed the coun- 
tenaiice of a dean for Bacchus, bestriding a barrel ; 
w ith equal audacity he introduced a metropolitan 
bishop in a picture ; and Windsor Castle displays 
some similar instances of his rudeness and wit/* 

* Verrio had several a^istauts in these works, among whom was 
LouU Laguerrc, who is coupled with bis cmplojcr, in that unpropitious 
line of Pi^*— 

" Where sprawl the tainta of Vetrio and La^^erre.*' 

Venio oatEved bit Aenlliw for {Nunting, and teodvied a iMnakm of 
£200 a year, from ''tiio good Qucea Anno.*' Ho di«d at HaaBpton 

Court, In 1707. 

His ahle ronrljutor, Grinliiig Gibbuns, too, had the assistance of 
ingvoious ariisu tii Im dcpartnicnt; these were, Selden, a pupil othiS, 
wbo kMi bit life ai Fetwotth, in generanslj attempting to nva • 
curious carving of bia iniatei''i« wben tbat aeat waa on Sra. Watson* 
another disciple ; Dicnot, of Brussels ; and Laurens, of Mechlin : — all 
akilM eaneis. Qibboos died in Bow Street, Covent Qaidea, in 1721. 
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Grinling (iilihoii^, anotinT artist j>u2.st'S?ing ex- 
traordiuary tiilcnt in liis department, and the same 
who is praised so enthusiastically by Evelyn, was 
patronized by the king, and had a large share in 
the improTements at Windsor Castle. ** Much of 
the beauty and grandeure of the state apartementB 
is derived horn his onramental carvings in wood, 
which display a rich invention and exquisite skill 
in a profusion of groups of fish, foul, fruit, and 
flowers, and various other ornaments in the purest 
taste. The chapel of the castle abounds with his 
elegant works, and many carvings, serving as bor- 
dures to the pictures in tlie royal collection, the 
labour of his hand, possess ^ufFifient merit to excite 
the admiration of every connoisseur. ' Lord Orford, 
the hiof;rapher of Gibbons, elegantly expresses an 
opinion of his happy talent. The noble author 
says, "He gave to wood the loose and airy lightness 
of flowers, and chained tugetlier the various pro- 
ductions of the elements with the free disorder 
natural to each species." 

"Nearly the whole of the improvements that 
were designed by King Charles were completed 
under his direction ; some of the state apartements 
were hung with tapestry, and most were adorned 
with pictures and other rich furniture. Ko sove- 
reign, since the illustrious Edward III., had ex- 
pended so much n[)on the castle as Charles II., nor 
had any prince shown so great au attachment to 
the spot ; for here the social monarch spent his 
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summer montbs, surrounded by a court more dis- 
tinguished for levity and wit, than for those moral 
qualities, without which the charms of wit, aided 
by every external grace, can add nothing to the 
dignity of a throne/' 

In the ceiling of the Queen's Ball Room, Mars, 
attended by the principal heathen deities, was seen 
offering an olive-branch to Charles II. as the paci- 
ficator of the globe; Britain and Europe were 
represented in the characters of Perseus and An- 
dromeda, and round the cornice were tiie twelve 
signs of the Zodiac, and the four Seasons : but all 
this is now removed, and the roof presents only 
gilded pannelinfjs and ornaments. 

The effect of the ceiling harmonizes finely with 
the colour of the walls ; and the noble Gothic 
windows contribute to render this one of the most 
strilLing apartments in the palace. The walls were 
formerly hung with Bnissells tapestry; and two 
fine chandeliers, seen in the adjoining room, added 
to the splendour of the effect. These were made 
by a silversmith at Hanover, by the order of 
George I., who was so highly pleased with the 
execution, that he presented the maker with five 
bundled pounds. 

AmouG; the portraits wliirh adorn tlie walls, 
that of the Countess of Carlisle, in her cherry- 
coloured satin, is one of the most prominent. 
She stands by a marble fountain, from which 
a Cupid is pouring water into a bason, for 

o 
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the countess to wash her hands. Of this Iady» 
Graioger says, **She holds the next place to 
Sacharissa in the poems of Waller, and appeara 

there to much greater advantage than she does m 
the portraits of \ and) kr. It was nut so much the 
beaiitv of tliis celebrated lady, as tlie sprightliuess- 
of her wit, and the chami of her beliaviour, that 
rendered her an object of pfeneral admiration. But 
her greatest admirers couid not help seeing lier 
vanity and affectation ; tliough all were forced to ac- 
knowledge, that if ever these foibles were amiable, 
they were so in the Countess of Carlisle. In 1636, 
she became a dowager, Mr. Waller has addressed 
an elegant copy of verses to her in mourning, she 
died in 1660, and was buried near her iather at 
Pelworth." 

A whole length portrait of the Duchess of Rich- 
mond, daughter of the Duke of Buckingham, repre- 
sents a much handsomer womnn, but one whose 
distinction i» owing more to her Inisband's character 
than lu r own. The l)uk(! of Richmond was Lord 
Steward of the Househcjhl to Charlrs I., and High 
Admiral of Scotland ; and is remarkable as having 
exhibited undoubted tokens of tlic rarest virtue of a 
courtier — fidelity. The king, to whom he was nearly 
allied, sent him abroad for instruction ; and on 
his return, though still very young, made him a 
privy counsellor, and soon after married him to the 
daughter of his unworthy favourite, with a dowry 
of twenty thousand pounds. The duke was grate- 
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fill. He lent this very sum to his sovereign, wlien 
his evil days had arrived ; engaged his three bro- 
thers io tlie royal cause, in which they all perished ; 
offered himself to suffer in his master's stead ; and 
followed tho mutilated lemainfl of Charles to 
Windsor. 

The portrait of the Countess of Dorset also reeals 
to remembrance a devoted servant of Charles L 
Lord Clarendon says of the earl, that " his person 

was graceful and vigorous, his wit sparkling ; that 
lie had a very discerning >|)irit, and was a n\;m of 
an obliging nature, much honour and gciirnh^ity, 
and t'litire fidelity to the crown." As the Duke of 
Richmond is said to have died prematurely of grief 
for the lofis of his royal friend, so the Earl of 
Dorset never stirred out of his ]tnii^e in Salisbury 
Court, Fleet Street, after the king's death. 

The portrait of Madame de St. Croix is one of 
the best. She is ascending a step, with her head 
turned, so as to exhibit a very sweet and beautiful 
face. Her white satin gown, black robe, and 
jewelled ornaments, have a rich effect; but the 
picture is admired by connoisseiirs for its harmony 
of colouring, and the exquisite management of 
light and shade. 

Tlio })ortrait of Lady Anastasia Venetia Di^by is 
remarkable for its Itcautv, and is painted bv Van- 
dyke with more than usual carefulness. Walpole 
says, that Randolph's poems contain an eulogy and 
epitaph on Lady Venetia, in which her beauty is 

o2 
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highly spoken of. She died suddenly, being found 
dead in her Ijed ; and a raonunient of black mar- 
ble, with her bust iu gilded copper, was erected 
to her memory by her lin^^band, Sir Kfnelin, in 
Christ Church, without Newgate, but it was de- 
stroyed in the fire of London. 

The half-length ]>ortrait8 of Karew and Kille- 
grew, the former of whom belonged to the privy 
ehamber of Charles I., and the latter, who was 
page of honour to the same monarch, and after- 
wards gentleman of the bedchamber to Charles 11. 
Killegrcw was a wit and a jester, and as snch was 
a privileged person. One day he went Into his 
Majesty's chamber dressed like a pilgrim, and 
ioioniieci hiin, that being tired of the world, he 
was resolved to get out of it, and be tit k. Iiini- 
self to the lower regions. " For what purpuse?" 
demanded the king. "To implore his Satanic 
Majesty," replied Killegrew, " to send Oliver 
Cromwell to take charge of the English govern- 
ment, his successor being always employed in other 
matters." History does not say. that Charles de- 
rived any benefit from the lesson. Killegrew, not- 
withstanding the rivalship of his brother wit, 
Carew, married the lady Cecilia Crofts. He was 
made Master of the Revels by Charles 11., "an 
ancient office which conferred the privilege of 
granting licenses to all trumpeters, drummers, and 
fifers, within this realm, who, without his consent, 
cannot sound, beat, or play, at or to any upera. 
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play, dumb show, models, or rope dancing ; or to 
mountebanks, prize-players, or any other show, 
playsy or public exhibition or entertaioment what- 
soever, at or in any place within this kingdom," 
without incurring the penalty of fine or imprison* 
ment. The office of master of the revels was 
created in 1546, and later, was included in that 
of seijeant trumpeter. Killcgrew died in 1682, 
'* bewailed by his friends, and wept by the 
poor.*' 

The portraits of Henrietta Maria exhibit the 
great improvement in costume made by the taste 
of this age. The English court was in her time 
the most polished, and the most profligate in 
Europe. The retinue sent to Paris to escort her to 
h^new home is said to have been the most splendid 
ibat ever left England ; and the Duke of Bucking- 
ham, at its head, exhausted the luxury of the age 
to do honour to the occasion. His wardrobe in- 
cluded " seyen rich suits, embroidered and laced 
with silver, besides one rich white satin uncut vd* 
yet suit, set all over, hoth suit and cloak, with 
diamonds of the vahie of ciglity thousand pounds ; 
also a sword, girdle, hat-band, and spurs with 
diamoiuL ; another rich suit of purple satin em- 
broidered ail over with rich orient pearls, of the 
value of twenty thousand pounds. He was attended 
by twenty privy gentlemen, seven grooms of his 
chamber, thirty chief yeomen, and two master 
cooks; of his own servants for the household. 
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twenty-five second cooks, fourteen yeomen of the 
second ranks, seventeen grooms to them, forty^five 
labourers selleters belonging to the kitchen: twelve 
pages, three suits a-piece ; six huntsmen, two rich 
suits; twelve grooms, six riders, besides eight 
others to attend the stable. Three rich velvet 
coaches inside, without with gold lace all over; 
eight horses to each coach, and six coaches richly 
suited; twenty-two waterinon, suited in sky-coloured 
taffeta, all gilded, wah archers. Besides these, 
were one marquis, six earls, many gentlemen of 
distinguished rank, and twenty-four knights, all of 
whom had each six or seven footmen and as many 
pages. The whole train that went to FVance to 
attend the queen, amounted to nearly seven hun** 
dred persons." 

The portrait of Charles L represents the king 
mounted on a white horse, with his equerry on foot 
holding his Majesty's helmet The armour is much 
admired, and the horse wonderfully correct. The 
king's head has evidently been cut out, and after- 
wards replaced ; a cireumstance wliicli is accounted 
for by the supposition, that when the collection was 
announced for sale, iconic zealous lover of royalty 
adopted this niodt; of preserving the head of his 
sacred Majesty from desecration, and resxred it 
after the restoration. It a])pears to us, however, to 
he at least equally probable, that the decollation 
was perpetrated by the new masters of Windsor, 
either in triumph or derision. Lord Oxford con- 
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jectured, probably from the seam, that this picture 
was not Vandyke's at all. 

The pictare of Charles I. and his &TDily is one 
of the most celehrated of Vandyke^s productions ; 
*'the grouping of the figures being simple and 
unaffected, the likenesses faithful, the dresses ele* 
gantly desiii^ned, the colouring harmonious, and the 
execution happily uniting the most spiiited pencil- 
ling with the highest finish." 



CHAPTER X7IL 



The Queen'* Drawing Room^^Jaeeii't Ooael— -Dulte «f Hamnton— 

King's Closet — The blacksmith painter — Anecdote of ill* princess 

Charlotte — Eiiipcror Cli;ir1cs V. — S(rcii\v\ rk's j>ri<on spcne — King'* 

CouacU Room — Duke of M«rlborouglt — Luilict — Priuce Uupctt. 

Thb Queen's Draving-room bas a ceiling of 
BtUGCo, richly embellished with margins of oak 
and palm entwined ; In the centre a large octagon 
panel surrounded with the oak, shamrock, rose, 
and thistle. In the centre of the cove are richly 
emblazoned shields, containing the arms of England 
and Saxe Meiningcn, surmounted with the royal 
crown. Other shields at the end of the room con- 
tain tlie initials W.R. and A. 11. The paintings in 
this room are all by Zucarelli, and consist of the 
Meeting of Isaac and Rebecca, the I'iudin^ of 
Moses, Jacob watering the Flock, and eleven Italian 
landscapes, all of large dimensions, and all forming 
6ne specimens of the artist. The Finding of Moses 
was painted by Zucarelli in the inner room of the 
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old Kojral Academy, granted for his use on the 
occasion. The subject was chosen by the artist 
himself, with the king's permission ; but the Meet« 
ii^ of Isaac and Rebecca is superior in composition, 
and was the foondation of the artisfs fortune in 
England. 

The latter picture, and all ZucareHTs landscape 
and architectural pieces in the royal collection, with 

the exception of the Finding of Moses, were painted 

for ;i private individual, Mr. Smith, the British 
consul at Venice, who was a most luuuiticeut patron 
of th{' art?i. 

The Queen's Closet is a small oblong room, witli 
the ceiling enriched with festoons of fruit and 
flowers. Medallions in the cove contain the words, 
"Adelaide Regina, 1836," surmounted by the royal 
crown. Two large glasses, with silver frames, silver 
tables and chandeliers, small gilded chairs with 
hangings of light blue silk, give an air at once of 
sumptuousness and elegance to the room; which 
is adorned besides by numerous valuable pictures. 

Among these is a fine half length by Hanncman 
of the Duke of Hamilton, master of the horse to 
Charles I.; and he the rather ittjuires to be men- 
tioned here, that he was imprisoned at Windsor, 
after the king's death, together with the Earl of 
Holland and Lord CapeL Their imprisonment, 
however, was brief. They were removed to the 
house of Sir Thomas Cotton at Westminster Hall, 
where they remained till their ezecutioii. On the 
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scaffold, the duke complained of the injustice that 
Ma? (lone him, and that he was put to death for 
obeying the laws of his country ; which if he had 
not done, he must have been put to death." " He 
acknowledged the obligation he had to the king," 
says Lord Clarendon, " and seemed not sorry for 
the gi-atitude he had expressed, how dear soever it 
cost him." The brother and successor of this 
nobleman was also a martjT to the cause of royalty, 
although he had at first taken a part a^uiiist 
Cliarles. He was mortally wounded at the Hqrht 
at Worcester, and died the next day ; expressing 
pleasure, as Clarendon tells us, " that he had the ' 
honour to lose his life in his Majesty's service, and 
thereby wipe out tlio m^ory of his former trans- 
gressions, which he always professed were odious 
to himself." 

The portraits of the Duke of Norfolk and Edward 
VL, by Holbein, are fine specimens. The duke 
was the father of the renowned Earl of Savoy, and 
;ip]H"ared destined to suffer the fete of his son ; but 

the night before his intended execution, tlie un- 
grateful tyrant died. Edward VI., the founder of 
Chrisst's Hospital, bore no resemblance in character 
to his father. He was crowned kiug iu his tenth 
year, and died in his sixteenth 

The Kiiiu's Closet was enlargeo by George III., 
and the legend of St. George and the Dragon sub- 
stituted on the ceiling for the story of Jupiter and 
Leda. The latter, also, is now removed ; and the 



Digitized by Google 



LEOSND OP THE KUBRS. 



203 



Star of tlic Garter appears in the centre, with other 
gilded ornaments rotind the roof, and the lettere 
W' . R. This room is rich in pictures by the most 
celebrated masters. 

Every body knows the legend attached to one of 
these, the Misers, by Matsys ; how Matsys was a 
blacksmith at Antwerp, and how he loved the 
daughter of an artist, and how the latter declared, 
in the pride and poetry of the pencil, that none but 
a painter should marry his daughter, and how the 
poor blacksmitli, patting his trust in all-holy Love, 
and ujiheld l)y his own deep laiih, sat down to 
paiut, and liow he at length produced this picture 
of the Misers, which won the hand of his nn>tre«s, 
as well as name and fortune. This is no fubulutis 
legend. Its truth is attested by a document, which, 
though it cannot be depended on where the charac- 
ters of men arc concerned, would not lie for the 
sake of deifying human love — an epitaph. It is 
inscribed on the monument of Matsys in the cathe- 
dral of Antwerp — Connubialis amor de muliebre 
fecit Apellem." 

An anecdote, however, of this picture, connected 
with the late princess Charlotte, is less known. A 
gentleman made a very elaborate drawing from it, 
and was introduced to the princess at Warwick 
House, for the purpose of exhibiting his copy of 
the picture at \\ indsor. Her Hoyal Highness had 
seen the original only once in lier lite, and that was 
eight years before ; but she told the copyist at ouce 
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that he had made a mistake in the coloQiing — ^that 
one of the misers was represented in the colour 
worn by the other. This criticism, strange to say, 
turned out to be correct; the gentleman having 

coloured his piece from memory. 

The portrait of the Emperor Chai ks V. is a copy 
from Titian. Tliis prince, when at Windsor, had 
some thoughts of marrying the lady Mary, a 
daughter of Henry VIII. ; but he changed his mind, 
and subsequently allied himself with the crown 
of PortugiU. In 1588, he retired from his throne to 
a monastery ; where such marks of his masculine 
tinderstanding as were left by disease sunk and 
disappeared in the monkish gloom. He resolved 
to celebrate his own obsequies before his death. 
He ordered his tomb to be erected in the chapel of 
the monastery. His domestics marched thither in 
iiineial procession, with black tapers in their hands. 
He himself followed in his sliroud. lie was laid in 
his coffin with much solemnity. The service for 
the dead was chanted, and Charles joined in the 
prayers which were offered up for the rest of his 
soul, mingling his tears with those which his 
attendants shed» as if they bad been celebrating a 
real funeral. The ceremony closed with sprinkling 
holy water on the coffin in the usual form ; and all 
the attendants retiring, the doors of the chapel were 
shut. Then Charles rose out of the coffin, and 
withdrew to his apartment, full of those awfiil sen- 
timents which such a singular solemnity was calcu- 
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lated to inspire." Dr. Robertson considered that 
his death was occasioned by the ceremony — '<an 
act as wild and uncommon as any that superstition 
ever suggested to a weak and disordered fancy.'* 

The sketch of the Supper by Rubens, though full 
of spirit, is chiefly remarkable by an odd anachro- 
nisni. An old man, with a reverend beard, is 
looking on at the scene ihrougfh a pair of ftpectacles, 
which he is carefully Iioldiug upon his nose with 
his left hand. A Iol^ gnawing a bone in tlie fore- 
ground is as much out of keeping with the elevated 
character of the piece as the spectacles are out of 
time. 

The Prison Scene by Steenwyck (St. Peter de- 
livered from prison) is injured, also, by the anach- 
ronism of a pack of cards lying upon the ground, 
and the appearance of modem mu$keU among the 
Roman implements of war. It is, notwithstanding, 
a fine composition. The angel is leading the 
apostle from his cell, while the guards are lying 
asleep in diflcrent parts of the prison. Tiie mas- 
sive chamber, stair-case, and vaulted roofs, with 
the dull dungeon-light, whicli half brinc^s tlieni 
out, and half leaves them in gloom, atl'ord a 
favourable specimen of the peculiarities of the 
artist's genius. 

The King's Council Room is a magnificent apart^ 
ment,both insizeand decoration. The old ceiling was 
byVerrio, and represented Charles II. in his robes of 
state, sitting upon a throne, receiving the offerings 
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of the four quarters of the g\ohe ; a canopy over 
his head, supported hy Xeptinie, Jupiter, and Time, 
and the Genius of Franco p:iyin<r lioinauc to the 
British monarch. All this, liowtver, lias disap- 
peared; the cross of the (iartcr, and the letters 
C. R. 1C60, being now the principal ornaments. 

Among the numerous paintings is the portrait of 
a great man, who from a court page became one of 
the most distinguished of the English generals. He 
was employed by Charles II., James II., William 
III., and Queen Anne, and became the favourite of 
George I. He was created an earl by King Wil- 
liam, a duke by Queen Anne, and the palace of 
Blenheim was erected for his abode at the expense 
of the nation. He died at \\ indsor Lodge, in 17i*'2. 

A portrait by Holbein, of the miner's son who 
became the great champion of the Reformation, 
claims moral kindred with the above. Luther, 
when a young man, was walking with another, 
when a flash of lightning struck his rnmpnnion 
dead. This was the origin of the religious bent 
of his mind. Henry VIII. wrote a treatise against 
his opinions, of which the Pope said, '*If those 
whom the king addressed had been men, instead of 
the worst of devils, they must have been converted !" 

A portrait of Prince Rupert, who endeavoured 
in vain to deliver Windsor from the parliament, is 
a well painted picture hy llonthorst. Rupert was 
something more than a .«oldier, or a prince, as is 
related by Mr. Pyne, in the following paragraph. 
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" Soon after the commencement of the civil war, 
Prince Rupert came from Holland, and offered his 
services to his uncle, Charles I. The military ex- 
ploits of this prince in the royal cause proved him a 
hero, hut his want of discretion prevented him from 
' acquiring the reputation of a good general. His 
unaccountable surrender of the city of Bristol to 
Fairfax gave King Charles so much displeasure, 
that lie deprived Iniii of his appointments, and dis- 
inissL'd him from his presence. He oljtaiiKMl the 
favour of Charles H., by whom he was employed, 
and acquired great glory by his valour in several 
naval actions. His reputation was not derived 
alone from Iiis intrepidity in war ; he was an ex* 
cellent chemist, a good mechanic, and was compli- 
mented hy foreign artists for his skill in painting. 
The discovery of the art of engraving in mezzotinto 
is ascribed to him, the hint for which he is said to 
have taken from perceiving a soldier scraping a 
rusty fu»l. Wallerant Yaillant, a ])ainter, whom he 
maintained, assisted him in his experiments, and 
the prince executed the first engraving iu this new 
art. Many of his latter years were passed in 
Windsor Castle, of which he was governor; and 
here lie etn ployed himself in the prosecution of 
chemical and philosophical experiments. He was 
a member of the Royal Society, and received the 
thanks of that scientific body for his valuable com- 
munications in natural philosophy. The prince died 
at his house in Spring Gardens, November29. 1682.'* 
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King's Drawing-room — Pictures hy Rubens — The Vestibule — Battle 
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The ceiling of the Kings's Drawing-room is in 
separate panels, the centre embellished with a star 

and oaken wreath, and a handsome border running 
round the room, composed of the rose, thistle, and 
shamrock. The cove has nnrnerous circles on- 
twined with j)alm, laurel, and oak ; in the centre 
of whicli the letters g. r., with tlie royal arms are 
heightened with gold. The paintings are — 

The pictures are all by Rubens, and most of them 
are well known. I'he portrait of the Duke Albert 
of Saxony is admired for the magical effect of the 
light felling obliquely on the horse and rider; 
which, uninterrupted by the level landscape in the 
distance^ stand in relief against the sky. 
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At the grand entry of Prince Ferdinand into 
Antwerp, in 1635, sever&l triumphal arches were 
erected, and ornamented with allegorical paintingB, 
intended to illoatrate the victories of the prince. 
These, of course, mnat have been executed hastily, 
to suit the temporary occasion ; but one of them, 
notwitlistanding:, the Battle of Nordlino^en, by Ru- 
bens, is in this room, and challenges atiuiiration by 
its coinpoj^if ion and colouring;. Tiie prince, and 
the King: of Hungary are represented on horseback, 
on a lu ight, cheering on their troops to victory over 
the Swedes. 

The Vestibule is ornamented with the star and 
oaken wreath richly gilded, and the walls of 
poHsbed wainscot are hung with the masterpieces 
of West 

A bust of Queen Philippa stands on the project- 
ing fire-place, in an angle of the room ; and one of 
her husband Edward III., on a corresponding abut- 
ment in the opposite angle. 

Of the battles represented on the walls, that of 
Poictiers is unquestionably the most honourable to 
the English arms. It was this extmordinary day — 
when sixty thousand men were defeated by twelve 
thousand t — ^which gave the chivalrous King John 
of France to his prison-pakoe of Windsor. The 
picture contains authentic portraits of the meet dis- 
tinguished combatants^ and the armorial bearings 
are all carefully distinguished. 

The Surrender of Calais, and the Battle of Ne- 



210 



WINDSOR CA8TI.B. 



ville*s Cross, are both honourable Tnemorials of 
Queen Philippa, the wife of Edward of Windsor. 
In the former she is mounted on a white charger, 
commanding the troops in the absence of her hus- 
band, and animating them to a battle which ended 
in the defeat end capture of the gallant King David 
of Scotland. In the latter, she is no longer a 
warrior-queen, but a gentle, generous woman, com- 
manding by entreaties and expostalations^ and 
triumphing in her very weakness. 

The Throne Room is a very splendid apartment, 
with a highly decorated ceiling, the centre com- 
posed of circles of the Garter, connected by me- 
dal lions of St. George and the Dragon, embossed 
in gold and silver. 

There is here a piece by West, which is perhaps 
the most important picture existing illustrative of 
English history. The scene is the interior of St. 
George's Chapel, at Windsor, when the bishops of 
Winchester and Salisbury are performing high 
mass, with Edward IIL, Philippe, and the knights 
kneeling round the altar. In the gallery are the 
royal children, the captiye King of Scots, the 
Bishop of St. Andrew's, and some French prison- 
ers. The spectators include a galaxy of female 
beauty, in conformity with the pen-and-ink picture 
of Froissart. Many of the figures are portraits, 
such as Edward III., Philippa, the iilack Prince, 
the King of Scots, the beautiful Countess of Kil- 
dare, and all the toyal children. 
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This room leads into the Ball Room, which again 
communicates, by two other doors, with St. 
GecMTge's HaU, and the Waterloo Gallery ; the four 
apartments presenting collectively a scene of mag- 
nificence which is probably unrivalled in Europe. 
The Ball Room is ninety feet long, thirty-four 
broad, and thirty-three high ; the Waterloo Gal- 
lery, ninety-eight feet long, forty-seven feet l)ro.id, 
and forty-five feet high ; St. George's Hail, two 
hnndred f • < t long, thirty-four feet broad, and 
thirty feet high. 

The ball room is superbly adorned with mirrors, 
and the walls hung witli tapestry, representing the 
legend of Jason and the Golden Fleece. The 
walls and roof are idmost a mass of gilding ; but 
In such delicate designs that no idea of tawdri- 
ness or overloading is conveyed. On the north 
is a grand Gothic window, commanding a fine 
view. 

The Waterloo Gallery is so well described in the 
annexed engraving, that, we need do little more 
than call the reader's attention to it. We must 
s;iv, however, that it is a pity the talented artist did 
not omit the chandeliers, which, although shown 
to the greatest possible advantage in the plate, are 
a positive disfigurement to the room. They are 
tawdry, Vauzhall afiairs, bimg up as monuments of 
the bad taste of William IV., who was far from 
sharing either in the vices or accomplishments of 
his predecessor. We understand that their removal 

p 2 
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is now only deferred by the Queen's not knowing 
where to put them. 
This apartment is also called the Waterloo 

Chamber; but the word gallery is more appro- 
pi iate, iiiasiiiui h as it is in fact a gallery of portraits 
of the persons who were connected either in an 
immediate or accessory mauuer with the battle of 
Waterloo. 

St. Gieorge's Hall has been greatly changed in 
appearance, and probably greatly improved, by the 
removal of Verrio's ceiling, containing an allegori- 
cal pan^ric on Charles II. The new ceiling is 
in the Gothic style, from a design by Sir Jeffry 
Wyatville ; in fomi, it is a flat Gothic arcli, and 
the ribs, or moulding which divide its compart- 
ments, spring from corbels on the walls. The 
entire ceiling is divided into fifteen bays, each of 
which is subdivided into twenty-four smaller ones, 
and these contain each two shields, emblazoned 
with the armorial bearings of all the Knights of the 
Garter, from the institution of the order down to 
the present time. On the corbels are represented 
knights in complete armour, with the shields of the 
first twenty-six Knights of the Garter; the two 
at the eastern end being Edward 111. and the Black 
Prince. 

On the southern side of this majestic hall are 
thirteen lofty Gothic windows, and in the opposite 
wall corresponding recesses* containing portraits of 
the last twelve sovereigns of England — ^James I., 
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Charles I., CharleB II., James IL, Mary, William 
III., Anne, George L, George IL, George III., 
George IV., and William IV. A view of the Hall 
in its present state will be found at page 88 of 
this volume. 

The Ciuard Chamber, the same we believe that 
was formerly called the King's Guard Chamber, is 
now completely altered. The length n seventy- 
eifrlit feet, the breadth thirty-one, and the heio-ht 
thirty-one. The most striking object as you enter, 
is a bronze bust of Lord Nelson, on a pedestal com- 
posed of a portion of the mast of the Victory, with 
the British flags drooping over it. On either side 
are busts of Marlborough and Wellington. Figures 
in antique armour are placed in recesses, repre- 
senting Charles I. when prince of Wales, Henry 
Prince of Wales, Lord Howard, the Dnke of Bruns- 
wick, the Earl of Essex, and Prince Rupert. 
Under a glass dome is a silver tarf^et, iulaid with 
gold, presented to Henry VIII. by Francis I. on the 
Field of the Cloth of Gold. 

When Queen Anne was sitting in iier closet, 
which commanded a fine view over the northern 
tenace of tlie castle, she received the news of the 
victory of Blenheim ; and for several years in that 
closet was deposited the banner of France — a flag 
of white sarsnet, embroidered with three fleurs de 
lis. It was afterwards kept in the Queen's Presence 
Chamber, on an elegant buhl table ; but it now hangs 
over the bust of the hero in the Guard Chamber. 
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The Duke of Wellington's tri-colour hano^s in like 
manner over his bust ; and the estates of Blenheim 
and Strathfieldsaye are held upon the tenure of 
these banneis being piesented eveiy year at Wind- 
sor Castle— the former od the second of Augrust, 
before twelve o'clock, and the latter on the eigh- 
t^th of June. 

The Armoury, or Guard Chamber," says Mr. 
Pyne, " constituted a most important feature in the 
economy of tlu; ancient baronial castle, and had its 
srpanite esUiblishmcnt. The arms of the Anglo- 
Normans and Eiigli-li, lictween the eleventh and 
thirtt'onth centuries, were cliiefly swords, daggers, 
bows and arrows, to which Richard Cceur de Lion 
is supposed to have added the crossbow, a missile 
that would discharge an arrow with effect upwards 
of two hnndred and twenty yards ; and battle axes* 
which they derived from ^e Saxons. Of the more 
powerful military engines then in use, were the 
scorpion or large stationary crossbow, the onegar or 
wildass, the balista, catapult, trebuchet, and the 
beughe or bible; these possessed great power In 
projectiug large masses of stones ; tlic bricolle, 
which discharged large licavy darts with square 
heads, the })etrarie, uiitl Tuaiigoral, an engine of 
such vast power, tliat one of our elironielers men- 
tions a prisoner being projected from one (»ver the 
wall of a lofty castle by the besiegers; the war- 
wolf, which was anciently a frame formed of heavy 
beams^ to destroy assailants at a gate, by felling on 



Digitized by Gopgle 



ANCIBNT BNOINM OF WAR. 



215 



them in the manner of poiteullis, and towards 
modem times the same name was applied to an 
instmment for throwing stones; the engine d vergetf 
which, says an old French author, had the honour 
of being employed in company with bombardaa — 
cannon ; the espriDgal, which threw darts that had 
brass plates instead of feathers, to render their 
flight steady : besides these, were the gattus or cat- 
house, the belfry, and sow, which were covered 
machines, used to protect Boldiers in their attacks 
upon the gates or walls of the castles of their 
enemies. 

" The invention of gunpowder, which began to 
be much used about the middle of the fourteenth 
century, caused some change in the system of war, 
and in the construction of military weapons, both 
missile and defensive: yet vast moveable towers 
remained in use. Froissart relates, that the English 
used a machine of this kind, which contained one 
hundred knights, and as many archers ; it was 
covered witli boiled Icatbci to prevent fire , and 
being on wheels, when the ditch was filled in, w;i8 
rolled close to the walls of a fortress, by which 
means the place was taken. 

'* The Greek wildfire was occasionally used long 
after the discovery of gunpowder, which it is sup- 
posed was ill manufactured, and made but in small 
quantities, until custom had brought it into general 
use. Edward the Black Pruice is said to have set 
fire to Removentine by .Greek fire. The best can- 
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non then in use were awkwiirdly cast, and wider at 
the moutli than at the chamber. At the siege of 
Calais, * gunners and artillers ' appear in the list 
of the English, encamped before that place in 1347. 

"In the military reign of Edward IIL, the 
fonnittg and diwrioiinating of the various ranks of 
soldiers were much improved. The men at arms, 
or lancers, constituted the main strength of the 
amiy ; these were * encased like lobsters,' the very 
joints of their armour being defended by iron 
plates ; to despatch a fallen man at arms was tlic 
work of several soldiers. Archers were armed 
round the body, but their limbs were at liberty; 
they wore a brigandine, or jacket of leather, or of 
linen plated over with pieces of steel; the crossbow 
men were guarded in a similar way. 

"The art of raising or depressing cannon was 
long unknown; eome of those in early use were 
bulky, and not easily managed. One piece of 
ordnance, fired from the Bastile in 1748, dis* 
charged a ball that weighed five hundred pounds. 
A very small piece of artillery, the culverin, used 
in the fifteenth century, was carried by two men, 
and jdaced on a rest to be discharged ; this instru- 
ment was parent of the musket, and other small 
arms, many specimens of which form the princijMil 
onmnuMit of the King's Guard Chamber." 

The Queen's Presence Chamber is forty-nine feet, 
three inches long, by twenty-three feet six inches. 
The ceiling is one of Verrio's Batteries, representiBg 



AUOIBKCB CHAHBEIL 



217 



Queen Catherine attended by the cardinal virtues, 
with Fame sounding her trumpet, and Justine 
driving away Sedition, Envy, and Discord. Tlie 
walls are decorated with specimens of the Gobelin 
tapestry, and with portraits of the Duchess of 
Orleans, youngest daughter of Charles I., and two 
princesses of Brunswick, the latter supposed by 
some to be the work of My tens, a coulempurary of 
Vandyke. 

In the Queen's Audience Chamber, Verno has 
represented Catherine again, in the character of 
Britannia, drawn by swans in a triumphal car 
towards the temple of Virtue, and attended by 
Pomona, Flora, and other goddesses. The tapestry 
18 a continuation of that of the last room. The 
few pictures are chiefly by Hontfaeist, who had the 
honour of teaching painting to the sisters of Charles 
1. ; two of whom, the Princess Sophia, and the 
Abbess of Maubuisson, attained to considerable 
practical knowledge of the art. 



CHAPTER XDL 



Ei^lUh nbUe— T«nB nMagnki fif Che palace— Orand Vestibule 
and Staircase— DmiD>r-KXKu — Stupeadoiw tioy-*Wilionni Iflwify 
OoAd Cwato Sir Jeffiy Wyvtville. 

Such is the upper ward of the castle, so fiu* as 
it is known to the public ; but it is in this ward, 
also, where royalty enshrines itselff and where the 

family of the sovereign and their distinguished 
guests enjoy the pleasures aiiii becluaion of private 
life. Such retreats are iu Euglaud hiddcu from 
the public eye. Like the princess of Spain, who 
had no legs, our Queen, according to the customs 
of the country, must have no home that her people 
know anything about. This is not the case in 
more civilized nations ; we mean, in nations more 
civilized in the general charities of life. In Paris, 
in the heart of a mighty city — and a city, too^ 
which seems in a condition of chronic insurrection 
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— the Btate apartments of the Tmlleiies may always 
be seen ; and in the absence of the royal family, 
their private apartments are thrown open to the 
gaze oi tlie people. 

That the introduction of such customs into 
England would at first be attended by mconveni- 
euce, we do not deny; but this inconvenience 
being the result of the present system of exclusive* 
ness, onght to be patiently endured. For instance, 
when it was attempted, in the time of William IV., 
to throw open the garden of the castle to the 
public, the visitors climbed up to peep into the 
private apartments. This was a very natural curi- 
osity ; and the rational cure for the inconvenience 
would iiave been to aMbrd them a more legitimate 
mode of satisfying it. But no such thing was ever 
thought of : the gardens were immediately closed 
against the " rabble and, as a matter of course, 
the people remain the labUe to this di^. 

When Sir Jeffry Wyatville constructed the path 
along the base of ^e Round Tower, whence a com- 
plete view of the interior of the Quadrangle is 
obtained, George IV. was indignant at the idea of 
several feet hcing cut oft from his own peculiar 
domain, merely to accommodate the public. Sir 
JefTrj, however, was firm ; and the monarch ad- 
mitted afterwards that the thing did no harm. 

The feeling, however, which influenced William 
IV. in closing his gardens, and that which would 
have impelled George IV. to block himself up in 
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his Quadrangle, must not be supposed to form a 
part of the moral nature of royalty. It is a na- 
tional — an English feeling.; it pervades all ranka 
of society ; it is as strong in the little country 
gentleman, whose mansion hossts a few good pic- 
tures, as in the owner of a palace ; and, until it be 
wholly subdued and rooted out, this country, not- 
withstandinof her iiiaiiufactories and commerce, 
must coDtiiiue to liold a subordinate rank among 
the nations of Europe in the scale of civilization. 

It is now our duty to give our readers a glimpse 
of the terra incognita of the palace, to which they 
can only be admitted by an order from the Lord 
Chamberlain, and to which they cannot be ad- 
mitted at all during the residence of Majesty. For 
our own part, we enjoyed the high privilege of 
visiting the private apartments at a time when the 
court, together with the King and Queen of the 
Belq:ians, were actually there. In the drawing- 
room and ball-room, some slight disorder still re- 
mained to tell of the social enjoyments of the 
preceding evening ; while in other rooms, prepa* 
rations already making for break&st seemed to say 
that 

" Nigbt «a8 ftt oddt with momii^ whioh wm wbidi/* 

This is the only time when the palace can be seen 
to advantage by tliose who do not form' part of the 
royal circle. During the Queen's absence the 
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furniture is covered, and the rooms look lifeless 
and solitaiy. 

The Older in which these apartments are seen 
will of course depend upon the way you enter; 
but this is of little consequence, as it is impossible 
Ibr us to do more than mention the principal 
objects to which attention should be directed. For 
the sake, however, of preservinq: some kind of 
method, we shall commence with the state entrance, 
facing the gateway of George IV. 

We were quite unprepared for the magnificence 
of the vestibule and staircase. You fancy for a 
moment that you are entering some majestic tem- 
ple; and in the vestibule, more especially, this 
illusion prevaik, where the double ranges of co- 
lumns are seen by a dim, religious light." The 
deficiency in daylight, however, is artfully corrected 
to some extent by an immense mirror, in the form 
of a door, which borrows and reflects the stream 
that rushes down the noble staircase. In passing 
through the vestibule, the idea occurred to us, that 
Windsor Castle would make a noble ruin ! 

Instead of ascending the stairs, we keep along 
the ground floor by a convenient passage, which 
conducts to the kitchen, the confectionary room, 
and the other offices requisite to minister to the 
lozuiy of a palace. Among these will be observed 
a room dedicated to the sole purpose of making 
coffee. The confectioner has a very large and lofty 
apartment for his agreeable avocation ; and the 
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mmistenng spirits of the place (female of course) 
have a delicacy of appearance not to be found in 
the kitchen. The grand kitchen is well worth in- 
spection. In its general aspect, and more especially 
in the lofty roof, it is supposed to have undeigone 
comparatiTelj little alteration since the time of 
Edward III. The immense fire places, however, 
are now filled with the stoves of modem cookery ; 
witli t)ie exception of one to the rip-lit as you enter, 
which could coiivt niently roast an ox \vhole. 

From the kitclien to the dining-room, the space 
is not greater than in a private gentleman's house ; 
and this reminds us of the extreme care with which 
comfort and convenience are studied throughout 
the whole of the building. Nothing is sacrificed 
to effect ; and yet effect was never more socoess* 
iully produced. Here are no eyesores^no dirt- 
no littlenesses— nothing to offend the senses. The 
plate-room is on this story, and contains a mass of 
table implements valued at three hundred thousand 
pounds. 

On ascending the staircase, and nfrer passing 
into a room in the Octagon, or Brunswick Tower, 
the walls of which are of oak, and the window 
commanding the whole interior of the quadrangle* 
we enter the Dining Boom. This magnificent 
apartment is lar mora imposing in its effect than 
the state diningp-room. Vast mirrors are embedded 
in what might seem to be walls of sculptured 
gold. A vase of gilded silver stands upon a table. 
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md is of such enormous size, that half a dozm 
men are required to remove it This was a toy of 
George IV. ; but has nothing, except its richness 
and vastnesa, worth the interest of the money so 
capriciously funded. The famiture of the room 
corresponds in other respects with its general cha- 
racter of the splendid and iraposin<T. From the 
windowB a view of the country is obtained to the 
north and east, of great beauty and variety. 

The next apartment is a large saloon, occasionally 
used for dancing. Elegance would be the prevail- 
ing characteristic of this room ; but its great size 
makes it something more than elegant. A deeply 
embayed window of square Gothic, commands the 
same magnificent view seen firom all this suite. 
The furniture is not amply of the most costly — ^for 
that might be expected — ^but also of the most con- 
venient and luxurious description. A project is 
talked of for having a gallery erected at the lower 
end of the room for the music ; but Sir Jeffry, we 
believe, thinks it |iossible to open some communi- 
cation with the concert-room, which would prevent 
what would no doubt tend to disfigure a very 
splendid apartment 

The next room, called the Chester Drawing- 
room, is smaller, but in the same s^le; and beyond 
this is a long Breai6st*room. Below those apart- 
ments is the private garden we have mentioned, a 
parterre, four hundred feet square, laid out in 
formal walks, with vases and statues, intermixed 



224 



WINDSOR CAflTLB. 



with beds of flowers. Tliis is bounded by a broad 
terrace walk, under Nvliicli an oningery extends to 
the length of two huudred and iiity feet, the front 
of which forms a long series of arches. 

From the Break&st-foom we have mentioiied to 
the extreme end of the fe^e, formed by Victoria 
tower, there is a multitude of apartments which it 
is not possible to particularize. These are occupied 
by the ladies and officers of the household. In the 
tower itself, the queen is enshrined, in a < ommo- 
dious siltiiig-room and sleepintr-room. In the same 
angle of the building is her Majesty's entrance and 
staircase 

We must now, in order to dispose of what we 
must call the public private apartments, carry back 
the reader to the extreme Norman tower, which he 
may remember forms the northern termination of 
the Upper Ward. Here commences a series of 
apartments, all thrown into one, and including 
Queen ElizabetVs Gallery, which is now ont ^ rcat 
and splendid library. It is fitted up in the Gothic 
taste, and is perhaps less clumped than most other 
parts of the building ; but what will strike the 
student most, are the embayed windows, and shady 
recesses, where he may fancy himself in a hermit* 
age. This is no formal hall, or series of halls, as 
most large libraries are, where the walls of Ixwks 
meet and diverge at rig^t angles. On one side, 
indeed, which continues the external line of the 
castle, the wall is nearly straight; but on the other, 
the students, unless the number be too great, may 
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BO dispose themselTesy as Deither to see nor hear 
each other. 

Bttt now comes a question as to how those apart- 
ments we have described, and those we have left to 

imagination, are approached ? Do they enter into 
one another I or are there a scries of passages, each 
of which conducts to its series of rooms ? The 
way in wliich this afl'air is managed is, in our 
Opinion, the g^eat triumph of the architect. For- 
merly, the means of communication with the 
various apartments were extremely limited; and 
a bold and grand idea su^ested itself to Sir 
Jeilry Wyatville» of a corridor which, to include 
the mall, should sweep round two angles of the 
quadrangle, and wliicli sliould in itself form one vast 
apartment, superior to all the others in decoration. 

George iX. was not slow in j)ereeiving the ad- 
vantage of the plan ; but he was afraid of encroacli- 
ing upon the quadrangle. In vain Sir JeHVy 
promised to make the quadrangle appear all the 
larger for the diminution I It would not do ; and 
be was obliged to affect resignation to the limits 
prescribed to him, while at the same time he stole 
his wall out into the quadrangle to a greater extent 
even than that which had been refused by the 
king- George was delighted with the corridor, 
which he believed to have been laid out according 
to his plan; and he probably piqued himself on 
the superiority of his judgment, since the quad- 
rangle actually looked larger than before 1 When 
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all was confessed, he was puzzled to know in what 
way this UluBioxi could take place; and he was 
answered that, beddes more abstruse architectural 
reasons, the green which had formed the floor of the 
quadrangle, with a broad walk round it, had made 
the area look less, on the same principle that a 
room with too small a carpet appears to be of the 
same size as the carpet; and that the renioval of 
the green, and assimiilation of the whole surface, 
had restored to the area in appearance its real 
dimensions. The area of the quadrangle was at 
the same time deepened by six feet ; and the statue 
of Charles II., which stood in the centre, was re- 
moved to the side next the Round Tower. 

The Corridor commences at St. George's Hall» 
and terminates at the tower of Edward III., a 
distance of five hundred and sixty feet. During 
the whole of this immense length, it is the breadth 
of a good-eized room, and is furnished with chairs, 
tables, sofas, benches, cabinets, pictures, busts, 
statues, and ornaments of every possible description 
in such profusion, as to defy any attempt at a cata- 
logue, except in a work devoted to the purpose. 
You cannot see the corridor in an hour, or a day. 
It will take at least a week before you can obtain 
any thing like a suitable idea of its contents. In 
wet weather this forms a promenade for the court, 
and from the loftiness of its highly ornamented 
ceiling, and its numerous windows, it must form an 
admirable substitute for the terrace. 

From this noble passage, doors open into the 
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-various suites of apartments, and into the vesti- 
bules of various staircases ; and from this, among 
others, you see» within a few paces, the door 
of the Queen's sitting-room, from which her 
Majesty's sleeping-room opens. Bcnt aih, on the 
ground floor, is a narrower passage, tlie sleeping- 
rooms of the domestics being taken oti the breadth. 

We ha^e now endeavoured to give a general 
idea of the upper ward of the castle; but a cor- 
rect one can be given by only one man alive, — 
and that man is Sir Jeffry Wj;atville. So com- 
pletely has he made the castle his own, that no 
body else can distinguish between what belongs 
to himself, and his predecessors. We have seen 
a missive in the haiuhvriting of George IV., com- 
manding Sir Jeffry to publish an account of his 
great work, and another from Queen Victoria, 
confirming^ the former ; in obedience to which 
he has already made considerable progress in 
preparing materials. His drawings have already 
cost him three thousand pounds, and will probably 
cost a much larger sum before the number is 
completed. George IV. promised to send a copy 
to every sovereign in Europe ; but, with the 
exception of this jjationaf^e, Sir Jofirv, we be- 
lieve, although working at the royal command, 
does not expect assistance of any kind. On one 
occasion, when we expressed our surprise at this, he 
replied, in the spirit and pride of art — " The task 
is MINE : I am preparing my own monument ! " 

Q 2 
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King Cliarles'a Beauties — Mrs. Middleton— Miss Warminster — 
ISIiss Hamilton — Ducla-ss of Richmuud — Duchess of Cleveland — I.ndy 
Ossory — Lad/ Dcubuu — Lady Wliitmore — Lady Norihuuibcrlaud — • 
Countess of Sundeikod— DuehCM nt floiWENt— Uidy Byron— Lady 
Rocliester — Mrs. Lawson — Queen Catherine— Anne Hjdc— Dudiest 
of Portsmouth. 

We cannot take leave of this portfoti of our 

subject, without some allusion to the portraits so 
well known as tliose of •* King" Charles's Beauties," 
and which are described by Mr. Pyiie as ornament- 
ing the walls of the queen's state bedchamber, 
although they are now removed tu Hampton Court. 
They, in fact, belong to Windsor. They are asso- 
ciated with its history; and an account of the 
palace vould be incomplete without something 
more than a catalogue of their names. It is to 
Count Hamilton, in his Memoirs of Grammont, we 
are to look for "memoires pour servir and, in- 
deed, we believe an edition of this amusing- and 
proflif2;ate book has been published with the por- 
traits of these ladies as illustrations. 
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To one possessing so keen a penetration as the 
Chevalier de Graromoot, his second visit to the 

British metropolis must have alibrdctl al)UiKl;mt 
matter for reflection. Fresh from the court of the 
luxurious Louis, tlie circle to which he had been 
iotfoduced during the sway of Cromwell, must 
have appeared strange and unnatural to him. We 
can fancy we see the witty Frenchman shrugging 
his shoulders at the ascetic manners, the Up moral- 
ity, and stem precepts, under the shelter of which 
tyranny and vice grew up like rank weeds, the less 
checked from being less suspected. But the court 
of our second Charles, if still forming in many 
respects a contrast to that of Le (irand JJonarquf, 
had yet suHicient points of resenihlauce to render 
it a congenial atmosphere to tlie French courtier. 
It was an age when men were celebrated for their 
wit, and women for their beauty ; but, like streams 
turned into an artificial course, these natural gifts 
had become languid and worthless. Talents which 
might have guided the helm of state, or added 
power to the soldier's courage, were frittered away 
in the composition of a lame satire or an obscene 
song; and women, who should have shed lustre 
upon the sweet ollices of a virtuous life, became 
more degraded than the purchased slaves of an 
eastern despot. 

An anecdote is told of De Grammont's marriage, 
which is highly characteristic of the time. On his 
appearance in London, he had hovered like a butter- 
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fly over Tarious flowers aiDODg the beauties of the 
court; and, for a while. Mistress Middleton was 
one most distinguished by his attentions. She is 
represented as &ir and inanimate, and though some- 
times extolled, not very generally admired. Her 
manners savoured of affectation, and " in striving to 
be brilliant she only succeeded in being tiresome.** 
Miss W'arniiuster also held some place in Jii- l e- 
gards. This lady was maid of h«>nour to the queen, 
and is said to have been lively and agreeable. The 
chevalier lavished on them both presents of per- 
fumed gloves, apricot paste, essences, and similar 
commodities which were sent to him every week 
from Paris. But their influence over him, slight as 
it might be, was not destined to be of long continu- 
ance ; for from the moment he beheld Miss Hamilton, 
he yielded to her attractions and submitted himself 
a willing slave to lier, and her alone. 

Mifcs Hamilton's portrait was among those in the 
collection at Windsor, and her cliaracter is as 
deserving of respect as that is of admiration. 
Young, beautiful, and inexperienced, and sur- 
rounded by corrupt examples^ no breath of scan- 
dal has ever sullied her reputation* Belonging 
to an illustrious £imily, and possessing, besides her 
personal loveliness, good sense and vivacity, there 
is little wonder at the conquest she achieved. It is 
generally acknowledged that his attachment was 
lasting and sincere, although there is a circumstance 
which appears rather contradictory to the assertion. 
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When about to return to Fianee, he certainly 
acted as if he had forgotten, or strove to forget, his 
engagement altogether. He left London hastily, 
and had reached Dover, when he was overtaken hy 
Connt Hamilton and his brother. Chevalier de 
GrammoDt," said they, ''have you not forgotten 
something in London " Excuse me, gentlemen," 
replied de Grammont, " I have forgotten to marry 
your sister," At these words the horses* heads 
were turned ; and when again he travelled that 
road, it was in the company of his countess, who 
remained for years one of the brightest ornaments 
of the French court 

Count Hamilton was afterwards a fiuthfiil adhe- 
rent of James II., and one of the few who remained 
with him in exile at St. Germain's* 

But we must pause awhile, to note down each 

particular star" in the constellation, whence the 
chamber which contained them was called " the 
iiouiu of Beauties." 

The portrait of Frances Stuart, afterwards 
Duchess of Richmond, is one of the ten painted by 
Sir Peter Lely. To regular and beautiful features 
this lady added a symmetrical form, and by these 
encliantments ruled for awhile the heart of the 
fickle monarch. If we may credit the stories of the 
time, she was noit^bel e^prit^ but, on the contrary, 
trifling and childish, and pleased with all sorts of 
buflToonery. The Duke of Buckingham is said to 
have ingratiated himself into her favour by the 
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skill with wliicli he coDstriuted houses of cards, 
his agreeable voice, and amusing turn for scandal. 
Among ber admirers was the medallist to the king, 
by wbose request she sat for the figure of Britannia 
on the reverse of a large medal with the head of 
Charles II. The likeness was considered excellent. 
So high was Miss Stuart in the king's favour, that 
it was at one time thought he would obtain a 
divorce for the purpose of marrying her. Claren- 
don, dreiHiinpr the popular discontent and prolnihle 
contested succession, should such an event lake 
place, hastened her marriage with the Duke of 
Richmond, which gave great offence to the infatu- 
ated monarch. 

In this abandoned court none held a less envied 
pre-eminence than Barbara Yilliers, successively 
known as Lady Castlemain, Countess of Soutlmmp- 
ton, and at last Duchess of Cleveland : as each 
the haufj^lity, iusultiii;.;, and unfeeling rival of the 
neglected queen. " Slie was," »av5> Bishop Burnet, 
" a woman of great beauty, but most enormously 
vicious and ravenous; foolish, but imperious ; very 
uneasy to the king, and always carrying on intrigues 
with other men, while yet she pretended she was 
jealous of him : his passion for her, and her strange 
behaviour to him, did so disorder him, that often 
he was not master of himscll, nor capable of mind- 
ing business, which in so critical a time required 
great application." 

We strive in vain to discover any better (quality 
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that might redeem this woman's character from the 
profligacy and vice which are associated with it. 
Fallen women have sometimes sought to expiate 
their error hy the practice of the lesser virtues, and 
the mistress of a king has heen more than once the 
people's hene&ctress. But the Duchess of Cleve- 
land was not one of these ; — vain, selfish, and impe- 
rious, she was alike faithless to her husband and tlie 
royal lover whose coffers she had well nigh exhaus- 
ted. On the arrival of Miss Siuart at court, tlie 
duchess little suspected how formidable a rival she 
was destined to prove, and laucying herself securely 
placed above the reach of all competitors, even 
undertook to patronize the new comer. It was, 
however, rumoured that her influence hegan to 
decline from the moment of Miss Stuart's appear- 
ance, although she still contrived to extort large 
sums of money from the king. 

Granger remarks, that "she was the most in- 
veterate enemy of Clarendon, wlio tliouglit it an 
indi<^nity to his character to show coriimon civilities, 
much more to pay his court to the mistress of the 
greatest mouarch u])on earth. \\ hen this honoured 
nobleman was going from court, upon his resigna- 
tion of the great seal, the Duchess of Cleveland, 
who well knew him to be her enemy, insulted him 
from a window of the palace. He turned to her 
and said, with a calm but spirited dignity, * Madam, 
if yon live you will grow old.' " She did indeed 
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sunrive both power and beauty, and died unie- 
gretted, m the year 1709. 

Let us contrast with the Ducheas of Cleveland, 
the portrait of Lady Ossory. Uncontaminated by 

the exiiniples around her, she fulfilled her destined 
C(iiir>( , as the beloved aiid atlectiouattj wife ut a 
iiubleman every way worthy of her. Excelling in 
more than the ordinary accomplishments of the 
age, and distinguished for his rectitude of conduct, 
there is something refreshing in the thought, that 
mutual faith existed between them, and that it was 
found possible to lead irreproachable lives, though 
surrounded by the corruption of a profligate court. 
Would that more was recorded on the page of his- 
tory of such cliaractcrs as these ; but, alas ! " the 
evil that men do lives after them, tlie good is oft 
interred with them ;** and we can tell that the im- 
petuous torrent — the lightning — tlie hurricane — 
have been, by the devastation they leave behind. 

Miss Brooks, better known as Lady Denhara^ 
was one of the most distinguiBhed ** beauties" in 
the court of the "merry monarch." Desirous of 
shining as a bright star amidst the galaxy of female 
loveliness which shed its lustre round the throne, 
she sought the appoiiitineiit of lady of the bed- 
chamber to the Duchess of 1 ork, calculating on 
the influence of the duke, whose admiration for her 
was more than suspected. It was about this time 
she attracted the attention of Sir John Denham, 
who is still remembered as a poet. He had, during 
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a long life, railed at the foibles of ihe sez^ and 
especially ridiculed the marriage state; but now, 

in liis dotage, at the age of seventy-nine, fancied 
himself enamoured of a girl of eigliteen ! It is 
searcely possible to understand what feelings could 
have induced the haughty beauty to listen to her 
venerable suitor ; but from so ill-assorted an union 
nothing could be expected but at least jealousy on 
one side, even if there were not good cause for it on 
the other. In accepting a husband the lady does 
not appear to have relinquished the attentions of 
her lover ; and Sir John, less callous than it was 
then the fashion for husbands to be, withdrew his 
wife from the vicinity of tlie coui L, ;nid treated her 
rather a^ a [nisoncr than the mistress of h\> house. 
She died shortly afterwards, while yet in the hrst 
bloom of womanhood ; and dark are the stories 
which are registered of her fate. That she was 
poisoned seems to have been the prevailing opinion 
at the time, some attributing the deed to her hus- 
band, and others to the jealous fuiy of the Duchess 
of York. It was the age of monstrous crimes, and 
jealousy is a passion which has most frequently 
carried its slaves to the depths of iniijuity. Andrew 
Marvel, in a poem entitled " Instructions to a 
Painter," evidently imputes the crime to the 
duchess, and hints that the drug was administered 
in a cup of chocolate. 

" Express her studying sow if cbina clay, 
Omi intlHNii VRdufig Tenomed juioe convey; 
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Or liow a mortnl poison she may draw 
Out of tlic conlini meal of the cacoo. 
Witness, ye stan of night, und thou, the pale 
Moon tltat, oVmome with the thick steam, didst Aul— 
Te tteighb'ring ehns, that j-our green boughs did died. 
And fawns, that from the womb aliortive fled — 
Not unprovoked she tries forhidili n arts ; 
But in her soft breast love's hid cancer smarts, 
Wliite she revolves at once 6idnej*s diigniee. 
And heiself sooRied for emulous DmAam's fiMse.** 

The portrait of Lady Whitmore, >vife of Sir 
Thomas \\ hitiiiore, is also paintrd l)v Sir Pt'tt-r 
Lcly. She is reported to have equalled her sister, 
Liidy Denham, in beauty, and to have formed one 
in this brilliant court. 

Portrait of Lady Northumberland, painted by 
Sir Peter Lely. This lady was the daughter of 
the Earl of Southampton, Lord High Treasurer 
of England, and married Joceline the eleventh and 
last earl of Northumberland in the direct male line. 
Their daughter, Elizabeth Percy, inherited her 
mother's estates, belonging to the Southampton 
family, and after marrying twice without having 
any offspring, K it ehildrtii by her third husband, 
Charles Seymour, Duke of Somerset. After the 
death of the Earl of Northumberland, in 1670, his 
countess gave her hand to Ralph Lord Montague, 
by whom she had a son, afterwards John, Duke of 
Montague. Thus she became the ancestress of two 
noble families. 

Portrait of the Countess of Sunderland, also by 
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Lely. This picture is known by the appellation of 
** the Sachariui," a title improperly applied, since 
it represents a daughter of Lord George Digby, 
who married a son of the beautiful Lady Sunder- 
land, whom the poet Waller addressed by that 
name. There is a portrait, by Vandyke, of the 
elder lady, of which Lord Orford remarks, " had 
not Waller been a better painter tiiiui Vandyke, 
Saeharissi would make little iuiprcssion now." 

A story is told of this lady meeting the poet, 
many years after the time when her beauty bad 
been deemed sufficient to inspire his muse; and 
asking him, in raillery, when he would write as 
elegant verses to her again. "Madam/* replied 
he ; " when your ladyship is as young again." 

Portrait of the duchess of Somerset, painted, 
it is said, by Lely. Very little is known of the 
lady here represented. From a biography of the 
artist by Lord Orford, it appears that Sir Peter 
Lely died of apoplexy, in the year 1G80, while en- 
gaged on a portrait of the Duchess of Somerset. 
Should this be the one, it was probably liuished by 
the hand either of his assistant Wissing, or their 
contemporary Huysman. 

Portrait of Lady Byron, painted by James Huys- 
man. Lord Orford suggests that this portrait is 
improperly designated, and that it was intended 
for the Lady Bellasyse. It has small pretensions 
to loveliness, although admitted among the ** Bean- 
ties." This lady was the widow of Lord Bellasyse, 
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and greatly admired by the Duke of York, not- 
irithstanding her bein<T a zealous protestant She 
IS said to have owed her attractions to the vivacity 
of her manneTS ; and, could the bigoted duke have 
persuaded her to change her religion, there is little 
doubt that he would at one time have married her. 
In (act, he gave her a promise under his own hand 
to that effect ; and, though subsequent events in- 
duced her to return it, she insisted on keeping a 
copy. It was her father wIjo, from some ])<)litical 
motive, communicated the duke's intention to the 
king ; who immediately sent for his brother, and 
advised him " not to play the fool a second time," 
alluding to his former marriage with Ann Hyde. 
This admonition probably cooled the fervour of the 
duke, and the united commands of her sovereign 
and her lather, might have terrified the lady into 
lelinquishmg her lover. 

Portrait of Lady Rochester by Lely. This, like 
the above, is conjectured to he a mistake, and in 
reality to represent the first wite of Viscount Hyde, 
second son of Lord Clarendon. The point, how- 
ever, is still disputed. 

Portraits of Mrs. Lawson, and Mrs. Nott, 
painted 1)y William Wissing. As no mention is 
made of either of these ladies by Count Hamilton, 
or the other chroniclers of the time, it is fair to 
presume that they passed through life unpolluted 
by the vice which surrounded them. 

These fourteen portraits are known by the appel* 
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lation of King Charleses beauties." There were, 
hotreyer, several other ladies of high rank and 
great personal attractions about the oourt^ whose 
lires would prove equally fit subjects for the mo- 
ralist's or romance writer's pen. 

It is impossible to consitler the fate of the queen, 
Catlierine of Portugal, without great iutorest. Un- 
fortunately, she did not succeed in retaiuing, if she 
had ever won the affections of Charles, although it 
is said her own were devoted to him. It is true, 
her conduct at first gained his esteem and respect ; 
but even these sentiments never taught him, in the 
trifling, yet important occurrences of every day life, 
to remember the feelings of a wronged and sensitive 
woman. It was only on rarer occasions that he 
siuuil forth to defend her; as when the conspirators 
in a vile plot dared to use her name as an accom- 
plice ; or when, she being thought to be at the 
point of death, some marks of tenderness escaped 
him. Believing that she had only a few hours to 
live, she told the king that she could not regret her 
death, since it would leave htm free to make a hap- 
pier choice. Charles, affected by her language, 
pressed and kissed her hand, and even shed some 
tear-, inij lnrinjT her to live for iiini, and promising 
atonement for tlie past. Her physicians attributed 
her recovery to these words, which seemed to be- 
stow fresh strength upon her; but her hopes, if she 
really entertained any, were fallacious — Charles 
made no alteration in his conduct. 
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The Duke of York, afterwards James II., had 
married Anne Hyde, the daughter of Lord Claren- 
don, whose early indiscretions were pretty generally 
acknowledged, although her conduct as a wife was 
irreproachable. She is represented as possessing 
excellent talents, and though not bom to royalty» 
well calcuhited to support its dignity. Miss Jen- 
mng9> was oue of her hidies in waiting; of whora it 
is related, that, accompanied by Miss Price, another 
attendant about the court, she, for an evenings 
frolic, disguised herself as an orange girl, and stood 
at the door of the theatre, offering her fruit for sale! 
A sort of pastime rather difficult for us to reconcile 
with any notions of decorum, and strongly marking 
that want of all delicacy and refinement which cha- 
racter! zes the manners of the court Miss Jennings 
afterwards married a brother of the Countess de 
Grammont. 

In the long list of celebrated women, which 
might be infinitely extended, Louise de Quc- 
louailles, created Duchess of Portsmouth, must not 
be foi^tten. On her first introduction to the sus- 
ceptible monarch, she appears to have won his re- 
gard, and to have retamed her influence over him 
during the remainder of bis life* 
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The BonBd Tower<—Vi«w from the tnmmit^Risioix of the tower— 
Tbe imprisoned poe^-Lotd Sttirej'e lament at Windsor— QenUine 
—Lower wnid of the cBst]e--CloMleis— InMtiptioiM--ltogral tomib- 
booi^iti modern iababitantt. 

Tbb Keep, ar Round Tower, stands between the 
two wards of the castle, and is certainly a yery 

remarkable structure. It is raised on au artificial 
mount ; and, towering above the other portions of 
the castle, presents itself to the spectator as the 
prominent feature. When we begin ascend the 
steep stair, consisting of a hundred steps, we see a 
cannon looking down upon us firom the landing- 
place; and this serves to increase, rather than 
otherwise, the respect with which we adyance. An 
arched gateway at length leads into the principal 
apartments of the tower ; and at the sides are 
posterns opening upon a battery of seventeen pieces 
of cannon, the only defence of the kiud with which 
the castle is at present supplied. 
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The view from tlie summit is perhaps unrivalloi 
of its kind in England. The windings of the 
Thames at your foet, through a comparatively level 
country — the luxuriant parks, and sombre forest — 
the fields and groves intermingled— the towns» 
villages, mansions, detached cottages gleaming 
through the trees, — all combine to form a picture 
which gladdens the heart, as much as it amuses the 
imagination. From this spot the follow Ihl; coun- 
ties may be seen at a single glance : — Middlesex, 
Essex, Hertford, Berks., Oxford, Wilts., Hants., 
Surrey, Sussex, Kent, and Bedford ; and on a clear 
day, the dome of St. Paul's at London may be dis- 
tinctly recognized. 

It IS needless to say, that, standing on such a 
site, the castle must itself form a remarkable object 
from many points of Tiew, Those usually pointed 
out are, 1. The playing fields of Eton College. 
Eroiti this point of view the whole of tlie north 
front is seen to adviintane, comprising the Terrace, 
Brunswick, George 11 1, s and Wincliester 1'owers, 
the State Apartments, and Queen Elizabeth's Pic- 
ture Gallery. 2. Tlie fields leading fram the little 
village of Clewer, about a mile west of the town. 
This walk lies nearly parallel with the Thames, and 
includes a good view of the town and south-west 
front of the castle ; the bridge and parish church 
form pleasing objects from this position. 3. The 
footpath leading from Wintl.-or to Datcliet. This 
view embraces part of the south and east front. 
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comprising the suite of apartments occupied by lier 
Majesty, in front of wliich is the new pcutagou 
terrace, with bastions at the aogleSj inclosiDg a 
space tastefully laid out as a flower garden, and 
affording a fine foreground to tlie massive and 
stately towers rising beyond it. The general out* 
line of the building from this part of the park is so 
extremely pleasing, especially wlien seen by moon- 
ligiit, as amply to deserve the encomium passed 
on it by a celebrated writer of the picx nt day. who 
terms it *' a view which every person who has the 
slightest ta>te for the picturesque ought neitlier to 
go abroad nor to die without seeing/* 4. Snow 
Hill, an eminence at the fiirther extremity of the 
Long Walk, on which is placed an equestrian statue 
of George III. of colossal dimensions, executed by 
Mr. Wcstmacott ; the prospect from this situation is 
one of the most bt autitiil in the neiarhbourhood of 
A\ iiKl>()r, coiiiliiniiiL;" a general view of the castle, 
"with the luxuriant landscape of the adjacent country. 

As a specimen of tli(>«s we annex a view of the 
castle from the road leading from the top of the 
Long Walk to Bishopsgate, just where the road 
for Blackwall branches from it. 

The circumference of the Round Tower is three 
hundred and two feet, and its height two hundred 
and thirty feet. At the summit there is a flao; tower, 
about t\\entv-fivr fvct wide, bv twtntN-two feet. 
The k'Dglh of tlif .--t.til' is scv enty-tlirec f< ct, and flic 
dimensions of tlie Hug, displayed when the queen 
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is in the castle, twelve yards in length, by eight in 
breadth. 

This structure was formerly the residence of the 
governor or constable of the casitle— an office invested 
with very extensi ve authority. The custody of all dis- 
tinguished state prisoners was confided to his care — 

a duty which occasionally involved great responsi- 
bility. During the reign of Edward 111., as \vu 
have aln ady mentioned, John, king of Franco, and 
David, king of Scotland, captives of tlio Black 
Prince and the intrepid Queen Philippa, were 
under his charge. The Earl of Surrey, also, was 
confined in the mayden*s tower." The XiOng 
Parliament and Oliver Cromwell sent thither many 
of the royalist party ; among whom the Earls of 
Lauderdale and Lindsay suffered captivity for 
several years, and were not released till the Restora- 
tion. The Mareschal de Belleisle, who was taken 
prisoner during the German wars in the reign of 
Charles 11., who was tlie h\3t individual confined 
here. The first governor of the keep was Walter 
Fitz-Other, ancestor of the Earls of Plymouth, who 
was one of the knights of William the Conqueror, 
and was appointed by him to this office by the title 
of Castellan, since wliich that noble family have 
prefixed ** De Windsor " to their other titles. l*he 
situation has been filled by a number of distin- 
guished individuals, and is now held by the Earl 
of Munster. 

There is an allusion to the round tower in one of 
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Surrey's most beautiful poems, which iavefits it 
with a romantic interest. 

" Wlio lias not hesird of Snrt^y's fame? 
His was the lino's soal of fire. 
And liii the baid's iminortal imim. 

And his WHS love, exalted bigh. 
By sU the glow of obtvaliy." 

Scott docs justice, also, to the rliaracter of the 
gallant and unfortunate earl, in a note to the song 
supposed to be sung by Fitzraver, in Marmion, 
The song is founded on an incident said to have 
happened to the earl in his travels. Having be- 
come acquainted with the celebrated Cornelius 
Agrippa, he demanded of him, in proof his art, to 
show him his fiir-away mistress, the lovely Geral- 
dine, to whose service he had devoted his pen and 
his sword. The philosopher complied, and ex- 
hibited tiie viijiou of his bi'hivtd in a mirror, 
reclining upon a couch as if unwell, and read- 
ing her lover's verses by the light of a waxen 
taper. 

His imprisoiinicnt at Windsor, however, was not 
occasioned exactly by such an offence as one would 
admire or lament in a bard : — it was the violation 
of one of the canons of the Church, by eating fruit 
during Lent, and aggravated by another charge of 
traversing the streets of London in the dead of the 
night, and breaking their windows by shots from 
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his cross-bow I The former charge he met by pro- 
ducing a dispeusation ; and to the latter he pleaded 
guilty, asserting that his purpose was to terrify the 
citizens from their rices by the fear of a supposed 
preternatural visitation! This odd apology does 
not seem to have had any effect ; for the reformer 
of the city was shut up in Windsor, although we 
believe his imprisonment did not last long. Here 
art; his recollections of the castle. 



Bo and piiran, how oooMe betyde, alas, 

As premcle WindflOt« ! where I in IttStMd jojW, 

With a kingf's soiinc my childisilie yeres «licl passe^ 
lo greater feasl tlurn Priam's loones of Troje. 

Wlicn ccliL- sweto jiTacf rrturm il a lasfc full «!ower: 
The larjje grtiie courtes wIr tc wc wtre wont to rove. 

With eyes cast up into the niayden's tower, 
AdcI eaaio nghes, sudi aa nen draw in love : 

The Rtatelio seatca, tlie ladies Vright of huve. 
The daunces ihorte, long tales of great delight. 

With wonles and lookes that tigers could hut mve* 
Wlien each of us did pleade the other's right. 

Tlie palme-play ulu ro dispoyled for the game 
With diizcd yii s, nft we hy glcnins of love 

Have mist the bail, and got sight of our daiut>. 
To bajr'te her eyea which hept tho leads above. 

The gravel ground, with ilevM tied on the hehne, 
On fomyngc hora^ with swordes and friendly hartefj 

With chcare as though one should another \^ ht-Ime, 
Where we have fought and chased olt with dacteti 
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Tlie secret groves, which oft made rcsoundo 

Of pkaiiiat playnt, and of our ladies' praise, 
Beoording ofic vrliat grace eche una had iuaada. 

What bope of q>eede^ what ibede of long debyea. 

The wild forest, the clothed holtcs with grenc. 
With rn\7)es avaylcd, and swift yhreatlicd horse, 

With cryc of hounds, and merry blastes betwene. 
When ve £d obMe tbe featfiil liute of fiwoe. 

Tb« wide vales eke, tibat luuAHMiied m codi ii{gfat» 

Wherewith, alas ! rcvivcth in my brest 

The swete accnnl ! ?uch slopes as yet dt llii^ht : 
The pleasant dreams, the quiet bed of rest. 

By tlic " mayden tower," the poet means the 
principal tower — mayden being a corruption of the 
French word magne, or maynej great. 

" He was beheld in general by the English," says 
Dr. Heylin, in bis Church History, "as the chief 
ornament of the nation, highly esteemed for his 
chivalry, his affability, his learning, and whatsoever 
other graces might either make him amiable in the 
eyes of the people, or formidable in the sight of a 
jealous, impotent, and wayward prince." He was 
reported to have aspired to the hand of the princess 
Mary ; and he bore openly, quartered on his escut- 
cheon, tlie royal arms of Edward the Confessor, 
from whom he was descended. Such were the 
crimes for whicli the gallant Surrey lost his head 
on Tower-hiil, in 1546. 

Thou jealous, rulhk^ia tyrant, heaven repay 
Oo thee, and on thy cbildiOD'a Uteat Une, 
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The irild captiee of thy detpode my, 

Tbm goij bridal bed, tbe plundcfed abnnei 
The mazdered Bune/s blood, the tean of Oenldine ! 

We cannot refrain from adding the warrior poet*8 
praise of his Genddine, written also dnring Ids im* 
prisonment at Windsor. 

From Tiucane cmm my Uiiy*» worthy TMe ; 

Fair Florence was some time her ancient scat ; 
The western ii,\v, whose pleasant sliure doth fi&co 
Wild Camber's clifis, did give her lively heat. 

Fo e tcted ahe was with milk of Irish breast : 
Her sire an carl, lier dumc of princes' blood ; 
From tender yv&m, in Britain she doth rest 
With king's child, where she tastcih costly food. 

Honadoa did Snt pveeent her to nine ey'n — 
Bright ia her hue, and Oeraldinc she bight ; 
Hampden me taught to wIsTi her first for mine; 
And Windsor, alas ! dotli chase lier from my sight. 
Her beauty of kind — her virtues from above — 
Happy ia be who cav obtam her Ioto. 

The Round Tower was greatly injured, in the 
reign of Charles IL, by the bad taste with which 

the repairs were niade ; although repairs of some 
kiml were certainly necessary, since the castle, 
according to Evelyn, was *' exceedingly ragged 
ruinouB." 

At presents it is chiefly occupied by inferior 
officers, or domestics; although occasionally the 
younger male guests have their lodgings assigned 
them within its venerable walls. It is unsuitable 
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for Uie old, as it has no internal communication 
with the state apartments; although a passage 
leads into it from the opposite side of the quad- 
rangle, at the angle near St. George's Grateway, at 

present occiij)ic(l by Lord Melbourne. From any 
other part of tlie palace, the lodger won id have 
to traverse a portion of tlic middle ward, and climb 
up to his roost by tlie steep staircase. The arms 
described, with such admiration, by Evelyn, have 
been transferred to the Guard Room ; and there is 
nothing at present worthy of remark in the Round 
Tower. 

The Lower Ward of the castle is entered from 

Windsor through King Henry the Eighth's Gateway, 
where the visitor lias imim diately before him the 
south part of the collegiate chapel of St. George. 
This ward contains the following tower!*: — Win- 
chester, already described, which forms the western 
end of tlie northern terrace, and was built by 
William of Wykeham. It is mentioned by Nordon, 
surveyor of woods to James I. as '* a rounde towre 
costilie raysed upon an artificial mount, verie aun- 
tient." The wardrobe, or store-tower, an ivy- 
mantled structure; — the towers which flank the 
gateway, containing a corps de garde, and apart- 
ments for the officer; — Salisbury Tower, the resi- 
dence of the cliauci'llor of the order of fhe garter; — 
Garter Tower, on the west front; — and Julius 
Caesar's, or the Belfry Tower. 
The ward is divided by St. George's chapel, 
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with the dwelling:? of the ecclesiastical officers on 
tlic north, and on the south and west those of the 
poor knights. At the west end of the chapel are 
the residences of the minor canons and lay clerks, 
called the Horse-shoe Cloisters, the first buildings 
on the site having been constructed by Edward IV. 
in the shape of his iayourite device, a fetter- 
lock. 

The Great Cloistera are entered by a vaulted 

passage, and several memorials of poor knights 
here meet our eyes, and among others the following 
inscription : — 

" Near this place lyeth the body of Cajitnin 
Richard Vaii^han, of Pantglass, in the county of 
Caernarvon, who behaved himselfe with great cou- 
rage in the service of King Charles the First (of 
ever blessed memory) in the civill warrs, and 
therein lost his sight by a shqtt; in recompense 
whereof he was, in July, 1663, made one of the 
Poor Knights of this place, and died the 5th day 
of June, anno Domini, 1700, in the 80th yeare of 
his age." 

Tlie stone benches which run round three sides 
of these cloisters were fornK-rly used as the seats of 
confessionals. Near the outer door of the chapel is 
the monument of Sir Isaac Heard, Garter Principal 
King-at-Arms ; but in the passage by which the 
cloisters communicate with the castle-hill, is a 
much more interesting, as well as more humble 
memorial 
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Kin;^ CuTiTrrc III. 

Ciused to be ink rrcd 
Near this place, the bodj of 
Maiy GaflGoin^ 
Bemnt to the late prinoeM Amdiit 
And this tebkt to be eieoted. 
In testimony of 
liis srr.iti f'll sense of 
The faiiliful scmces 
And ettachmeni of 
An amiable joang woman 
To his beloved daughter, 
Whom rIm* snnivi (1 f.rily tliree inonthSi 
She died on the isith of Feb, 1811, 
Aged 31 ^ears. 

The inner cloisters, inhabited by the prebendaries 

of the chapel, contains the library. On the north, 
a descent of eighteen stone stairs, called ** the Hun- 
dred Step*!," conducts to a postern gate, whence 
a flight of steps winds round the brow of the hill 
till it reaches an inlet to the town. 

The Royal Tonib-house, stands at the east end 
of the chapel, it was built originally by Henry 
VIII, as a bttrying*place for himself and his suc- 
cessors ; but he abandoned this for his more noble 
construction at Westminster. Subsequently Car- 
dinal Wolsey obtained a grant of it for Henry 
\ 111,, with the view of couvLi tinjj; it into a splendid 
niausohMini to perpetuate his own memory. He 
had already expended a large sum upon this object 
of his ambition, when his disgrace and death, and 
the confiscation of his property occurred, and 
allowed Wolsey's Tomb House," as it was called, 
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to revert to the crown. It was the mtention of 

Charles I. to have fitted It up as a royal mavbtoleuin; 
but ill the midst of his plan came the civil war, the 
result of which left him no choice as to a resting- 
place for his head. In 1646, it was plnii<lered by 
the republican army. James XI. fitted it up for a 
mass-house, and Verrio was employed to paint a 
splendid ceiling; but the infatuated bigot, enter- 
taining ostentatiously, soon after, the Pope's nun* 
cio, a popular commotion took place, and the 
windows and decorations of the new chapel were 
destroyed. It remained in a state of ruin till the 
accession of George 111., who ordered it to be re- 
paired for the purpose of foi Hiiijg a royal sei)ulchre 
beneath. An excavation of the size of the interior 
of the edifice was made, to the depth of fifteen 
feet; and in the bed of chalk, two stone coffins, 
containing the bodies of £lizabeth Woodville and 
Prince George, her son by Edward IV., were found 
by the workmen. In the void thus created, a cem- 
etry was constructed, seventy feet long, twenty- 
eight wide, and fourteen deep. The catacombs are 
formed of massive octan<^u!,ii jtillars, supporting a 
range oi lour shelves, each of which may contain 
two hodies, and the whole capable of admitting 
thirty-two on each side. Besides these, there are 
five niches at the east end, and in the middle twelve 
low tombs ; so that eighty-one bodies may be depo- 
sited in the royal Tomb-house. The entrance into 
the sepulchre is by a subterraneous passage from 
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the Tault under the choir of St George's chapel. 
The following are the modem inhabitants of this 

solemn abode : — 



PriDMH Amelia— di«d at Wiadaoi^^iied Novemlwr 14, 1810. 
PriDccas Cliadotte . . CkretDoat . . November 10, 1817* 

. Kew . . 
. Sidmouth 
, Windsor 
. London . 
. Windsor 
. Windsor 

Also tbe infiunt princes, Octavius and Alfred, lemovad thither 
from Westminster Abbej. 



Qnecn Cliarlotte 
Duke of Kent , 
George III. . . 
Duke of York . 
Oeofj^ IV* • • 
William IV. . 



December 2, 1818. 
February 12, 1820. 
February 16, 182a 
January 20, 18i7. 

JuljrU, tsaoi 

Jul/ ^ 1887. 



The Deanery stands at the east end of the Tomb- 
house, and contains the Garter Room, where the 
knights are robed, and several articles of anti- 
quarian curiosity. 



CHAFTE& XXU. 



Rajti Cfaapet of &t Geoige— Interioi^— Choir-»We«t iviodotr-^ 
Sdcen— Stalls of Knights— Monoinaito^CenotBph of the Piinoes 
Chsriotte. 



The Royal Chapel of St. George, although 
within the precincts of tlic castle, (in the lower 
ward,) is too iinportaut to be treated merely as a por- 
tion of the buildings. Whether any chapel existed on 
the same spot earlier than Henry L may be doubted ; 
and even of the structure of that monarch, all we 
know is, that it was taken down and rebuilt by 
Edward III. From that period we find nothing 
concerning it, till a patent of Richard II. appears, 
with the date 1390, describing the chapel as falling 
into mins, and appointing a clerk of the works to 
superintend its repair. The salary of this finu tion- 
ary was two shillinfj,s pcrdav, — e(juivalent, as God- 
win says, to an income, in modern money, of six 
hundred and fifty-seven pounds per annum — and 
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his name was Geoffrey Chaucer. The poet held 
the appointment for twenty months. 

The next notice of the chapel occurs in the reign 
of Edward IV., to whom the greater part of the 
edifice, as it now stands, may be attributed. In 
the fifteenth year of his reign, he appointed Richard 
Beauchamp, Bishop of Salishury, master and sur- 
veyor of the works; ^vho was succccidcd by Sir 
Rcf^iiiald Bray, prime iniiiisLcr to Hptitv Vll. Tlie 
roof, or groined ceiling of the choir, was constructed 
by the latter prince: and in the time of Henry 
VIII., a rood*loft and lanthorn were added, which 
have now disappeared. Mr. Britton, in his " Archi- 
tectural Antiquities/* perceives evidence of the 
intention of the original architect to have a lanthorn 
over the present organ screen. ''The fitting-up 
and decorations of the stalls also in the choir, were 
chiefly accomplished during Henry VIH.'s reign; 
and it is conjectured, that the whole niasoiny of the 
edifice, with the roof, side chapels, and interior cm- 
])clli>Iirncnts, were left cither wholly or nearly 
finished at the time of that monarch's decease.'* 
Some dilapidations, however, have taken ])lace 
since then, and many reparations were made in the 
reign of GeoTge III. Mr. Britton mentions, on 
the authority of the Bishop of Salisbury, that 
George was very urgent in desiring his architect, 
Mr. Evelyn, to imitate as closely as possible the 
ancient models to be found in the original parts of 
the building'. Tiic kiug contributed, from his 
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private purse, upwards of ^15,000 to defray the 
expenses ; the dean and chapter advanced ^,000 
more ; and the Knights of the Garter paid their 
qnota. 

The interior of the chapel is one of the most 
beautiful specimens existiug of tlic eleorant style of 
architecture in which our aiu e&tors took so much 
delight, and exhibited so much proficiency. The 
roof, formed of stone, is exceedingly beautiful ; and 
riding, in its elliptical form, from the t:ill and 
slender pillars, has a surprising lightness of efiect 
The choir is divided from the hody of the chapel by 
a magnificent screen of artificial stone, surmounted 
at the centre by the organ. At the sides of the 
choir are the stalls of the Knights of the Garter, 
embowered in ancient carved work, on wliich are 
the mantle, sword, helmet, and crest, of each 
knight, with his silken banner above, emblazoned 
with his arms. On the back of the stalls are the 
names, titles, and arms of the knights, engraved on 
copper. The whole of the carved work of the choir 
is worthy of observation ; and the painted windows 
alone are well worth a visit from the traveller. 

The West window fills the entire width of the 
nave. It is divided into three large compartments 
which again arc ^ahdi^ided iuto live lights. It is 
filled with auciuut stained glass, collected IVoui 
other windows of the chapel, and containing 
figures representing saints and monarchs, many of 
which maybe recognised. Itforms on the whole one of 
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the most eleg-ant specimens extant of the architecture 
of the age. The East window of the choir, and the 
aisle windows, are filled with painted glass, after 
large designs by Mr. West; and thus, although 
beautiful in themselTes must certainly be con- 
sidered somewhat out of keeping . The ancient 
stained glass must necessarily have contained only 
small figures, or minute groups in each section ; 
for, at the time this art was in perfection, tlie art of 
casting glass in large pieces was unknown. In the 
fourteenth century, a mirror which showed the en- 
tire bust was a valuable rarity. Looking down 
from the altar, the view is as magnificent as can 
well be conodved. The stalls at either, side, with 
their Gothic carvings, surrounded by the rich ban- 
ners of the kniglits hanging solemnly still — the 
pillars, 

« Loftj, Mil ISgilt, mh] tmall/' 

lost in the delicate arches of the roof — and the 
mellowed light streaming from the g^reat western 
window over the carved screen— form altogether a 
picture which one would not willingly forget 

At the same time, it is proper to observe, that 
much of the grandeur of the nave is lost, owing to 
the solidity of the screen. In general, the choir i3 
divided from the body of the church hv open work, 
(frecjuently merely a rich rail,) and llms tlic whole 
interior forms one magnificent picture. The choir 

8 
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of St Greorge s Chapel, on the contrary, is so com- 
pletely enclosed, that unless when the folding-doors 
are open, aiul the spectator stands at the extreme 
western end, it might seem a portion of another 
building; while the openings of the lateral aisles 
at the sides of the choir are too narrow and unim- 
portant to conrect this impression. 

The Choir, notwithstanding, forms in itself one 
of the most gorgeous spectacles it is possible to con- 
ceive. The caired stalls of the knights are almost 
black, apparently from age ; and die lofty canopies, 
towering above the inclosure of the choir, are sculp- 
tured in the most delicate, yet the most fantastic 
Gothic. On these the shields, and other arms of 
the knights, relieve with their rich colours the dark 
ground on which they are placed ; while the em- 
blazoned banners, which would be gaudy any where 
else, hanging in regular militaiy ranks above the 
stalls, add to the effect of the whole. 

The stalk of the knights-companion are ranged 
on each side of the choir ; and those of the sove- 
reign and the princes of tlie blood, at the entrance, 
under tlie orp:an loft ; the opposite end containing 
the altar and eoiiimnnion-table. The stall of the 
sovereign is distinguished from the rest by its 
richer accompaniments, including the royal diadem. 
At the decease of a knight, his sword, banner, and 
other insignia are taken down, but the phite remains 
as a record. Some of the older plates afford curious 
specimens of heraldic engraying. Among them 
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will be found those of SigUinimd, emperor of Ger- 
many In 1418; Casimir IV., king of Poland in 

1452 ; the Duke of Buckingham ; Lords Hastings, 
Level, and Stanley, of the times of Richard IlL ; 
the unfortunate Earl of Surrey, in Henry VUL's 
reign; Chnrl< s \ tinjieror of Oermanv, and his 
rival, Francis L, of France ; Sir Robert Dudley, 
afterwards Earl of I^eicester; Lord Burleigh; and 
other illustriouB characters of a later period. 

The choir was built by Edward IIL, but was en- 
larged by Edward IV., and improyed by Henry 
Vn., and Beveral of his snccesaors, but more espe- 
eially George IH. The altar and its decorations 
are almost entirely modem. On the north side of 
the altar is a gallery called the Queen's Closet, in- 
tended for Her Majesty's accommodation when at- 
tending service. At the same angle is the niunu- 
ment of Edward IV. It is executed in steel, 
representing a pair of plates between two Gothic 
towers. Beneath, on a tlat stone is the inscription : 
"Kino Edward iiii. and his quben Elizabeth 
WiDviLLE.*' On another stone, near the spot, is 
inscribed in old English : ** Gbohob, Duke of 
Bbdford, and Mart, kfth daughter of Edward 
iin." 

At the east end of the south aisle is the tomb of 
the Earl of Lincoln, High Admiral in the time of 
Elizabeth. The effigy of the earl, in full armour^ 

and that of his lady in her state robes, lie upon a 
mat, with a greyhound at the feet of the fomier, 
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and at those of the latter a monkey. In this part 
of the aisle was also buried Richard Beanchamp, 

Bishop of Salisbury, tlie first chancellor of the 
order of the Garter; and close at hiuid is a large, 
flat stone, bearing the inscription " Henky M." 
The chantries called Oxenbridge Chapel, Aldworth 
Chapel, and Bray Chapel, also deserve some atten- 
tion. Bray Chapel, near the south door, was built 
in the time of Henry VII. by Sir Reginald Bray, 
a Knight of the Garter. Beaufort chapel, at the 
west end of the south aisle, contains an altar tomb, 
with the effigy of the founder, Charles Scnnerset, 
Earl of Worcester, 1526, and several other monu- 
ments of the iamfly. In the opposite angle, in Urs* 
wick chapel, is the cenotaph of the Princess Char- 
lotte, which has given rise to much criticism as a \\ ork 
of art, but is nevertheless a very imposing object. 
The body ot tlie princess, entirely covered with a 
cloth, with the exception of a portion of one of the 
hands, lies below, watched by female attendants in 
deep sorrow; while her apotheoeb takes place 
above, her spirit — ^which is a good resemblance of 
Its earthly tenement — rising from a mausoleum 
in the back g^und. Rutland and Hastings chapel, 
with various stones and tablets, complete the silent 
records of St George's Chapel. 

A view of the interior of the chapel, as it exists 
at present, will be found at page 96 of this volume. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 



The Gemmn prince's opinion of Windsor — Eton College — Little 
Fkrk--Fn)giiion--Miw90iioeptM]at in tiste^Tbe hang Walk^BtatiM 
of Q«oige III.— Great Park— Viiginta Water— The Cwaide^-4UiiB0— 

Frigates of the Lake — Fishing Temple — Bulvidere Tower — Bridges— 
Return to Windsor — ^Bojal Lodge — Cumberland Lodge~£eUpM— 

Queen Victoria. 

It is curious that prince Puckler Muskau, wlio is 
80 minute in his descriptioiis. ol uur English man- 
sions and parkS) dismisses Windsor with a page of 
comment; and this is the more curious, that he 
evidently appieciated, at its true value, the most 
interesting and magnificent edifice of its kind in 
Europe. 

" It is a vast work," says ke» *' and the only one 
of its kind in England, which is executed not only 
at a great cost, and with technical skill, hat with 
uncommon taste — ^nay, genius. The g^ndeur and 

magnificence of the custle, which, although npt 
half finished, has cost three millions of our money, 
are truly worthy of a king of England. Situated 
on a hill above the towu, aud commandiug a beau- 
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tifiil view, while it prcflentB a noble object from 
every side, its poflition gives it an immense advan- 
tage. Its historical interest, its high antiquity, and 
its astonisliing vastncss aad extent, unite to render 
it single in the world.'* 

We cannot persuade ourselves to take leave of 
the castle, without adverting again to its great 
advantages of situation, it is the prince, if we do 
not mistake, who remarks that the four great gates 
are so disposed, as to enclose the four most interest- 
ing points of the landscape as in a frame. The 
view from the tower, as we have already observed, 
is unrivalled in variety and beauty; while those 
from various points of the terrace^ though less 
grand, are still more pleasing, because more within 
the compass of the imagination. Annexed is one 
of the hitter description, exhibiting Eton as seen 
ironi the terrace. 

This celebrated si minary was founded by Henry 
VI. in 1441, and contained at first accommodation 
for twenty-five poor grammar scholars, and twenty- 
five poor and infinn men, whose duty it was to 
pray for the king. The establishment was modelled 
upon the plan of William of Wykeham, the archi- 
tect of Edward III. The present establishment 
consists of a provost, vice-provost, six fellows, a 
master, under master, assistants, seventy scholars, 
seven lay clerks, and ten choristers, besides the 
inferior officers and servants for the domestic offices 
of the collegians. The schohirs on the Ibuudatiou 
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are distinguished by wearing a black cloth gown ; 
the others are termed oppidans, the expense of 
whose education and maintenance is defrayed by 
their relations, and who arc boarded in pii\ate 
houses, within the precincts of the college: the 
total number is upwards of six hundred. 

The ejtterior of tlie college is that of a vast and 
handsome Gothic building, with a church attached 
to it ; but its interior surprises strangers, by a 
*'8im{ilidty hardly exceeded by our village schools." 
Nothing but bare white wallsy wooden benches* 
carved with names, &c., meet the eye; and accord- 
ing to the rules of the foundation, the king's 
scholars have nothing day after day but mutton. 

The buildings, with the exception of the chapel, 
are of brick, and form two large quadrangles, with 
battlemented roofs. The outer quadrangle contains 
the clock tower, and the apartment of some of the 
masters, with the Long Chamber or dormitory 
above. In the centre is a bronze statue, of poor 
workmanship, of the Founderj on a marble pedestal, 
with a Latin inscription, purporting that it was 
erected to the memory of Henry VI., by the provost 
in 1719. The inner quadrangle has a cloistered walk 
round the sides, with a flight of steps on the south, 
leading into the curious and antique hall, where 
the scholars on the foundation eat their commons. 
From these cloisters, a postern gate opens into the 
|)lay-ficlds, an extensive tract, shaded by some lofty 
trues f and bounded on one side by the I'hames. 
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The town end college of Eton are seen tnm these 

fields, as in the annexed en§p^ving. 

It" tlie distant views from Windf=ior Castle are 
fine, its own iniuit. tliait* grounds, and dependencies, 
are not less so. In fact, on so gigantic a scale is 
every thing here, that these, in some directions, 
form the distant views. The Little Park, extend- 
ing on the north and east sides of the castle, to the 
banks of the Thames^ is four miles in circum- 
ference, and contains an area of five hundred acres; 
the Great Park, on the south, embraces an area of 
eighteen hundred acres ; and the Forest, in the 
same direction, stretclies away, with it masses of 
dark foliage, to the verge of tiie horizon. 

At the termination of the Slopes in the Little 
Park, or that portion of the park which slopes 
down from the northern terrace, stands the pic- 
turesque little cottage, called Adelaide Lodge, com- 
pleted by the Queen Dowager; and just without 
the park, from which it is separated by the London 
road, is Frogmore House, an elegant seat constructed 
by Queen Charlotte, and bequeathed by her to the 
Princess Augusta. The gardens contain twelve or 
thirteen acres, and are very carefully laid out, 
comprising all sorts of ornaments, congruous and 
incongruous, such as huts, temples, hermitages, 
and ruins. 

Bat the seats of this part of Hertfordshire would 
require a volume of themselves; and we shall 
therefore set out, without more delay, on the ride 
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in which tiie visiton of Windsor think it so neces- 
sary, and find it so agreeable, to indulge. We have 
heard persons sneer at *'the lake in the royal 

grounds," as if it were a traii^ression of the canons 
of taste to admiie aay tliiiip; but the untrimmed 
scenery of nature. These persons, to be conbi>tent, 
should disdain to look at a liouse, reservin<r all their 
attention tor a cave. The truth obviously is, that 
there are kinds, as well as degrees, of beauty ; and 
the man who affects to turn his head away from 
Virginia Water, embowered in its plantations, be- 
cause it does not sleep in some wild and lonely 
vale, overshadowed by primeval woods, misunder- 
stands the nature of taste. 

The Long Walk, by which we set out for the 
lake, would serve to give iudication at the outset, 
that our course is far from being directed towards 
any temple of nature. This is an avenue, three 
miles in length, from the grand entrance of the 
castle, and terminated by an equestrian statue of 
George III. it runs in a perfectly straight line, so 
that its termination may be seen from its com- 
mencement ; while from the statue, its unvarying 
line, conducting with the certainty of &te to the 
castle, at the end of a vista of three miles, produces 
a very original effect It is bordered the whole 
distance with picturesque elms, and is wide enough 
to afford a green sward lor pedestrians on both 
sides. About two miles from the cjistle, there is a 
medicinal spring, impregnated with sulphuric acid. 
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magnesia, and muriatic acid, said to possess con- 
siderable efficacy in chronic complaints. 

The statue of George III. is by Mr. Westmacott. 
It is of bronze, and stands, awkwardly enough, on 
a pedestal coi]i|josed of rougli blocks of granite 
piled iu au irregular lieap. it is a little way from 
this end of the Walk; and as you are not near 
enough to observe exactly on what footing the 
royal charger is placed, you are in some anxiety 
for the lLing*s safety. The pedestal should have 
been made to resemble a solid rock. It is always 
unsafe to make the extremes of art and natural 
coufiisiun meet at the same point. 

Turning to the left, the visitor now proceeds 
along a picturesque} and well wooded route through 
the Great Park, passing one or two hamlets, and 
several country seats. This is one of the most 
beautiful drives in the kingdom, to those who can 
take pleasure in a prospect that is broken by trees, 
and bounded on all sides by a sea of foliage. At 
length, your vehicle stops at the end of a house by 
the road-side ; and, entering by a nan uw door, 
you are directed to find your way on loot among 
the shrubbery to the water-side. The path leads 
you across a bridge, whence you see on the right a 
cascade, imitated from nature with very good effect 

As yet you have not seen the lake ; but now all 
on a sudden it lies stretched before yon, calm and 
silent, and framed in by dark woods; among which, 
every now and then, as you advance, green vistas 
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open, leading the eye to other woods. If there be 
nothing wild in the ^Mclacle, there is here nothing 
obtnislTely artificial. It u merely a calm and 
gentle scene, fit for the wanderings of two loveis. 

Not lovers, indeed, who steal out into the forest to 
meet amidst a tliousand perils by the light of the 
moon ; but lovers wlio have danced the night 
before in the saloon at Windsor, and will one day 
be married at St. George's. What signifies that ? 

Lounging along the bank to the le£t, the view 
becomes more extensive along the water ; and the 
idea of magnitude is sufficient to expel the recol- 
lections of the palace. All is lovely, all is silent ; 
except the dreamy sound, half moan, half murmur, 
which wanders among the woods, even when their 
leaves are stillest. The eye glances inquisitively 
through the interstices of the tall trees ; and 
whet^ a dark object app* ;ub to the left, which is 
apparently neither clump nor house, it is with 
strong curiosity, nay interest, the visitor advance 

We know we shall be accused of exaggeration, 
or at least of giving too much way to fancy, when 
we say,, that the first view of that object^ to which 
our eye was conducted from the water's edge by 
minute sections of broken pillars, with long and 
irregular spaces between, yet placed in two parallel 
lines— inspired us with a feeling pretty nearly akin 
to that with which we have contemplated the au- 
thentic ruins of the chissic time. The fragments 
of the pillars grew larger, and closer, till at length 
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entire columns, appearing to totter under a por* 
tinn of their ivy -grown superBtrueture, marked the 
form of the edifice. Trees had apparently grown 
up since the temple had hecome a min, and in- 
truded themselves, as if in mockery, between the 
shafts of granite and marble ; while the statues 
which had adorned or sanctified tlie place were 
either enshrined in wooded niches, or lay prone 
and broken upon the ground. Passing through a 
massive archway of brick-work, hung with lichens, 
and coTered with shrubs, we enter a circle which 
' no doubt was the sanctum of the temple. The 
limits may be traced by broken columns and statues, 
gleaming through the trees. Now, if it be remem- 
bered that all this is seen near the margin of a 
silent lake, shrouded from the world in apparently 
impervious woods, it may be conceived that it must 
form a siiikiii«>; and imprrssive spectacle. At the 
commencement of this description we have placed 
a view of the min in its most common aspect, as 
the visitor looks upward from the water. 

But although this, of course, is a mere modem 
omament — although no temple ever existed here — 
and no associations throw a mantle of poetry over 
the spot, — still the work is not less a creation of 
true taste. The design is classical and elaborate ; 
and the materials, consisting of columns of red and 
gi( V granite, marijie, and porphyry, witli inaible 
statues and fragments, are all antique. Soinc of 
these were trsinsferred hither from the outer court 
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of the British Museum ; and some were formerly 
in the Elgin collection. We have seen the original 
designs for this ornamental ruin ; and the work 
must have cost the architect, Sir Jeffry Wyatville, 
as mueh intellect and labour as a finished building 
of similar proportions. He gave it the name of a 
Temple of Augustus. 

Proceeding along the margin of tlie hike, the 
same scenery continues, till a branch or bay opens 
on the opposite side, and we arrive at the broadest 
part of these tranquil waters. At the opening of the 
bay are anchored two fngaies. We write the word 
advisedly. They are yachts of no very Lilliputian 
slze> but such as one would not he surprised to 
meet with in the channel. They are rigged as 
ships of war, and have the clear, horizontal run 
which distinguishes the kind of craft to which they 
belong. One of these vessels (if not both) was 
built by George IV. ; who, although in the main, 
as we have said, a man of taste, seems to have de- 
lighted in extravagant anomalies. A skiti, a gon- 
dola, a pleasure-barge — these would have been on 
their element in Virginia Water ; but a frigate is 
abhorrent to the genitts /bet, and scares away the 
Dryads wiA its asaociations. 

In the annexed engpwringj the artist has judi- 
ciously omitted the frigates, although the opening 
of the lake, where they are stationed, is shown on 
iJie right of the view ; and, in proper keeping with 
the ciiuracter of the lake, tiis adjuncts are skiffs 
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aod pleasure-parties. But tbe building on the 
opposite side — ^with what is that in keeping? We 
cannot tell. We can only answer that it is one of 
QeoTge the Fourth's favourite anomalies, and called 
the Fishing Temple f But the plate does not show 
half its absurdities ; for in the original there are 
f^uy and gaudy colours, and a profusion of brass 
and gilding, which present themselves in mortal 
antagonism with the assumed naturalness of the 
lake. A temple of Augustus niigJU by possibility 
have once existed on the bank of what is now Vir- 
ginia Water; and whether so or not, its elegant 
ruins are hy no means contradictions to the cha- 
racter of the scenery. But a specimen of Chinese 
grotesque, with its gaudy colours and gilded balls, 
set gravely down in a locali^ like this, is just such 
a solecism as we observe with wonder, if not re- 
proof, in the confused phantasmagoria of a dream. 

Taken by itself, however, the Fishinc: Tcm])le, 
we must caTididly roiif(>-, possesses considerable 
merit ; and if stripped of its halls, and other ex- 
traneous appendages — including by all means the 
nondescript articles projecting from the pointed 
roofs— and painted some modest, delicate, and uni- 
form colour, it might be suffered to remain with 
positive advantage. 

Towards the head of the lake, at some distance 
to the left, there is the Belvidere Tower, which can 
only be reached by means of a special journey 
through the wood. It is kept against the bay by 
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certatn pensioners, with the aid of some pieces of 
artilleiy removed hither from Windsor Castle. In 
hmt, the vista of waters is closed by a solid bridge 
of five arches, admired as a work of art, but in our 
poor opinion altogether out of keeping with the 
character of the place. We now arrive at an iron 
gate, well secured ; and, after sundry shoutings 
and hallooings, have the good fortune to make 
ourselves heard by the denizens of a lodge a little 
way bevond, who hasten to our relief, and we are 
presently delivered from the enchantments of Vir- 
ginia Water. 

The road back to Windsor is on the opposite 
side, but at some distance from the lake. A 
glimpse is obtained of the Belvidere Tower, and by 
and by of a stately obelisk nearer at hand ; but, 
with little exception besides, the view consists of 
woodland scenery, extending, with its varieties of 
height and hollow, and mystic vistas between, to 
the verge of the horizon. Behind, towards the 
right, at a distance of about two miles, is the race- 
course of Ascot Heath, the stand of which, after 
some little time, becomes distinctly visible. This 
beautiful district, which forms a portion of Windsor 
Forest, is well supplied with game ; and we saw 
abundance of pheasants, apparently quite at their 
ease, at a short distance from the road. 

As we approach the commencement of the Long 
Walk, for it is to that point we are tending, the 
Boyal Lodge lies to the left, a large Gothic cottage. 
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where George IV. used to retire in summer from 
the publicity of the palace* Cumberland Lodge is 
about the same distance, a confused assemblage of 
buildings, which was the seat of the Duke of Cum- 
berland. 

The fleetest and best horse the world ever saw 

was bom in a paddock close to Cumberland Lodge. 
The Duke of Ciinilxulaiif], his owner, (of Culloden 
memory,) regarded liim as worthless, or, at least, 
in no wise caleuhited for the race course ; because, 
when a yearling, being an overgrown youngster, he 
could not ])ring his hind legs well up, or sufficiently 
forward. This extraordinniy animal was bom 
during the great eclipse of 1764, whence his name. 
Those of his mamma and papa were Musk and Spi- 
letta. Eclipse, although disregarded by the duke, 
was closely observed by one of his servants, who 
bt'caine aware of his superior points, and on the 
approach of tlie sale of his master's stud, commu- 
nicated his opinion to a Mr. Wildman, a sheep 
salesman, who kept a stud of trained racers at 
Mickleham, near Epsom. At the appointed time 
this gentleman appeared at the place of sale ; but 
before his arrival Eclipse had been knocked down 
at seventy guineas. Mr. Wildman, however, im- 
mediately appealed to his watch, which he knew to 
be correct, and found that the advertised time for 
sale had not yet arrived by some minutes. He 
insisted on the lots already knocked down being 
put up again ; and this being done accordingly. 
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Eclipse was purchased by him for seventy-five 

guineas. 

Eclipse flifl not make his debut as a racer till he 
was five years old, when he came out at Epsom for 
the Maiden plate ol' lii'iy puiind^*. He won the first 
heat i and when running the second, liearing the 
whip applied to some of his opponents, he bounded 
away, and the utmost exertions of his rider (Oakly) 
to restrain him could not prevent him distancing 
his four competitors ! 

In 1770 he ran for the subscription purse at 
York, and w as opposed by two nags of great repute. 
Tortoise and Bellario ; but he took the lead ; and 
his rider being unable to hold him in, he sliot 
ahead, and left his opponents nearly a quarter of a 
mile. In running, one hundred guineas to one 
yverc offered on him. Mr. O' Kelly purchased a 
half share of Eclipse for six hundred and fifty 
guineas, and afterwards became his sole proprietor 
for a thousand guineas more. This famous racer 
won eleven king's plates, in ten of which he carried 
twelve stone. He could distance with ease any 
horse that ever started against him ; and he was 
never in his life touched either with whip or spur. 
He died at Canons, on the 27th of February, 1789, 
when twenty-si .X years old. 

"The Windsor bell hath struck twelve; the 
minute draws on — and by sundry tokens both of 
space and time, we are admonished to conclude. But 
let us first say,, that the palmy days of the palace 
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appear to have come again. It is now tlie favourite 
country reeidence of Queen Victoria, who has 
already signalized her reign by commencing the 
construction of stables, on a scale worthy of the 
edifice. We sincerely trust that such labours of 
peace may be the hardest fate has in store for her, 
aud tuiilially joia iii the exhortation to the furies 
of the Park — 

About, about; 
8«ai«ih Win (Isor Castle, civet, wUliiii «ikd Mil; 

Strew fTTtnd luck, uujilic?, on every sacred lOOni; 
That it may stand to liic perpetual doom, 
lu stAte as wholcsomcj as in state 'tis fit, 
Wortby the oivner, and Ibe owner it I . 



TlIC END. 



J. WuMao. FilDlcr. CMto ttitol, PJnibuiT. 
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